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Mey it pleaſe Tour Lordſhip, 2 
== N Ycur Goodneſs to-accepr 
of this ſmall Teftimony, 
of my bounded Dmy.for 
Your Lordilngs Pattbci- 
ny, and Singular Kind- 
. neſs ro me and mine.in a conſtant Courſe 
of Favour, which bath ſtill iflued from 
Your Noble Anceſtors, without 'the leaſt 

A 2 Umbrage 


__—_——_ 


——{ 


/ 


tin: 10 yaurc: Noble Perſon » ay, 
your moſt Honourable Lady : I: the. 


the Lighgbick of a Rickiee, 


greateſt Peeps of this; Ancient K1 
d 


Luffuretdf a Condeſtending and Gourtth 


The Epitle Phientery.” _ 


S'+* hg 


afd On 


adg, :©, Her Natural Splendor, , th 


—_ (i gr "= of -were of alome 

xprels the Thank 
ht — Dang } Entertain of the Favoy 
Of your Noble Predecefiors, and of you 
Honburable and moſt Worthy. Mothe 
Whoſe approved Condut, Prudenr, C 
viland Edifying Way, bath not only Et - 


- Baged mie, bur all-who hayc kad the Hi 
 Boardhher Ladyſhip' s Converſe, th loo! 
+. upanchdrasa Woman amonge Th joſe p 
"Bar &now your:Lotfſhip ret 


i&9d:Rayes, from the APPS 
Men: And thercforcl fhal not —_ Bs; 


_ enl}:t9/B:gg your Fayourablc Acceptan'* 


cf this”: {mall Mice of my Gratitude: 
whit 


i, which, tho Weak and Unworthy, ye 
Y preſumes to Kiſs your Noble Hands, be- 
. caule of its general Deſign, to Advance 
 thatGlorious Religion, which if it were 
| not oppoſed by the Luſts of Men, and if 


The Epiftle Dedicatery. 


left to its own Innocence and Native Power, 
would transform the World from,a Chacs 
of Confuſion, to a wonderous Light- : So 
Wiſhing the Bleffings of the LORTYS 
Right and Left Hand to your Lordfhip, 
and N:zble Family; I ſhall add no more> 


- but thatlam in all ſincere Duty, 


My LORD ; 
Ecom my Study at — > 
St. Y p F, Jour Loraſhips 
14 Fab, | 
1643, Humble Devoted 
Servant in CHRIST, 


Par: Strachan. 
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CourtcousRead r, 


F thou (hall be pleaſed 20 pernſe this Bil; 
[ . Treatiſe, with the Denvedneſs and Charie' 

' ty wherewitb 1 have labcured to digeſt 
and publiſh iz, T hope it will meet with little Cens 
ſure for this is forbidden, Jam }. 1. And 
it is very much contrary to the Goſpel Spirgt, and 
argues toomuch pride , Self eancett inthe Cenl[u« 
rer, and a very melevolent humor, that will not 


allow the offer of a little Mite, for the building 
ef the LORDs Houſe by another, without Di)- 


daine and contempt,and becauſe ſelf i is ſo natural 


&- ready riike the ny 4a to twiſt it ſelf in with obs 
beft of our 


;Yaves; 1 bere ſolemnly renounce it, jo 
that if this weak RE be any wiſe uſefull. 
to Fn and ds: of the Glory of GOD, 
I bave my End & Reward , Its not aa 


te the Luxnrient fancies of Men, nor t0 any ſphere 
of more ſublime Judgements, but only that is 
may be belpfull to ſuch of lower Copenitie, Iſead 
it fortb without affe ation, not with tbe Excil- 


lencie 


the eader. TP "FI 
br) 


4 + 4 


plicity FubeGoſpl And therefore I bumbly com. 
mend it to the e of GOD,jt being but a 
ſmal thing ro be judged » Man ſuch as read it let 


them do it with Holmility, "denyedneſs and fm 
rlicitvy, And 1 bope tbey ſhall not regrate their 


pains, and if-it can do any good, its better dong 
tban undone, and may oily drop upen ſome and 
afford them @ little Oyl t0 thetr Lamps; novake 
the b!eſſed Rod of Pr, Kings ory” Way to leh 
them: through the . Laborimth. of Time, and afver 
a'! the IP;ndings and Traverſes.of the Stages of 
ow Life, happily bring us by a ſafe Condwli td 
the !.and of Joy and Peace, which that #- may 


emmtribure to, is the earneſt Wiſh of 


ad nt oe 


wy: St ervant for 


C — "YI 


Of the F ormotion —_ the Infant. 
Of the propagetion of the R—_ 
"Of Orlginal fin. 


af Iaf ant Baptiſm. 
Stage 29d. Of WF abe care of Parents, 


Of Regeneration. 
Of Confi- mation. 


ayer of a Ebild. 


for Chuldren. 
_—_ er. 


- 
g * q 


Sap 1. Whieb confideretb the portr 


Period 2. 


| 8nd lincaments of Jouth, 
 Theygils incidpnt to Tonth. 


— mn. 


Y Our - —_— bygone life, page d 
_ 


Stage third, of the evils incident to Children. 1 
A brief Reinfercement'o frbe duty of Parents 15 
4 p = of parents for their Children, I1bid 
2] 
= e 4 which Reſumeth the inftrufions 


| Dirollions for the recovery of Javth, 


3 


J 
7 


IO 
2 


13 
16 


Thi mtives . 


The prayer- 

Wage 2d. Of many. \eniring into s ſelobd:; 

' flate with ſnitable Direitons, >. 
Abe neceſſity of domeſtic devotion: | 


F | morning prayer 10 be uſed in a is 

The evening Prayer. 

Swltoble prayer for the bug one —_— -. : 

Stage Zd. which divideth into three courſes. 80 

Con firft, of the ordering thy perſon, 
family, cc. 

The means and mebads to wang ebis 


flate of life aright. 
Which are 1ſt. Wiſdom. 


2ly Prudence. 
Aly. Providence. 
S Government _ 
Fly. Improvement. 
. Moetives to mannage this ſite F life. 
The prayer. 
Courſe Zd. What fine your Ray in vertue 
and piety, 8c. bath come 10. Ibid 
Period 3. 
Of wbat is to come in the declenfians 
of Nature [19 
rage firſt, Of @ ſerious Recollefion of thy 
ſelf, &cC. 120 
IVbat now remains to be done. 128 
Extent 


A continuation of this Stage, tothe outmoſt 


The Contents 
- Raven? of 1 mans life. 
Bhe Prayer. 
— 1 Of tbe 4 oft ebings. 


Pro in Ns to Death. 

ement. | 
The on yer. 
Of Bell, 
The prayer. k 
Of Heaven. * 
The prayer. 
A Lamentotion for the decoy of Religion. 
Abe Prayer. 
AV = Ml of the Forms 
this Treatice. 


es accordng to tbe dazes of the Week 17 


Of Pſalmodie. 

Of tbe Doxologie. 
MV ale to the World. 
Dovetion ſuitble. 


of Devotion aſerin 


107 
170 


Ibid 
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In the Appendix. 


Cm I. Of the comp. if Chain of our Ho- 
lie Religion, &Cc. page L[. 
Sermon 11. The dutic and diligence of the 4s 
poſtolick Curate diſcribed, 8£cC. page 10. 
Germon Il. of the expediency and uſefulneſy of 
the means for the advancement of pratti- 

cal Religion, &C. page 26. 
Sermon IV. Of the praffics) knowledge of Death 
aud the Information,tbat tbe LORD giveth 
ſome of his favorites thereof . 8&c. page J6 
Sermon V. Of the endeavours , which faithful 
Minifters hate , to make their laboxrs uſeful 
after their deceaſe, &C. page 45. 
Sermon VI. Concerning the truth , and exeel- 
lency of our Holy Religion, the infallible” 
proofs thereof, and the duty of ſuch as own 


page J- 
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BRRATA: 


the Raerance, $. 2. Lines 6. for Delegate, Read 
Delicate, Page 9. L. 3. tor Vieerum Ri Voticrum, 
 Þ. 2a. L&. 16. far fo-ed, R. fed. P. 34 L, $. for 
Daughter, R. Daughrers, P, 40, L 14 for Re. 
iran, R. Reftraiot. P. 92. L. 16 for & un, Rt 
Maac, Þ. 104 L. 16. for When, R. Firſt, Then, 


" Þ, 1596, L, 24. for lnvincable.rable, At loyincible, 
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The Hemmus: 


AN, the Maſter-piece 
and Model of Nature , 
and the Mirrour oF all 
thai'sRare and Excellent 
in Nature, is, upon gacd 
ground,call*4 Miyoxosges; 
the Little World, being the Abridgement, 
and curious draught of the Greater ILorld, 
Whom GOD hath ſtared upon the Froncile 


B DICCE 


more Sprighty and Lucide than the ſpark 


| The Katrance. 
piece of the Univerſe , as the Ing 
agg of his Makes.co Rule and Ate, 
as Losd and King under-G@D:: te 
ſuch a rare work, as declareth his Ag 
thor, Pſai.8. 5, 6. and Pſal. 144. 1 
For GO D made Man wprigpht. Eec. c, 
29. And it he wese narg hittle cloudel 
with clay, he had nor been a little lower, 
bur equall with the Angels, Being, asto 
bis Creationythe Sop-of GOD.Luhke. 3. to the 
end. fearfully and w:gderfaelly made, Pſa). 'Þ 
14 Much higher then other Animals, 
above a ſenſcle(s clod; with an elevated 
countenance, (os homeni ſublime dedit. Ovid, 
a Noble Ayr and Mian, as a King 
Son, much higher then all the reſt. 
S. 2. And it we can with Appelles's daſh 
lineament this portra&; we ſhall find i 
very admirable in its Organ's, and all it 
parts, with {uch Vivacity in its eyes, much 


of a Diamond, {uch a ſubtile (coſe in 
its Ear, Taſt and Smell, wbich maketh- it 
Body. Sp'rituous and Lively; with a ſpe 
cial Ray of Glory above other Creatures 
in the facultic of ſpeech 3. to communicat 
its mind, and converſe with GOD and 
Man: which is called the Glory of Mi 


Pet 


Pfal. 57, 8. and Pol. 108. 1. With ſuch 
Rotlic m its Limbs, with ſuch ſtrength in 
irs Thigh, with a Rirange circling of its 
Blood; and ſuch an adcquare Symmetry, 
proportion and Contexture of the Whole, 
Tar there is no ſchiſm or blemiſh 1n the 
Body, the Breviary of all Philolophy, 
the Library of Nature and Patern of 
Art. : _ 
$. 3. But if wewill draw nearer and 
look into that, which is unſeen, excepc 
by irs Iſſe ; we ſhall yer find much great« 
er wonder and glory,carryingJudgemecnr, 
Reaſon and Memoiy 1n the head, and 
afteQions in the heart: this living Soul in 
Man, is not only a Breath, Craſis, or Hu- 
mour, but an immaterial fpirit, anddelegate 
peece of all the Works of GOD ; Cas 
pable to refle upon, and deliberat with 
himſelf; and to know, love, choice and 
cnjoyGOD, with the power of phanſicand 
inward ſenſe; which, as a forge, ſuggeſts 
matter of Realon and Council to work 
upon, and like an intelligence, to fiir 
the univerſe, as by a common ſoul. 

$. 4. But alas! (in ſullied this ſublime 
Creature, and the fall hath taken away 
his underſtanding? Man is now either yoid 
Orc orrupr, in oy —— 
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and (0 
1 


The Entr 


is like the beaſt +S- 


_ eriſh- '0 quantum. | 
2atus et! how far has he changed and dey 


nerated! Lucifer by fall —_ devil, 
Man turned Brute and ſlave to the dey 
and being {orare a work is now becomy 
the worſt through fint nem corruptio opti 

peſſima: The light in bim now # darkneſs, a 
bow great is that darkneſs? It we follow 


who ſinned from the beginning, who cok 
rupted the firft Man with contagious infeg 
rion, and a ſpreading lex rofic, and iny 
nomed the Reoz, which made {owre » 
Branches: (0 Man's marred .(trip't of hisNg 
tive beaury,cxpoled in ſoul and bodv,and 
open to wrath and mileric; he now is be 
come bome nibili, worth nothing, and 
lighter then Vanity; whereby this little Mq 
15all mangled and deformed. | 
S. 5. Bur Religion 11]uminateth ut A 
. gain, and asthe natural Sun makes 
Heavens plcaſant, and the Earth fruitfy| 
ſo the Son of Righteouſneſs, the ſecond 4 
ariſeth with healing in bis wings, Mal. 4: 
With a Heavenly penoſil draweth agai 
more ſtedy impreſlcs of the Image ofGeg, 
& makes him to pertcke of theDivineNatuy 
and the Life of GOD: and he now becomn 
mo! 


( 
ſ 
| 
C 
| 


ro its Riſe, we will find it of the dev} 
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The Entv ane. 
more apt for a communion with GOD, 
to be tranſlated from Glory to Glory by the fpi- 
ris of GOD; Which the Religion of the 
Holy JESUS cfieQuarcth, as a ligntiome 
borizou, to influence him again with Hea- 
venly Raycs; by the ſpirit and word of 
EOD, to raiſe him up for Grace and Glo- 
ry; and, it well improved, makes the new 
Ereature*s face ſhine like Moſes ; it transfi- 
gures him with his Saviour, Mat. 17. 2. 
and puts him in Heaven while on Earth, 
and makes Him to converſe in Heaven 
Pbil. 3, 20, And meet for the Inberitance with 
the Saints in Light. 
$ 6. This new Crature, is not only 
formed of GOD, but alſo for GOD; he 
is GOD*s Porknen-ſhip, and muſt work 
for his Life 3 and work out bis $ alvation 3 
For which, he muſt conſider, that he 
bath an fry, & great work, «doe, and mnauſt 
therefore imp oye his Time and Talents 
tor that End. Hoc age, dothis, is both 
the Voice of Scripture and Providence; A 
Man without a Calling, both General and 
Particular , is but like a Drone in « Hyve; 
and GOD may ſay to ſuch, hy flendye 
bere all the day Idje> Yet we may get our 
Wages, if we liſten to the goes 
muc 


The Batranee. 


much Loitering, Nam prot fre jap quit ] 
\, 


nunquam ; It's high timero ava 
{I:ep. Rom. 13. to the end; And ſince ow 
Lite is but a Vapour, and like a Blob wpad 
the Water, way ſoon cyaniſh, and out 
preſent, Now , goeth away with the 
thought, and our Imerim may foon alter; 
We ſhall find Work enough ſhapfe for 
us, both by Nature and Religion. Fo be 
well linployed in our Time, we muft by 
ative to Recover and Proyident (a Ape 


Its drew his Pifture 


ceſhties of Nature and Moderate Recteatit 
on being allowed } and there can be no 
thing more per{waſive to {et us on Work 
than the axcertainty of tinge, and that there 
is no Work in the Grave, Ecc: 6.: 10, Tims 
paſſicth, like a little curning riyolet into 
the Ocean, unto an Unchangeable Eternity ; 
Our Leaſe is not only Annual, but Diur« 
nal, we are |emporary Tenants in this 
Wcorld. and every hour of the 24, and e- 
very minute of the Hour, may deter- 


to work for Eters 
mty; Thereisno time to be idle (the nee 


mine our Heroſcope. This great dyal of 


Nature, Time, paſſeth away, but never 
{handeth ſtitl, ner goeth back, withoutz 
Miracle, Time rides a Carcer among 

Mortals 


dl. Mails, and (ends its Harbinger, Death, 
S wich his black Rod, whete che Soveraign 


* may bring Nt, and ſhould not boaſt 
It row, Prov. 27. 1. 


© She Burris, 


poiing its We know mt what a Day 
of to mor- 


It 1s good then to watch 


Ruler ap 


and be diligent, finee we know not the hon. 


3 
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s 7 It canu.t then be impertinent, 
| ſeriouſly ro warn che World, to look to 
the Periods of thcir Life ; Which i is the 
great $cope and. [Deſign of the folldving 
Treatiſe ; toad the Ehrifin through the 
Labyrinth of Life, that he may - con- 
ſider bow —_ links », with the Pſalmiſt, 
Pfal: 85. 47. And follow the Threed of 
the Word of GOD, to dire him 1n all 
the Stages and Periods of his Life, which 


1s here her before thee, in the following 
Periods. 


JONI MSEC INGS OS 


Period 1, 


Penod firſt, + 


Of onv Begenrgs and bygone Lied the 
Sroges _ | a 


- .- ww” oem Iwm__ - _——— -- — — =  ——— 


Period ſ cond, 3 1 


© Of our preſent Time, andthe'$zate of Ons. 
Growing Age, and vbe ſeveral 
Stages thereof. 


Period third, 
of, the future Age, cor, what is t0- came inthe. 
Declenfions of Nature,) and the $t ages * 


thereof. With a Vale to the 
/' OK L D. 


PEEPÞ EEE PPY. 


Period 1. 


W* 0 


_ Penod firſt,” 
_ Of our beginning and bygonelife, and the 
* Stages thereof: 2h 


0 


AAn's Age is buta a, and but an 
A: [Inftant *wwixt our birth. and owe 
dearth. Man comes tro the World and 
7% knows not how, and goesto a World of 
3 Eternity and-'knows not, when; He lives, 
 hegroans, heats awhile, and dyes; And 
it takes a'great part of the ſhort Span of 
”. mhistime, crc he well know-where he is, 
” howheis, and what he hath to do. te 
Ives long the life of a Brute , as it were- 
wichourt reafon. It's fit then,when he be- 
ginsto refic, & toatt as a rational Creas 
rare; that he conſider, what he is, and re« 
view the bygone time. Tefterday can not 
be brought back, But time may be Re- 
deemed : His life is but a dream, yet he 
may gather ſorne good out of it, When 
he awakes , if he conſider; 


The Prayer. 
3 AN Thou, O LORD who only Remains un: 
. changeable, in all the fkages and Ghanges 
, of 


Peridgh | 


The 
of time , ', and the inexpre(fible permanence of ER. 


Rap of 


$ 


ternal ages HW without mil; Fix the bean 
of unceMſ ant Min upon thee alone; Our Soul is 
tbeDaugh'cr of an bigb Houle;Give us Gyn 
with the Pſalmift t ſay unto thee, LO 

thou art my LORD. Pſal. 16. 2, Keep 
x1) GODin thy Nome, and wiake wr fuarh 
end:clean to be fit for Thee : Ketp onr Iminovil 
Soul in life, dud fill npon wing to Flee tow 
Genter and repoſe, for where ſheil-it Flee 10:be 
bappie but to Thee, thou only has the: 
words officernal Life: 0 FESU, the Powers 
fvl attraflive of Hearts, who -wokes all Genes; 
rous Souls fagh after 


thee, drew us to thee; for) 
this is aur Reft and only repoſe, which ſwweetneth' 
all the acerbitievof time, and Bitterneſs of this; 
World, bere will we, dwell for ever, and If wer 
Chenge apon the Wheel of time, we roll indeed, 
but in Thee we ean not be moved nor Kemovs,. 


ed; Amen. 
Come | now to confider the fhages, and. 


ſeveral Tui ns of the firſt Period of our 
Late. 


STAGE Fiſt. 


The Comemts. 

OF tbe Formation and ProduGiion of the In- 
fant, of the propagation of tbe Soul , 2 

0 


I Period 1: The Line World, &c. 


period of our life. 


T \ of ; Bopiſu and the right thy 
"e eas eburel Members hve unto it 4 
is Ybeduty tobe extended to Infams,@s Care , 
& <Provifion & Praycr for them to ſtudy their 
J Natureend Hunnur, and attg, accor dingly, 
p _ Grave exampli,and a ſerious & times wy 
gl dication of thim to GOD ; which (for more 
diftintt &- clear uptaking thereof) ſhall be cons 
&  Fideredby a Particular acconit of the purpoſe; 
e. and d Frihe of tbe faſt Stage, in the firſ 
e: 


6. 1. Ler Narutalifts , and Ancient ot 
modern Maftets of Medicine,diſcourle of 
the Formation of the Child in the womb, 
Fob and the Royal Pſabnift draweth this un- 
een Embryo be) with a Divine Pencil. Job 
10. 8. Thy bends have made me and: faſhioned 
me togetber round about, thown haft faſhioned 
me as the Elay, Has thou not powred me out as 
Milk, and croudled me as Cheeſ> Thou haſt 
Clothed me with Skin and Fleſh, and fenced me 
with Bones and Sinews. And Pal. 3g. 
from 1}. Thou baſt poſſeſſed my Reins thou baft 
covered me in my Mothers Womb. 1 am fear- 
fully and wonderfully made and Curiouſly 
wrought in the loweſt parts of the Earth, and 
in thy book all my members were written. which 
n continuance were faſhioned, when yet there 
was nome of them, Man's a wondcr before 


the 


The Lintle World; eve. Perioc 
oe World ſec him, lying in the.d 
ls of the , womb; and it he conſidee 
from what hc.Flows,and his lictle Chambe 
in the womb and how nouriſhed there; k 
may humble him; he flows from Bleed, 
and lives on Bloody: and dwells amo 
Blood and Ordars, Thy very nature may 
humble thee: For,as it proves the Wiſdor 
and power of the GOD of Nature, who | 
can cxtratt a quinteſſence ext ofDulleſt nat 
ters, ſo doth it bid thee look unto th 
Original. Altbe Exrib being of one Blyod, 
AdJs .17. 26. And there being no difler- 
ance *twixt the Prince-and the Peaſentz and 
that GOD, who teacheth Artto extraft 
Raritics, who-by nature brings Silk, from 
a Worm, a Pearl from a Sbell, and preeios 
Minerals from Duft and Rxbbiſp, .doti 
make this Raritic, Mas, Ex Humo, Ecele. 
12 7. For Duft thou art, and to Duſt thox ſhalt 
retwrn; thou comes from the womb, and 
goes to thy long home, the Grave; If thou 
voaſt of thy Pedigree: Go .10 the Houſe of 
Rottenneſs, and lock to the worms, that makes 
thy Fleſh to ſhtins; and learn to confels 
with Abrauvam. that thou art Duft and Aſhes, 
Gen: 17. 28, And with Job, abbor thy ſelf 
in Duft and Aſpes, Job: 42. 6. And if thou 
ſhall conſider, that thou art not only Daft, 


but 


Period I. The _— TOTES 
but fallen in the D»f, and comes for: 
with a Contaminarc Blood, 'dying int 
ſin, and no Eye pitying thec, Ezek; 16. 
i. it may further abaſc thee, and nor 
(\uffer thee1to be proud when rhou lyeft 
in the Dungbill, all beſmeartd with filth 
and uncleanneſs ; Conſider then thy rife 
and thy fall, and learn to be humble,clie 
- thou art proud of nothing, or worle than 
nothing. | 
$ 2. Next, As to the Propogation of the 
Foul, and how the duſt body comes to be 
animated, not only with vital ſpirits, bur 
with a rational Soul; I ſhall leave tbe curi- 
ouſtty of this allo to Philoſophers; For al- 
tho ſome will have the Soul ex tradxce, ber 
caulc,if nor {o, Men doth not beget a perfe& 
Man, and commonly Children Pazriſcens 
follow the 111 of the Parents, and tbey arc 
Father-like;there is notonly vitiumGentis & 
familie, of the Nation and Family. bur 
allo perſone, of the Perſon; Yer its lafcſt 
to joyn with the univerſal Church, thar 
the ſoul 1s infaſed, according to that of St. 
Aug:Creando infunditur& infundendo Creature, 
By creation it ;5 infuſed, and by the infuſion of the 
Sowl it is created. And his commen Vete 
3s not infringed by the ſentiments of (ome 
Priyate Men; For although Man beget« 
tech 
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ledge this; ſo Sr. Pau! reaſoneth with Phi 
loſophers at Athens, 44s 17. How long i 
js ere the Embryo in the Womb receive the 
ſoul is (omethingguiſquzrto determine, thp 
ſemc of the Ancients, have been poſicive 
as the following diſtich doth declare. 


i lade dies, ter (unt in ſanguine terni ; 
Bis ſent carnem, ter ſeni membrs figurant. 


That is. 


ren dayes in milk, andn nein blood, | 
elyedayesthefleſh, thrice 6 the reſt conclude. 


& 3. But leaying this to Philolophſ 


| 
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S: James (ayeth,the fpirit in us Iuftetb tomy, 
Jam, 4- 5 Burthis ſpirit evaporaterh 
in pleaſure, and that ſore muſt be morti- 
fied, that our ſou! may be ſaved in the day of 
the LORD. 1 cor: 5. 5. But the rational], tho 
it be hugely darkned, and alienated from the 


life of GOD, Eph: 4. 18. Yet hath it rea- 


ſon, tho much maſter*d by the brutall 
parc; anc by that Reaſon, aid the facul- 
ty even of a natural conſcience , tt cannot 
buc groan under the burden of fin. 

6. 4. Now that the ſoul is contami- 
pate, and participant of original ſin with 
the Body, and how it is propa. eated and 
corrupted, atc purpoſes that we ſhould 
rather yeild ro,with humble Paith, then 
with canyaſfing Curiofity labout to com- 
prchend : Since the Scripture is poſitive 
m the thing, That the imaginations of the 
beart 


BY. The Linh World, Wc. 
bears of mou are evil, ond cal 
tia, Gen: G. 5. The thoughts of -bis beard 
only evil continually; And without wet 
ing that of Pſz. 51. 3. and 5. Verſes. \ 
muſt contels Original Sin ; And our 5 
our, Job, 3. 6. fayeth, That which is b« 
tbe fleſh is fleſh, and inferreth rhe necelfy 
of Regeneration from this Diſeaſe: If n 
Compare this then with that of Gen. 6. 
My ſpirit ſhall not flrive with Man, for tht 
#5 fleſþ , We may caſily perceive that Mal 
in his whole Compoſtum, is Corrupt ar 
Carnal: And the Apoſtle St. Pax! Com 
cludes the whole World under fin, And guily 
before GOD, Rom- 3. 9. and Rom. 7 
23. he deicrives unto usa Man, inter Regs 
nerendurm, convinced by the Law, and 
centering the doors of a new Life, groanig 
under the power of ſin and death, wretc 
cd under that corrupt Body of ſina 
death till he be delivered; This 1s alla, 
the DoQrine of the Orthodox and prime 
val © pay ap what wk (aids 
gainſt it by the Manicheens and Pelagiens,] 
fully refured by that great Dr. x 
cluded againſt by General Councils, andthe 


Current of the Catbolick, Church. all along! 
Yea, the ſenſible amongſt the He 
as 


ned 


this 


liny and Twlly, haye acknowled 
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this, and found.out the Diſcaſe by, their 
own Sentiments Confefſing., that , . Niti« 
mar in vitetum, &c. Now to Dive intothat 
- deep. Gulf, how original {in cornes in, 

(ſince no {in is of GOD) whether by the 

breatb of Eve.certupt;d by the Serpent, or 
by the poilonous quality cf the Tree of 
Kaowledpe, whoſ: fruir, tho ſweer,poſſhib- 
Iz was Venemous, which GOD forbad 
Man to cat cf under the pain of Death; 
And GOD may mike pzion to be in 
Nature for good and Hojiy Ends. Whee 
ther. by theſe wayes or any other Way ; 
or by. permiſſive providence , leaving 
Man under the facultic of Free Will, to 
make his own Election, or whether the 
Soul was infuſed void of Original Righteouſ: 
neſs.2 Oc by the firſt ContaCt with the 
Bedy » (as our (C cuntryman Dr. Baron 
De prop: pecc: doth very pertinently clear) 
1s a buſtncfſe improper for this Treatiſe to 
enlarge upon : Yet it 1; boit for thee, O 
Man, humbiy to behieve.and {cnfibly ac- 
knowledge,wiint thon fcri's that rhou may 
Cleanſe thy ſelf from all filthir:ſs of fl:hend ſpi- 
rit.2\.0r: 7. L.And that Ty: may be ſanfificd 
ebrougbowt Soul, Body end Spirit,as the Apolilc 
prayes tor the Thuich of tie Theſſe 1 Theſe F. 
23.And labour me mcans to dig oat this 
<4 roct 
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root of bitterne[s from thy Soul and Hears; 
and make ule of the ſ{alutary means, th 
Saviour bath preſcribed for this end. _. 
S. F. Now this gets an excellent opeti 
Entrance by carly Beptiſm, and bringing 
the Children from the Fomb to the Font; 
to be waſhen in this ſaving Flood, in the 
Laver of Regeneration, from the guilt and 
finh coffin; Which mercy, accordingto 
the Tenor of the new Coveinant, is allow» 
ed of GOD, co Intants; For, as Circum- 
cifion in old, which was @ ſeal of the Eover 
nant, Kom 4, 11. was Conferred on In 
fants; ſo Bapttim upon that ſame ground 
2nay be thought to belong to Children of 
believing Parents; Or ls. reputed to 
be ſo, or if one of the Parents helieve they 
are federally holy, as St-Paxlaycth, 1 cor 
", 14. Elſe were your children unclean, Dut now 
2 bey are boly; And St. Peter tells the Jews,that 
:he promi| e belongs 40 them, and their cbjlg#en, 
Ads, 2, 39: CHRIST himaſe)f rook;J1ttle 
Children and blefled ttmi7and ſaid, ſuf 
fer Little. bildren 10 come to me, for of ſueb is the 
Kingdolh of Heaven, and be laid bid bands on 
bem, and blefſ.d them; If his blefhng belong 
r0 ſuch, Why nor Baptiſm? Which is a+ 
mmong the fi: of his Blefſhngs: And we 
And from -Sc1 iptuce that GOD hath noe 
(1 
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Period I. the Little World, &c. 10 
tified ſome in the Womb, and from the 
Womb;why may he not than {anQtific His 
own inſtitution of Baptiſm to Infants? and 
the ſooner the better, this Antidote be 
applycd againſt che poyſon of theSerpent, 


' jt doth alſo much inhanſe this Truth , 


that it is, and hath been the pratice of 
che Univerſal Church, in and fince the 
Apoſtles times. For we read that ſome 
have been bapriſed and their whole houſe, 
of which probably Children were a part, 
And altho' ſome SeCtarics have oppoſed 
this,and have denyed Infant Baptiſm, yet 
neither is their grounds r-or practice to be 
laid, againſt che General Vote of the 
Church, well inftrufted by the word of 
GOD. and it 1s no ſmall defence and war- 
rand for Infant Baptiſm, that it is not now 
a queſtion in the Church: and it is ſo fully 
aſſcreedand proved, that it were ſuper flu: 
ous,and [ike lighting a Torch at Noon,ca 
add any thing upon the head, ſince none 
but Phanatichs that follow the fume of their 
phanſie, who denyCHRISTS Offices, Mi- 
nuſters,Ordinances and Inſtitutions, will be 
{0 bold as to contraditt it: And therefore 
1c concernsParents, Religiouſly ro go abour 
theBapriſtn of their Childrea,and remems 
ber the great obligation they liand undec. 

C 2 for 
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for their pioas Education: And of Childs 
baptized.to reflet upon it when they come 
to any Knowledge, and to improve it 
well by the Inſtruction of their Parentsand 
Twtors, whole {crious Inſtructions, grave 
Example, and caraeſt Prayer for Young 
Ones, may help to inſti}l and drop in 
ſuch Counicls 1ato their cafie and blank 
minds as may leave ſome Reliſh; as a 
Veſlel may ſtill keep ſoracthing of the 
raſt and {1nc11 ot the firſt I:quor,according 
rothat Ancient Oblcryc,quo ſemel eſt imbuts, 
&c. and this ſtage of our lite maybe rec- 
Koned to the fourth year of our Age. 


ST AGE 


Second. 


The Contents. 


Of the particular care of Parents and Gover- 
nNOuUrS, as to Children from tour years old 
to rwelve, of ſtudying rbeir nature and ge- 
nous, ard ihe iniiilng and droping in ſome 
clear and common priaciples of Religion; 
with 1be conſideration of Regeneration; aud 
wizeatoe Children come to be about twelve 
rcars of age. of theer jolemn Confirmation. 


S. I, AS 
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| make chem, according to their capacirtte, 


The Littte World, 6. 12 
$ 1. Asthe Children grows fo ſhould 
the care of their Parents increaſe towards 
them ; its dangerousto ſuffer the evil of 
their Nature to rake rooting, for then tt 
wi!) turn tethacious and obſiinare, 1t*s bers 
ter ro rake the little Foxes that hurt therr ten- 
der Gardens,Cant. 2.5.a0d byReligious cong 
di, uſe the beſt means ro Eradicare the 
corrnption of their Nature , and tO cor» 


ref that «r«fi«, and diſorder that 1s natu- 


rally inthem , by frequent and gradual 
dropping of good couniel into their hearts, 
eſpecially by fixing ia them the common 
notion of a GOD, and fearing of Him , 
of honouring their Parents : 4nd withal 
ro acquaint them with their Baptiſneal Dea 
dication ; and. in as much as is pothble.ro 
open up. unto them the mm frerie of their 
redemption through FeſesChriſt,an) thar,uor 
only; they know to Repeat che Law. the 
(.reed and Lords Prayer: But alſoto 


to underſtand theſe. Thus entereth 
Knowledoe into their Hearts, asa little 
Dr-p by frequent falling mak<3 a cavity 
and hollowneſs in the ſtor-- 

S: 2, Although the Spirit of GOD, the 
Author of Regeneration, like the wind, 
Dloweth when, where, and how he pleaſes 


Tb: 
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es. Joh. 3. v. 8. And calleth ſome {6 
er. {me later, yet is it not improper 
(et it down here,for that ſame LORD tl 
Bleſſed Babs, can Sow the Seed of Graf 
in their Heatts, And of this Regeneratid, 
I ſhall only remember Man, of the Neceſfi 
ty, Nature, and Fvidence thereof. Firſt, 
as tothe neceſſity: Our Saviour 1s very 
poſitive. Job. 3. v. 2.and 3. Except « may 
be Born again be cannot enter int0 the Kingdom. - 
of GOD: and no outward exerciſe of Re- 
Iigion can avail us without the New Cre 
ature, the Old-man muſt be Crucified,and 
rhe New- man formed and Nauriſhed, crc 
we can be fit fot the Kingdoms of GON. And 
2lv. We cannot better take up the 
Natwre of it than by conſidering the 4: 
thor, and the manner of his Operation in 
producing this Work: It is onlv the Spt- 
rit of GOD that doth it, ſa is every one 
that is born of the Spirit. Jobn 3. 6. Of His 
own Will begatt He uw, that we ſhould be a 
kind of "{t Fruits of His Creatures. Jam: I, 
15, This New Creature then 1s clearly 
the Produtt of the *pirir of GOD, Who 
doth this work mediath, by the ule of 
means , eſpecially by the Word of Trath ; 
and other holy Engines, that he is pleaſed 
ro make ulc of ; Yet is not this Work 
| ' produced 
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which abideth in them 'that will nor fut- 


. Whoſocever is born of GOD doth not commit fin. for 


The little World, &7e. 15 
produced of any means, but by the con- 
curſe of the principal Agent; the Word 
illuminats and per{wads,bur there's more 
then Moral Swafion in this York; for GOD's 
promile in theCovenant is, to put his Laws 
in our inward parts- Fer: }, 33. I hey re- 
ccive by their Converſion « beavenly jou, 


fer them to fin as the wicked do, Jobn }. g. 


His feed remains in bim, and he cannot ſin , 


becauſe he is born of GOD. Yet asto the pro- 


JuRion of this new Cieature, it may be 
ſo ſecret fora time, like the Infant in the 


 Wornb; ſo clouzed and over-powrid by 


Tempration and Corruprion, that it doth 
little appear, and it takes a long time 
ere it become perfect in degrees, and vi- 
libly compleat as ro parts . altho the 
Child, tho Httle and weak, is potentially 
a perfect man. Parerits, then and Gover- 
naurs ſhould with St. Pal travel in birth , till 
Cirilt be formed jn their Children. Qly, 


Asto its Evidence,theApoſtle manifeſts ic 


fully, 2, cor: 5. 17: Behold all things are 


become New, T.he man is wholly renewed 
in Quality. tho nor in Subſt.nce,ſo that 
he may very well ſay, Ego non ſum ego. He 
bath a mote gencrous ſpirit, with Caleb, 

£ a better 
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a better heart with David, a more flag 
face with Moſes, and the lips of theRi 
reous feed many : And t 10 00 man! : 
make this Change,yer is he <xhorted} 
make him a new beart, Jy 5 18 2Cl. TU} 
is, to uſe the means, and well to cot 
der that the ſpirit ofCODbegets this i 
Creature by the word of Truth, Fam: 1 if 
'] hat ſuch may be a kind of firſt Fruits of Bl 
Creatzrss, and for himſelf to ſhow for 
His praiſe, 17 ho bath called tbem from dai 
ncſs to Li be. 

S. 3. Ir is yery promotive of Grit 
allo, when Children ccmes to this Rate of 
Life, taatihey be Confirmed, after they 
can g!ve any acccunt of their Creed, an 
of their Prazers according to the Bl ile 
Pattern, The LORDS Prayer ; For, we read” 
treq ently it; the As, of Canfi -ming-ilbi* 
Diſciples aftcr they were Proſelyted to the Gb $ 

tian Religion, whereby the new Plantation * 
was fixed, and by a ſort of perſonal Co-. 
venanting with GOD, they were En« 
gaged to His Service by their Volunter- 
Conſent. T his is the Re a of rhe Uni- 
verial Church ; Which, if ſimply done, 
and nor elevated unto 2 Sacrament, is faud- 
able and promotive of the Ends of Religi- 
cn. And tho it ke quarreited with, \. 

ſome 
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= ſome in this Nation , Yet, if it could be 

- got well done, incvery.particular Parilh : 
Since the Biſhop may not bealwayes Va. 
cant, it may -beithonght no Diſorder, 
Mhfor the Pariſh Miniſterevery year as Oc. 
WEcafion offers todo 1:his in-the\preſence of 
She Parents -anu famous Witelles, :per- 
Je-Anally and particularly to: joyn them to 
F the LORD: And if:thete were not, alas! 
+ $00 great incuriouſneſs about matters of 
A Religion, a- mean'ſo helptul:to the.cntls 
.** thereof, mayibe) put in uſe. $0,-to con» 
& Xlnde this Point, Eſball:Reinforce my 
aSarneſt Exhorrarion ro - Chrifties Parensy, 
ey Sn bthalt of their Chilkdren;-far this par- 
dAicular inſtance: of their Care fortheir 
= Vouls; and to remember Gy/pel Minifters 
their duty -as -to this. - And :{fince 


4 
4 
1; Abroygh the anſerledneſs of the-T imes, ir 
j. Kanno be {o well. tnado cAdftnal, ler both 


n Paſtors andParents double heir Diligence, 
1 {bn bearing inthe Principles::and 'Prattices 
p bf Religion, 1nto the tender: Hearts of 
- Their Children, by: Prayer,. and ach 

| ) * 
. Jaudablemcans, for that Holy End. 
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STAGE 


' we conſider aright, Man ſhall find th; 
hath all the Dimenſions of tbe Bod 
fin and Death, Rom: 7: to the end. / 


.eth to foam: and to boil like the Both 


Eng 
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STAGE III 


The Contents. 
of the evils incident to Children in this Stag 
their Life; Some Rules for the Ordering 
their Life, VVith a Reinforcement of 
| care Incumbent to thoſe that are over thillig i 
with [nmtable Devotion. 


S. 1, JT i is a ſad Complaint of the Spi 

of GOD, Gen 6. 5 That the IJ | 
ginations xe thoughts of the beart of wan 
evil, ani 'only. evil continually, and t 
pweritis, from:his Childhood ; Whic 


tho,where Grace comes , this Canaan 
not cjettes, tho dej Red, this corrupt 


. hath invenomed our whole Nature yg lin 


bath its ſeat in our Heart, [and never cg 


It is a deep thing that no Hu; : 
ine can.reach, for; T be beart is deg 
ful above all things, VP bo can know it > 0* 

I 7. 9. T his diſeaſe doth alienate ws fromd ki 
Life of GOD, Eph: 4. 18. Ic hardneth of'B 


heart, deprayeth our will, peryerteth 0'C 
afteQion 


Perion I. The Little World, &c. ig 
i.afeaions, infeteth our Senles, and in- 
Yfameth our Appetite after evil. O man 
Eſcarch and diflc&t this diſeaſe, and thou 
hall find the Poiſon of Aſps,not only zmder 
by tongue,but in thy heart, Rom: 3, 11. And 
e yery nature of the Serpent in all thy 
Faculties, Which, it refleQed upon a- 
ight, may tbrough the Grace of GOD 
Degin the Riſe, and kindle the firſt ſparks 
of Regeneration, 
$. 2, Although it be hard to Enwmerate 
Il the evils of Childhood; Yer to the 
elp of any conſidering Man in his Re- 
Ctior, I ſhall hint at fome Blemiſhes 
creof : Some have mentioned Vitines 
e.gentis,eperſone. The common Viee 
f Nature, and the more particular evils 
f rhe Clime and Perſon: All have the 
ommon diſcale, which vents it ſelf in 
Nations, Families, and Complex1ons, 
{tin a different manner. So, ſome Natures 
fare more natld., ſome more fervide : In 
FAome the Iraſcible, in others the Concu. 
Ipiicible appetite, doth Predemine. This 


*would be well conſidered, that man may 
[*'be the more fitted ro corret the corrup: 
I*tion of this inconſiderat time of bis Age : 
(Bur the' more particular errors of this 
v Circumftance, are Ignorance , Idlenels, 
” | Carcleſneis, 


Judgement. 
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Carcleneſs, Inconſtderarneſs and Fallen 

whereby Man is Inclined to Lying, Chif® 
iog and Stealing ; So that this india” 
Fool hath ſome Wiſdom to do cvil, MW 
he be ample to good, As allo Envy, &, 
Spirit thet is in ws, ſayeth St. James, lul 
to Envy, and St. Arguſtine after him (0. 
Vidi zelamem pueram, 2 ſort of Emulati- 
and Envy in Young Ones, together wif 
evil cuſtom, Eſpecially in ſpeech, whe. 
by. a-man, alas! laycs afide his Glo. 
and ſoon learneth to ſpeak che Languaif 
of Hell: As alſo, how prone is che Ni. 
ture of man in this Eircurnſtance to lea 
and ule finfull Childiſh Tricks > 'In thin 
belonging to Nacure , which fair Narvlff; 
bach -pur a Vail over, to hid the 
from the Eyes of Curioſity. And 
theſrave Nurſed by an inconſiiierate wi 
aud 'an unaftive Conſcience : Bat wh 
need I mention. theſe evils? Since t 
ponr Sttipling is expoſed naked” ro al 
evils-- under the Sun. So that, Malls; 
when he hath any power to refkeR, i5tiih; 
conſider the mercy of GOD, that evi 

he hath been reduced to any' Senſe ati, 
For, wt 
S. 2. If he ſhall now dcelincat himſd, © 
he ſhall find the Root, the riſe, the ſpruzt+ x 

n 


| 


( 
( 
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We of theſe evils in him; Ignorance:ivthe 
uſe cf all our wandringghe isborn blind, 
id like a whelp,ſceth not till ſuch adlayy 
Þs long cre the ſcales fall off his eyes, and 
s by a mercifull miracle of Grace that 
Sycr he ſecs. Hef's ignorant of GOD , 
hat rude conceptions and Ideas doth his 
Mind and phanſy cenceive of the Derry? 
x conlidering GOD in his Spirnual.and 
oly Nacure,and excellent Properttes,the 
ternal, and firſt Being, che infioixe Rea- 
Sn. and Light ofall the rational World: 

ad fo good that, if known, Man cannot 
Mr adore, fear, love, and choile him 
hen he beholds him in the mirrour of 
is word and works, and in thetexpreſs 1- 
Wage of his perſon, Jeſws Ebrift. He is alſo 
Wooranc of himſclf, rho? (aoſce teipſmmt) be 
common principle;He knows not whom 
e repreſents, being the image of the in- 
1ble GOD; tho much eclipſed by fin, 
A ct there remains iome ſparks and ſcin- 
Is of it in his Rational Nature, Which, 
wt by Grace improved, may reduce this 
Mandring Creature co the paths of Righ- 
*tcoulneſs, He is alſo ignerant of the way 
;to Salvation, and his eyes will be no {oen- 
cr opned, bur hef1 have reaſon to cry our, 
| Whar ſhall I do to be ſayce? As 20. 37 
althe 
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' 
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alcths he may think ar firſt, the way toh 
ſtrair,(for {oindecd it is,fayerh ourSavidie® 
Yet ſhall he (ce his corruption to bet « 

| cay(c chat it is ſo difficult: and if thro 

i GOD's bleſſing he ſhall conſult Grate 

| he ſhall find che way ſo ſtraight and pl 

Y that « wayfairing Man, tho a fool, ſhall 

err #berein. Iſaiab. 25 8. 

S. 4. I ſhall not enlarge upon the oth@*< 
| ey1ls incident to our Nature, Since if chi! 
| of Ignorance were Removed, and ColF" 

{cence awaked to any exerciſe, man ſha" 

find it highly rational co corre& rhe re 

for, when Light coracs in,it will make 

aſhemed of thoſe things we bave taken pleaſa 

in: When we feed the Brute in Darkne 

3 and forgor the Soxl, and left it lyit 

b- maimed and dying in its Blood. Th 
| lighc will cafily gilcover the preferance * 
| love to Envy, Truth and Honeſty to fall © 
| hood;And make the man, when he find! * 
| himſelf naked to hide his cyes from hin. 
| lelf, arid beftow the more abundant Honow 
| , upon bis more wuncomely parts, this gh 

will diſcoyer the Leopards ipots , « 


111 cuſtome, and turn the man from black 
to white, It will reducethe ſtraying ſheep; 
and let him {c: where he'1s, what he 8, 


[if and what he hail do. Peet 
| S, 5. Solomon 


6. _— 
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Ml 6. 5» Solomon gives unto ſuch an cxcel- 
ne DireQion, The feer of the LORD is the 

eg inning of Wiſdom, And the LORD's word 
ker the fimple wiſe, ſayeth the je > 
his parents and teachers ſhould mainly 
Wiculcate upon young gun render Hearts, 
nd as man has by Education, The ad. 
Santage of theſe Infira&ions: So he would 
x alſo taught to moderate.and Govern 
Wis paſſions; and to Rule his own Spirit, 
pecially ro guard againſt any peculiar 
1d perſonal infirmity of his nature,and 
o ſtrangle the Eruption thereof by Dil- 
etion: And with-all to learn ro bow 
Mis knee betimacs, and ſeek Grace from 
OD, who giveth liberally and npbraideth ns 
an: For which he is to conſider the ad- 
antage of Eerly piety, and to weaken fin, 
Mere it come te an habiteÞ Iſcack had the 
þ advantage of good education, but his ſons 
y were more pregmatick, and poſſibly loſt 
; much of his pious inſtruQions, yet doubt- 
; ſels Zacob was well principled from the be- 
ginning, which made him ſo anxious for 
the Bleſſing. Abijab came only to the 
y Grave in peace,of all the Sons of Feroboam; 
, Good Joſiah was tender hearted in his 
: Tender Age, Timotby was inſtruted in 


. the Scriptures from a Child, 2 Tim. Þ 15- 
| Sf. 


24 Phi Noep of the  Periqd,y 
St. Jobn-was a young Diſciple, yet m 
beloved of his Mhfter. Some get their cal 
irrcthe morning, and have much of 
wor? done cre the heat: ot the day; ay 
man flould: receive this Call, leaſt GO 
purſue him with the Red. Iisaſad thi 
to be Satan's Slaye frony the womb: | 
Creature loves tobe fertered, and were-r 
man a dull brute , he would caft off 
Chains of Satam. It's high time to 
wake out of the fleep of fin, and by. as 
tual care toReſtrain the Power of his n 
tural Corruption. This Age, it it do nc 
atſwer , It's education will after cry o 
O mibi Preteritos, &Fe. Becauſe he did nc 
obey the vorcc of his Teachers, Prov. 5. 1 
For ſhall he lec his body Grow. and tt 
Spirit ly in a trance> To have nimb 
Limbs and a laſy ſpirit: Man muſt there 
fore begin at the hcarr, where the Root of 
the eyil lyes: for out of the heart com.t' 
all evil, fayes our Saviour : He muff 
tneretore Wap, Watch, Keep, Guard, cleanſe, 
and purit ths Leart , and ſeek the Bleſſing 
of the Couenzat, Jer. 4. 14. Pſal. 5h. 
IO, Man #1 this Circumſtance muft 
{Eun cvii tmpany , and not liſten to 
the black art uf Knowing the tricks of fin, 
He would baye great cars tat things be 
aright 


una dld 
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right in the firſt Region , for ifthere be 
ag error in the firſt concoRion, the lound- 
nels of Grace will be much Obftrued by 
Wour.natural ditcaſes: , O then preſent thy 
Sou! and ſercs to GOD, and ſcek the Bair 
Mhof Gilead to heal thy ſeul, but bewar of by- 
zocriſy,'to pray and fin, and fin and 
Tray, and thus Run thy (elf inxo a Circle, 
Wrhus to fall into Satans Labyrinth, from 
ce the Out-gate r difficult, a5:the 
(s is dangerous. Rather begian rhy 
General Galling ns a Chrifhan', : and pre- 
pate thy ſelf ro Climb'up to the' Zenirh of 
2 more. perict age. OST 
$. 6. Arid the Rudeneſs of this-[ncon- 
fiderate age > ſhould of itelf inforce the 
xd Duty of Parents and ſuch as are Over Oh#- 
8 drev, to make Cenicience of their Edura- 
of tion, Dewt: I. Compared with Ek: V. 
j* ts be much in Prayer for thery, #nd-to 
<' reachthem to beſcrious. And pray in the 


if Forms following. 
The Prayer Of Parents for their 
Children. 
£{ J-LORD,who bath granted me Ebildren, 
n, give the Bleſſing, end grant them graes> 
x © onfly, asthoudidto Jacob: LORD 


Al D make 
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make them thy Children ; For, better for they 
never to bave heen bern, then not to be born 
gain, It had been better for me that 1 bad b 
barren, then that they be not fruitful to The 
T bave "caſt them upon Thee from the Womb, 
dedicate them to Thee, LORD, accept of il 
for his Jake who became the "Es of Man, «t 
in the dayes of bis fleſh was very kind to Lit 
Ones, beal the Corruption of their Nat 

ſave them from the ſnares of Sin, and Sata 
Open the Fyes of their mind early. tbat 
may know thee, O GOD, Put ſomething. 
tbem that may put them up to Thee; Sant 
their Education , ſave them from tbe unlawft 
tricks of fin, and. be Thou their Tutor a 
Governour, take them, LORD, bytbebe 
and by the band, and lead them in a plain pa 
proſper them in s ; comrſe of vertue ,and never le 

them nor forſake them ; And LORD gh 
tbem that bleſſing that they never forſake Tha 
leaft they fall in a dich, pt Reine: Be Thou 
GOD their Portion in the Land of the Livi 
and make them ſo bappy, and us in them, ih 
8bey may be Enclined to a | awful Calling, 
ſerve Thee, both in General and Particu 
Sardifie their Baptiſm, aud bleſs it 30 th:mi 
ali tbe Periods of their Life, that they may beþ 
devouted to Thee, that they way be aniongft 


member of theſe Lirtle os, that ſhall ſee 1h 
Face far ever, Amen, The 
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The Prayer of Children. 


N Thou Eternal Creator , Who male me 
PS . fearfully and wonderfully intbe Dark, 
&/s of the Womb, and” baſt now brought me 
i8lf the 1/2bt, and flated me won the tage of time, 
tan af my part: ' and given me the advantage of 
Fe »ght of the Glotious Goſpel zbrough the 
ety of my Fwents, good Education and Iny 
Fion , Grant we the Grace to do what is _ 
be in Thy fight, «14 Religiouſly anſwer the 
Wins ard Means «5d for my Good, ſave me 
4 Idleneſs, Negligeree, and Indiſcretion, 

I all tbe Evils thet follozs, and flow fron 
blind mind , Give me to awake, and ſeek 
ee in the morning of my Day ; How (i.ly hath 
Sy degenerate Nature made me? How little 
ffer I from a Brute, and how much obſcure I 
Ligbt of Reaſon, by follv, fleſh, ſenſe and 
? 'LORD give me now as much Light as to 
, Me how weakand Vile I bave been, and to know 
St thou wilt bave me to do; remember not a- 
gainſt me the Vanities of this inconfiderate Age ; 
, @#t ſhape and ſharpen me for Thy ſelf, bat 
G1 may, by Thy Grace , leave the darkmſſeſs and 
bodows of my twilight-time , and look up to 
by Higher Regions. of Keaſon and Religion, and ſo 
m D 2 hegin 


* 
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iayc now learned ſornething of Art, and 
xered upon the threſhold of Seience. and 
ade capableto think, Refle@, and ex- 

ciſe the facultiespt his mind bv ſpecula- 

3n & ſtudy: In which Rage, Parents and 
Iyerſcers ſhould look wal to the Genizs 
Children and their proper gifc , ſince 
ry one bath bis Peculiar gifs of GOD, which 
fhould manure with moft naturai ard 
Meaſant inclinations? Fur it's hard to a& 
aint tide, invite Minrerve, this makes 
Wat coil and lobowr to littlepurpoſe, and 

ithour proficiency: And although $u- 
SEriors arc not fully to be concluded by 
ſwing of cheir Children's inclinations, 
tarc they carctully co oblerye thcis 
y in their after Education , and A& 

cordingly, in cbe Obſerving the me- 
Mods of the Stage following. 


) 


a | 

r ST A GE Fourth: 

% F rom the 12 to the 18 Tear of Man's Age: 
| The Contents. 

; Reſumeth the Doftrine and Inftraffi- 


ens for Ghildren ; And furtber preſſetb 


bome 


== w-_ 
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home the ſpeeial concerns of their life, w 
the Keinforeemert of 1be Care and 
of Parents and Overſeers, with a Tr 
tion from Child bood to Growing 
and entrance upon the Limits of 1 
with ſome Rules and Metives dir 
and preſſing this- 


Wc 


P 
k 
BY 


$. 1.TT is nowhigh time for the 1; 
O Man, to lift up thy Eye « 
higher then the firmament, and t - 
mind thy Creator, look well then thi 
thou conſider thy bounden duty t |] 
GOUDU. the rimous dedication and givin : 
up of chy name to Him, and to pot 
der thy early engadgement and Bay 
tiſmal Vow: and as Wepeitan is the Le 
ver of Regeneration, thou art to look, | 
it hath any i-flaence upon thee: and i 
thou finds any thing of the motions of: 
new life within thee: it Baptiſm has hal 
lowed thee: and ifthon does ſeriouſly 
conſider that thou art waſhed thatthor 
maveſt begin now to eſcape the polutiout o 
#he World through Iuft, and that as new bon 
Babes, thou defire the fincere milk of tbe worl 
that thou ma;:ft grow thereby, and it thou, 


haſt learned the Language 6 f Canaan, to 
, {pcal 
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2t 
ſpeak wich GOD and for GOD, ifthou 


- - —>- 


MF 2ft attained to any diſcretion to put on. - 


of 


propaſſons, and paſſions? lf thou yet 
knows any thing ot the Vanity and De: 


ay ccifulneſs of the World and the neceſhs 
ty of renincing the ſame? lf theſe things 


| be inthee, O Child of Man, .then thou 


layeſt a good toundarion againſt the time 
co cone, and for thy progrels in Piety, 
and Vertue. 

$, 2. And for Parents ard Overſecrs, 
Let me in all modelty, enquire of you, 
it your heart approves you as to your 
Duty co your .Children and VFupils. in 
o1der totheir Religious education: Some 
arc ready to boalt of Bluod and Kinred, 
Friends and Riches, and other worldly 
priviledges: but the great buſſineſs is, to 
lo.:k well they be illuminated with the 
Rayecs of Grace and the beauties and pro. 
perties of Religiort Asalſo if yuu have 
uſed the rod with diſcretion, for he tbat ſpar- 
eth th: rod bateth the Child, ſaycch Solomon: 
Which muſt be uſcd, not out of paſhon, 


but from good Principlesto holy ends, 
For, this is an inſtance of your TO 
OYs 


"J Modeſty, humility, and paticnce 2? If - 
J thou haſt learned to govern thy bumour 
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love of them, ſince GOD Himſelf, thec, 
Father of us all, bath ſaid, how I lovefc.| 
Chtfliſe, that we may be Zealowr and Repen - 
Rev. 2. 21. And be chaſtnetb every ſajljy, 
whom He Receiveth, Heb: 12, 6. Folly gi 
knit t0 *he heart of the Child, till the Rod 


is DL 
Correftion take it out: And it is far bette#].if 
for your Childtcn to feel the Laſh of GC 


your Red,then to be ſtricken and wound,.Jri 
cd with the cfteAts of their own atter, jin 
miſcarriage , when their own Iniquity M 
find them our. m1 
Ss. 2. And it 1s an excellent Mean for thi 
your Childrens happineſs, that you ſtu-- M. 
dy their genius and proper Gift (as I bc}. 
fore hinted) that ſo ye may prepare thera+ ne 
co center ſuch Callingsas may make them; T 
moſt uſeful in rheic Generation: That as 
their Calling be laudable and approved, C 
as little lyable to ſnares as poſhble; a Cal- « 
ling, that may moſt naturally diſ- ff 
poſe them for a courſe of Vertue; And v» 
therefore they would be inſtruted to be t 
Induſtrious, Honeſt and diljgent in the ( 
Exerciſc thereof : And of whatever Rank « 
] 
| 


they be, it 13 a greater blemiſh rhen ob. 
{cure blood, tn be idle in their Generati- 
On ; So that even, the Noble and Rich, 
asthey hayca High and Noble general 
| ET 
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g. %o muſt they af in ſome part- 
c:)1a1 Calling and Exerciſe, in theſe more 
{Eminent Spheres, GOD has placed them 
Gin, And it ye flud your Children's ge- 
Wniusſodiſpoled, it may be very helpful, 
nd bcnoveful for their Comfort in this 
Life, and that ro come, to give them to 
"GOD. and ſeparate them for the Ho 
«Tribe, by the Holy and Honourable Cal. 
| ling of the Goſpel Minifry; Whercin, it 
"Men would anſwer their CharaQer, they 
might get Eſteem and Reſpect, and with 
their Maſter, Grow in favour with GOD and 
Man. 
\. $. 4- Neither is the Femal Sex to be 
» neglected as to this Religious Education : 
.The Daughters are to be directed as well 
asthe Sons; For, as they have Intereſt in the 
Covenant, 2 Cor: 6. to the end. I willbe 
8 Father unto you ({azeth: the LORD) and je 
ſhall be unto Me Sons and Daughters: So, 
when our Sons ate as plants grown up in 
their Youth, and our Daughters as 
Corner Stones poliſhed after the failinade 
of a Palace. it isa preat token of the 
Happineſs of People, Pla]: 144. 12. 15. 
Our Danghters arc not born or bred to 
be idle : For, beſide their General , they 


Nyc a particular Calling to be Employcd 
in 
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T For which _ , and to illuminate 
their life , they are to be yery carcfy], 
and \uch as Overſce them , that they be 
neicher like a gadding Dine , nor a paint. 
cd Fezehel; ot Iſk: the Daughter of Midi. 
a2, woo were a ſtumbiing block , by, 
the counſel of Balzam, tothe Pcople o 
GOD; They muſt ſhun the way of the 
proſtirute Woman inthe Prov; and leam 
ro do vertuoully after the Copy of thi 
gravelt Matrons: And to attire themſelve 
with modeſty, and Vail themſelves with 
ſhamefacednels.and lcarnHumilicy.whid 
isa foundation G:ace, and to beware 


pride and vanity; ſince this may mak 
them like the daughters of Zion. Iſa: 1 
24. and bring baldneſs and a Scab ups 
them in ftea1 of Beauty; T hey would labou 
alſo to refine &Purifie all their Paſſions by. 
giving Chr tt, who is fairer than the Son 
of Mzn, The firſt and higheſt placeit 
their love; and to Eipoule themlelves t: 
ſuch a Blcſſ:d Husband , ee they think 
upon their Nupcials: T hat when by th: 
Approved methods of GOD, and thei 
Parents they begia a conjugal ſtate, the 
may enter the Marriage bed, White « 
Swans, aid Purer then the Snow of [.ebaues 
They wouid leara allo to moderare al 

eneil 


da, 


' Period I. Little World, &&c: ] 
their afteQticns, ſpeech and way, with the 
Spirit of meckneſs, for, a meek and quiet 
Speris 11 the Ornament of a Woman; 1 Pet. 3. 
4. And this being oblerved , let them 
be as vertuous as they can, both 1n a 
ſingle and married life; Let reaſon rather 
then R:»mances be their Stxdy, let them 
Deck their minds, ere they adorn their 
Body; Let them conſider that they are 
the Weaker Veſpl, and under ſubjetion,and 
ſil] rhink ir to þe unſuitable to their Sex 
and way, to be Imperiozs, and not to keep 
within the Sphere, in which GOD bath 
placed them , leaſt they make Clamour, 
Noiſe,and in diſcretion which doth much 
blot and Blur their delicacy. 

$. 5, And now by way of tranſition, 
from the bygone time to the preſent! 
( For in this Stage of Mans life; its high 
time for him to begin to refle&t upon by- 
gone, and to conſider where he is. 'and 


lc 
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? that he aſcends to an higher Horizon } 
Þ [I hill leave all what | Have ſaid in order 
X rothe firſt Period of our lite. and the 


Stages thereof, and take Man in his aſcend- 
ant, by the hand, and lead him by Re- 
ligion in this ' ſecorid Period of his life, and 
the Vatious Circumſtances and Stages 
thereof, 

The 
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The Prayer 
ND then O Great Father of the World, 
3 who by thy wiſe provideneeCeorries Man 
from the Womb to Youth, inthe weak beginning; 
of bis life: and derker Rudeneſ5of unjoined 
Tudgement, who pities bis infamities, and 
provides for bis healing end bilp, by be «x- 
preſles of Pureſt reaſon. Sanfifie this Period 
of bis life, Principle and bllefſ this new Veſſel 
well with the -{weet Odowrs if Religion, that 
there be notf any thing wreng in the firſt Region, 
and nerror and miſdiet inthe firſt tl. 
that ſo Man may be ſhaped axd formed for thy 
ſelf, and Prepared for Felicity in the luftroxs 
and lightſome Steps of thy holy Religion. Amcn. 
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Penod ſecond); 


Of our Preſent time, and the State of our 
Growipg age 
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STAGE I. 


"Which eqtamenceth from the 18 yer 
| of Mans age, to twenty two, or 

; thercabout, 

j 


The Contents. 
Confidereth the portraiture and lincaments of 
Towth, and the evils incident to that i b 


with ſome direSlions and motives 


Right ordering of this EEE 
age; and ſeme bints of | waar ke 
ar to Our Natural, Spirituel end Nioral 
Capacitie, for the bly of of youth: Now et* 
tering more viſible upon the Stage, inthe 


open View of the World. With ſutable 
Devotion. 


] S. I. N 


part of Man's 


Ow cemel toconfider.s ye- 
ry turbulent and dangerous 
Age; Let man now conſider 

what 


EA 


Ce EEE 
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what he is now arrived to? almoſt at the 
top ofthe gra 0 q may bea httle look 
back to the darkerRegion af his Childiſh 
years,and how long he hath bien buried 
inOblivion,withou: crue ſecle & {ojidity,. 
his many Unmaply and Unchriſtian 
Infirmities. It bath been enquired con- 
cerning Childiſh folites : Sce Dr. Taylors 
Dudor dubitantium, Pag: 800. How long 
they arc excuſed, as Inevitable Errors, ang 
Invincible Ignorance: But fince our Original 
{1n,makes usCvlpable & milerabie betore 
GOD. I think ir beſt ro reflet with grief 
upon bygon infirmities; and to labour 1n 
our growing Age nad Youth-hood (which 
I have gueſſed ro begin about the eighs 
teen year of Man's Age) to corre& onr 
ſelves of bygon infirmicies, and prepare ro 
att more wiſcly and (clid'v, inthe more 
grave and ſcttled ſtate of Life. 
$. 2. Youth now i-+ his Morning Riſe 
having the timous lea{on to brgin a courſe 
ll of Vertue and Duty, having put cl cl1l- 
il diſh habits & childiſh things. & being now 
diſhnrangled from tieſc rrifles, muſt aR 
| like aMan.Ged doth make ſome embrace 
| his Yoke from their Yonth,& by hisGrace 
makes the inotjon and life of the New 
| Creatute appear in them and their way, « 


| and luch a Youth is like to be uſefull jn 
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his Generation ro GOD, the World and: 
- himſelf: and O how happy is {uth a ( ne!- 
whom GOD takes by the hcatt and by 
the hand betimes, and 'fitteth him with 
ood inclinations, and warm tender Af- 
{eRions, to loye GOD and fear Him\+ 
And to remember bis Creator in hi Touth, Eec: 
12. 1. Whereby mnch fin and folly it 
\ him is prevented and ſuch corruptions as 
make the way to Life difficult, it not 
\ impoſſible, co Man; Thus, many ſeek 
' toenter in at the ftrait gate, and are not 
found able,& like that young Man in the 
Goſpel, Mat Ig 6. Who probably had 
| ſome good in him, and came to CHRIST 
| ſincerely and not as the Phariſees did, to 
tempt him; Yet, Becauſe the 1dolof the 
World was lurking in hits heatt. he went 
away {orowfull from CHRIST: Bur the 
Youth that bath reminded his Baptiſm 
Vow, is put in a fair way to make progreſs 
in Vertue and Duty. 
$3.But alas!Youth is in a fharp tever with 
a pbrenfie, till COD cool aud core him , 
ſome arerather Gazers then Diſcerne: s; 
a ſortof Animal, that but ſtares on the 
World and knows not well what he is 
doing? Like a Bulleck or wild Colt unac 
quainted with the caſic yoak of dury: He 
Eyaporates 
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; Wk by F and Vanity, like 


imaginary Prince thinks himſclf Now 
ſuch,& who but-he? he towers up into 
Ait, there to build a Caſtle, and prop: 
to get a name through phanſic, wit 
the methods of Fame and Vertue, 
conlidering that he lyes like a ſilly 
expoſed coall cemptation. of; be 
$. 4 The Wiſdom of GOD pronung #; 
eth- thatChildibood 46hd Touthb are Vanity : ”v Nc 
Ix. 10. And - the Pſalmiſt prayerth tha fl 
tbe Erers of bis Touth be not Remembred, Plah ir 
25- 7. The moſt of Youth, withouc Ro «« 
ſtrain , arc cvil ; there may beſo rn 
better natures and Humoars. but all ham: th 
the Common Corrupt nature . which D 
| makes it's Eruptions , like Ze, s 
giveth Cauſe of Regrate all the foll F 
ing life-time: '' Great Awgaſtine, ( who g+ t 
2 profligate youth became the Oracle q © 
DoRors ) becaule of the extravagancid 9 
of his younger Ape, is very full and pas * 
ciculat in his contceſfions. Youth is wi © 
in 1t's own Cconceit,, and fo the Great ! 
Fool, he's a liinle Gay, with warm blood ! 
| (rength and health , ſo char he js ready: * 
co think himſelt invincible; and being@ © 
uncertain Humour , concludes hinakell * 
without a change. But what's thy ſtrength, * 
O young 


| Period 2. Little World, &&c. al 
S © Young Man, to che ftrengrh of a horſe, 
Behemoth or -Leviathan> A Lion or a beaſt 
of Prey may ſoon devour thee, a Feveriſh 
gilcale may ſoon conſume thee, and 
Death, thou fo little thinks upen, may 
turn thy White and Red Complexion ine 
to Black and Palc Luſt. The ſtrength of the 
' bonſe may fail, but ſuch as truſt in the LORD 
{ frall renew their ſtrength, [fa: 40. 29. Icis 
* good then for Youth to pray for che [n- 
| fluence of ii:ar CALL, tat railed Lazarus 
F from the Dead; For, it Grace interveen 
| got, - There is | a:Law inthe Members which 
| rebels againſt the law of the n;ind, which leads 
: the Youth. Ceptive: to the power of fin and 
Deatb., Rom: 2.23- 
$. 4. But i maſt deſcend to mare 
mane Particulars concerni.ng Youth ; 
+ For,this is, in many, a very unruly parc 
of theic Age, very confuſed in the Rati- 
onal.Part;, And man in this State 1s alto. 
gether lighter thetVanity ; \\V ao livi5 much 
by Phanſte and lmaginations , and is 
- Dot ſo careful tov refs the Soul, as to attire 
the Body. Yet a Role hath a greatcr 
 glols aad beaucy than all hi; artificial De- 


corement: O iris ſad ro be proud of 
that .which hides his n:kedneſs, and 
iITeovers that he is fallen! Let this painted 

| E Spectacic 
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SpeRacle appear in view, he is like a 'BY *- 
Aſs ſnuſſing up the wind; Sore arc kg... 
quacious, others Tongue:tyed; Ye 
what 1s wanting in words, is made 

Vaunts and vain Glory; they | 
high that they arc like to fall in a 
Some aQt as ina dream, and roave as 


Fever wich an unjoynted err 


and a Scopeleſs Life, their Tongues are thi y 
own (layeth their way) who is L F 
ever them> They think Religion citheri 
havfic or a Superſtitious reſtraint of tha 

uſts; And ſay, Come let ws break bis Beal « 
aſſunder : And do all they can, tor « 
on Precepicces, and a fatal.fall. Yet ſom © 
( as has been before obſerved ) are mak, | 
tratable: To ſhew that there is an Els 

tion, and tha: GOD has His Jewels amog ; 
a heap of Stones; Some are . taught d 

GOD from their Youth, and arc unde 

His Diſcipline and the Life of Gra 
ſpruting forth in lictle buds, Wha 
makesthem ſcrious ar their Studies, Pioll 
in their Devotion, ſolid in their Cenve 
ſation, and. in ſtead of all rhe Gaye 
from without, They cloath thernſel 
with Humility, Charity, and Holineſs 
act by the Principles of Wiſdem and 


eretion. fd 
% ty Jo Bik 
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* 4 5. Bat alas! This Light ſhines but 
We few. for the moſt take pſicafure to live 
t darker Regions Now this P articular 
mhideration ſhal be, 1.To obſcryec the evils 
ident to this Stare of Mans Age. And 
hþ. The DireQions and Motives for his 
Recovery: 
$. 6. Asto the ficft, I condeſcend upon 
"Firſt, The ignor@nce and prejudice of the Mind 
of Touth; again# all Vitize; And Inclins- 
| . tions to Pike, carryed on whth great Inconfi 
deration. 
: Secondly, Pride and V anity. 
: Thirdly, Stoutaeſs in (in, with an aptneſs to 
follow the ill cuftoms of the Generation. 
x Fonrthly, Idleneſr, and omiſfſipns of Duty and 


0 


” good Exerciſe. 

x Fifthly, A ſlceping and nnexerciſed Conſci- 
ence. | 

S. 7 Firſt, The Philoſopher as well as 
the-Divine obſerves Prejudicia Fuventutis 2 
Great prejudice againſt Vertne: And 
Experience may tcach any Mao, that 
his imaginations baye bcen cvil trom 
the beginning : Ard-ifthere be any thing 
of acquired Knowledge, which is Larnel 
inthe Sthool; Yer Speculation without 
Gracc and ſaving Knowledge is not warm 
Iight, and doth not nouriſh the tender 
£ 1 Plants: 
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Plants : For, tho the man were as learng © 
as Plato or Ariftotle, he is but rude an (| 
dull as torhat Knowledge which tendy op 
Salvation 2 Ar.d the fumsthat come frog Se 
the torge of hisluſts, darken the hearr, aff N 
the head; and if he. hath the Adyantag 
of the Goſpel Light, ſurely his Ignorang F 
flows from Supine Negligence or (If Concui R 
and: ſceſt thuu a man wile in his ow 
Eyes; there's more bope of a fool then of ba nt 
GOD gives Grace to the humble , by k 
youth, for the moſt, is{o (welled will 
ſelf Conceit and vanity , that he will m 
bow himſelt to learn to be wiſe to Satvatin © 
Bur it's better for him to learn of th 
Royal Pſelmift, to icek the gift of rig I1 
Underftanling : And at the wiſcl of King n 
to dig and labour for W:ſdom, as the Priy n 
Cipal thing, as the greateſt coca " 
ment, cither of Youth or R'per yealt © 
And no Man that looksto his Inftinf d 
but finds ic naturally. tending. co thy t] 
which is Evil, Till the Old Mank 1: 
Mortified, ftn lives and Reigns withay V 
contuul, eſpecially, the fin chat agre ! 
with cur preſent frame; Concupiſcend # 
nw rides tua hot Career, fſers up 
Brute, and puts down the Man : It C8 * 
runs the aft:Xions, and blaſls the Plays 


1 Period 2, Little World, &c. 45 
W of Zim with corrupt Breath; It makes 
W the Man Degencratce, and by giving 
t place tocarnal, quencheth the Fiams o 
Seraphick and Divine Love: It makes the 
"Man a brure Who might by Grace be 
g made an Angel. Awake then out of {I-ep: 
g For if thow live after tbe fleſh, thou ſhale die, 
Row, B. 15. | 
k $, 8. 2h. As to Pride and Vanicic, 
much incident ro youth , Becauſe he 
8 knows not well where - he is, and hath 
| ſuch complaſancy in his preſent Circum- 
q ſtances, as not to conſider what may fall 
x our toa' Mmortial Man ; Pride and vanity 
| may ſoon be layed with Herad's; And a 
| lictle time of a Dilcale, 'may Make him 
$ more feeble then an Infant: Solomon faw 
| much of this vanity, 2nd ſaw no cure for 
t, but by Religion, and the conſ(1deration 
t of our account '' at” Judgement; Pride is 
| deviliſh, itturned Lacifer to a Nevil;: And + 
| the higher any rowers up the more ſubj:& 
| 1s he toa vertiginous- fall, His here as 
| well as his Brains prove Air, buc G-O D 
| hates the proud 4 and Agur prayes;LORD. 
| Remove from me vanity and lies. Prov. 'J8. 
8. Let no man then Glory in Srengrh, 
Wiſdom, Riches; or Beauty; bur. les him: 
; that Glorieth Glory in the LORD. Fer. 9: a 
| 2 
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ye ſtout brarted, (ayes the Propbet, | 


Period a P 
24, This vanity makes a man _walkje 

pein ſhore, and at thc worſt Patt O 
Scene, tos play the Fool: 


6. 9. Ziv. Srontnels in fun, Oe. 


/8 
fi 
mult Roup ce GOD look upon - 
This. is a Narural & contracted hardy ho 
of heart, that alienates Man from the Lify 
GOD, Eph, 4 8. His blindneſs maly x3 
him bold; Yer he hath nat only an & 
el; wizh- Balaaw, bur the Great G 
Le his Enemy; Coifider this thou- that fo 
gets GOD, leaft he tear thee-in picces why 
ebere.ie none to deliver, Dſa!: FO: 22> Al 
wake your ſour heart turn intoa f 
Mind, far who.can ſtand againſt GQN 
when He is angry, Vet alas! how licy 
tious is this-ſiare of Age ?And.do (| 
astheirrongue were indeed (hour own, 
GODNwill-nrcak: this foa-bardineſe,& 1 
thee cither common, or cruſh-theet New 
then be ſtout in-{12 , except theu think 
maſter thine Enemy, If thou Kick gal 
the prieks, CHRAST cam caft thee dow 
atid tugn a ſtourhearted Sexl; ;yato a bu 
ble Paxl, to cry out (RD Kibar wibTiy 
bave: me: 10 da, ils 9. 6. {I 
$. 10 4lv. Idknefr ond emifffons of Duty, | 
Yanth's:ycry provc theecunto, to of 


be 
C 
C 
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) (when he ſhould remember his 
ECremor) as he dwelr in a Land of For- 
:getfulneſs, Wherein he paſſech much of his 
'time cre he conſider the preat uſe there- 
of; He lets the Nighr come on him, 
"FP herein nm» man can work, Joh. 9. 4 And 
may drop into the Graye, Where no buſſi- 
{ neſt is, Eccleſ:g. 10. His Life is but a 
| Bigreffin, if he work not while it is cal 
tel the day, and work not for Eternuy : 
Our Life 15 but a Minute and for a Day; 
' Ochat thou knew in this thy Day, the 
| Thivgs that belongs to thy Peace. 
'$- 11. lv, A ſleeping and unexerciſed Con- 


ſeienee, This is a great Diſceafe in Youth, 
which occafioreth bad conduR, Youth is 
* fubje@t ro fnconſideration, !ayeth not 
thmgs to heart as he ſhould do, his 
Conlicience Ilycth under a heap of hu 
mours;And fo is void of AQtiun, a 
neither informed or Employed : He 
looks not to the Rule, nor refle &s upon 
his wayz wherecay he ſhould firſt conſult 
| the Word, and thereby awaken and in- 
form his Conſcience to have his boſom 
Monitor, Vigilem; And the Witneſs within 
| him honeſt, And judge impartially, 
| according to the Rule : Man cannar 
wan Conſeicnce, becauſe there isa iy 
un 
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Period.y 
But Conſcience may ſleep, be. brit 
d:adned, and to Government, uleleſa 
unaCtive, ias Tertwllian long ago: hath ol 
ſerved)becaulc it is not a God,noſce teipſmg 
know thy ſelf : | he Heathens Leſſon 1s ver g; 
fi: for a Chriſt;:an. | he benefit of $@ þ 
Acquaintance, ends much to right Dilcn ea 
11cn and the Government of our Life 
Which makes many invert that of > 
Paul, I know nothing by my (elf, fa 
want of refl:Ction, they can curſe, ſwear, of 
lie, and work ab-mination , and thei 
hearc,never ſmires them: So they are Id 
to themſelves, and put under the'{addd | 
plague, of getting ſweceſ7 in fin. Bercer n 
have the Way hedged with Thorns, lea} a 
thou run torvine, and labour ſo to guik ti 
thy ſelf that thy Heart condemn thee not, and ( 
ro exerciſe thy ſelf with St. Paul, to haves « 
Gonſcience yo1I of Offence tewards GOD. au ( 
Man. c 

7 

( 

| 


S. 12. Many -++-r thine may bead 
ed; as raſhnels, ,- 
following vain cuſtoms; y.. «JC 100 
a calling and courie of lit: with. ng 
Deliberation, but mcerly from tondneb 
and folly , drive like Jebr, in the purſuit 


of their carnai love, and 'enter into 4 
marricd ſtate, ſo raſhly and — 
| | t 


| ealjon to ſpeak to, after this. 
'  &. 13. And fo I come to the ſecond 
thing, to wit, The direfions and motives for 


| bisrecoverie , and the ordering this (tare 
of Age. 


| tothele evils fore-mentioned, that he be. 
' Confiderate, Knowing. tender-hzarr 
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that they may have leafure eneugh after, 


to regrate; and (o youth runzhimfelt into 
ioextricable difficulties: But quod faciendun 
ſemel deliberandum div. And he ſhould cn. 
gage in this warcfate with good advice: 
bur of the moſt of theſe, | may hayec oc- 


1. A5 long as Man climbs to the top of 


| the Wheel , and Aſcends to the hight of 
his Temporary Horizm, he ſhould take 


leaſute ro look back on [11s bygone life, 
and view well tnat heat contrary Good 


cd, bulic in good Exerciſe, rhat his 
Conſetence be awak*d,& himſc}fhumble, 
even cloathed with humility which Jayes 
a goa0d foundation for the Reception of 
Grace in his after Age, that he learn to 
change Vain thoughts} into [)elibera. 
tion; and Paſfions to rule them by a quiet 
Mind, peaccable by patience and Mode. 
ration, and: the ſooner he liſtens ro the 
Call of GOD, ic will be caſicr for him, 
that with great Aug: he be alarmed wich 

{Mat 


The' the 
. I0F the Act ho 13 11, tbl 
time 't0 awake owt of ſleep: Memory nit 9 
decay in old Age. But Youth muſt 3 
member , hear Children the infiruftion{ 5D 
Wiſdom Prov 6. 7. And fince ſome a 9: 
fnarched away in their younger yeah 1 
ſore fin away, and fome play awy D 
their 'time; Yooth ſhovld not - thinkj % 
roo foon to be ſeriowr, ſince polibly b ly 
may not live il] he think it time rol} ”® 
ſerious. 

S. 14. It is Good for youth that is rea i 
roſtare upon raticics, to take Wild h 
from the example of ſuch as miſcarry, * 
leaft be bimſelf become an Example, and 
lad accidents to others, ſhould make us 


ſten tothat of Solomon: Follow the way of gon 
men: Better to be A monument of 


4 


than of wrath, He muſt impartial 
correQ{the errors of his bygon life, at 
not be ſparing in his own caſe to cry ou, 
with Judab againft the Harlot , and yr 
be the man himſelt that is defiled, Gen.:Jf 
24. He muſt conſider how he bath cart 
ed 1a all relations, what ſentiments hd 
had of Religion, what was his Tem 
ration, inclination, humour and phanſfl 
what was his gift, and what little goed 
he hath done : And if he Confider _ 

c 


C 
f 
l 
l 
| 
| 
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he may acknowledge that be bath no 
: abexed i be voice of bis Teachers, | and that his 
Njcaion hath bur Come by fi:s, b 


' that Puſſibly, he hath harboured,. 4' 

+ does harbour ſome predominant fin;and 

4 he were (erious he would tind our the 
j Dalileb that hath poſteſſed bis heart, 
j and know where the ſtrength of his ſis 
' 

| 


lycs, and pray, with the Plalmift, LOXD 
who knows bis errors > Pjol. 1g. 12. 
 S. 15 TI is high timethen co ſme thy 
thigh, and knock thy breaſt, and to be 
humble for thy -bygon errors, which thou 
may know to be a fincererepeatqace for them 
- that if thou were placed in the former <1t« 
; Camfſtances, thou. would(t nur read theſe 
| fallies; And that thou doecft nor reliſh 
| them with wonted affeQtion : And lince 
| they have not ruind thee, ſhow thy 
zcal & revenge againſt theſe thy formef 
ldals; keep no reſerve, leaft thy Religion 
be Partial and Unplcalant ; look back 
with grief, and redeem it with Duty, tell 
natthry time for nought, be no more be. 
guald wirb toyes, look back with Repen- 
tance, and betoge thee with Prudence. 
- $. 49. It is more then time, alſo ta 
conſider thy Baptiſmal Engagement , 
Whetcby thou art ſworn to GOD, gets 
is 


52 Toe Map of the 
his mark and his Cognizance of Chri 
nity, Thou muſt renunce ftn and Satay 
GOD can make thy Baptiſm EfieQuifh, 
but *tis by Faich, Repenranc? and Oba of 
ence, that it works in the Adult; ThiiN 
muſt give the Anſwer of a goad Conſcienh 
1 Per.3.21.cothyBaptiſm as St.Peter {peal 
thou mult . waſh in the Laver of Repenen 4 
tion,till irproduce the ntw- Creature. An 4 
draw Vertue, as a living Member froy By 
thy Biefled Head. *. pl 
$ 16. Who is now wrfe toconſider the a 
thiags ? look how the; LORD trains the cc 
in his Providence ſrom- Childhood 't F 
Youth, GOD may bring thee hom 
with the voice of the Rod: look tha p 
what influence Providence hath upon thy I! 
Younger hearr, if ir be humbled and & 7 
co receive the Bleſhngs of Religion, 
S. 17. And yei; more particularly to 
dire& this ingoverned Ape, thar: need 
folidicy ro Keep ir from Recling ,"- tt 
Scriprure teacheth thee, 1, to remembi 
thy Creator in the daycs of thy Youth; Tt 15'1 
part and a great part that layes the foui 
dation of practical principles, Memento'v 
vere O& memento Mori: both to remember 
how co live and how to die. And" 
the Scripture bids thee flee yourbful 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


luſts 
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ag 2 Tim: 2,2,1 What theſe luſts-are 


thou reais not there, but certainly youth 
*hath its 14:e6 wridoums- proper luſt r, the vice 
| of their age, of their nature, perſon and 
Nation. Yer if thou lcok taxthe contrary 
{ Vertucs which the Apoſtle there coms 
| mends, as Righteouſneſs, Grace, Faitb, Love 
| &e., Thou ſhak find, Injuftice, Ambition , 
Animoſuy * Car nality , Unulineſs, F acilenefs 
| Broils, Twmults, Conteſts, and Duels that 
roduceth dearfull deaths, -all which are 
againſt Charity which the Apoſtle therc 
commends, bnt thou muſt follow after 
Faith, Love, and Feace. .',,,, 
. Secondly, Shun idlene(s and:.evil Com 
pany, beware of the Tayern and Stew ; 
If ſinners entice tbee, conſent thow not, It isa 
' Token that GOD hath calſed thee, 

If cheu choice a_ Right Calling ; Ir is 
time for thee now to think how to live: 
Every minute « f our ſhort day has its 
Work ; Confider-then well whit Work 
thou, puts thy Hand to and what Cali Of, 
by the Advice ct theſe that ate Wilcr 
than thy ſelf. may through GOD:'s Bicl- 
fling ſerye thee in this World, and not 
Impede thy | cog Calling as a Chriſtian; 
Let thy Calling not -be inſnat mg but ap- 


p 


proved, propone not fo much Gain as 
Contcnicdnels 
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Cement ; Ang (a by _ | 
Oerern 7, tne | > 4 ing, OF 16 
i8g under Chriſt, our grear 'Ap3ſtic, at 
mgh Prieſt, - iis very. deſiteable; For 
makts Heavew-and the Golden Wayr! 
rends to it, the greaceſt Hudy and epyw 
the Candidates It gives him a 'Profpe 
ro view the Embelliihie Toys of a-val 
World , and occaſion to Contempli 
GOD, and (ee T hings inviſible: {te malkd 
the Man, if he aniwer his Charatter,)1 
Man of GOD, a guide to the Bliri 
Strength ro- the Weak, and,- accordie 
to his meaſure, a Saviout; -For-in- ſo 
ing, be ſhall' ſave bis own Soul end them th# 
bers bim: And if through the badnefs « 
che Sou], hedo not alwayes ſucceed Ih 
Miniſtry; Yet tho -1ſreel be not gathered 
his Reward is with his GOD. *Tis teus 
the prejudiced and ignorant World ail 
have other Sentiments , bur it knows oi 
the Uſe, End and Rewards of this Rail 
of Men: But taking pleaſure in. thei 
own way, they may Rate it accordingt# 
the Reliſh of their corrupted pallat'; M 
this ſhould not diſconrage any Era 
or engaged in it ; ſince our Blefſed LOR! 
was {o raited; that the Prophet fay 
When we ſte bim, there it my 
; 


:ofiÞ-tiod 4 — Little Workdy whe; 55 
Hl that we ſhonld defire bim. lj, Beware of 


ry palhon, chat ir. predominE vor, ekher in 
1 the Irofeible Or Concupilgtble Appctite: Be 
| WM not too intent upon triffes; bur learn tobe 
will folide io chy florid Age, fhun raſkneſs 
alſand feed not upon wind; | Particulary; 
guardc againft Carnal oye, which hath 
& bcen the \grem bane of many t Wiſe Sblo- 
ww was intangled with it, - cho in the firſt 
$ > Chap:5f the Provche giveth ſound coyrs 
4 fel again this Detirian and Vanity : If ini 
9 duc tire ib good advict;thou aft a ſuis 
ble Mate carry as the Chernbr. with the. 
; && Propiriatory in the midft, & like-che-Sun 
þ& and Moon who never meer, but by'che 


| diſpoſition of nature amd iflues {itch ins 
hf Heences as refreſh the catths 5. It ts 
" - 


if 200d co ſeaſon and (weeren chy-Hun 
ff daimes with Religion, thy Enemie 
{ hath an cvil-eye up»n. thy Genius /; and 
$ and if hecan proſtrace- thee to a carnal 
i phanfic, he - gains his point; for if paſhon 
es. 20d phanſic ' predomine; the better pre 
1h! 18 pur low: Bur I write wnto vow, vorng men, 
i bhicexſe ye -heve overcome, ( or ſhould over- 
come) the wicked one, L Job. 2. 13. And to 
{pil Saran at firſt, is our great adyantage; 
1 Thy thoughts arc but tndigeſted till ehy 

cart be eſtabliked wikh Grate, Enniec 
thy 


j 
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thy Talents and gifts, and the wh 
of the morning of thy lite, that thou mag 
manure them ; & found well that in thy 
after lite thy building totter not; loak 
back what you havc been; you ly a whill 
in the womb, fl:cping in a dark Cell,op 
the Breafts , the dug was. your carg 
whilc at School, che ferula was your text 
and the play your pleaſure, thc Schad 
was tothee a Priſon,an 1 the, play. houſe 4 
palace,b:gin thereforewe]] withGud, ford 
carelets mind now,may make thee ſtupa 
all chy:dayes. If thou labour. to ht 
thy ſins and thinks to Repent -aker, rhol 
begwles thy ſelt,. hecaule thuw cannot pro 
mile to thy. (cif a- day after. ; and hd 
that: day ſhould, come thqy, art not ſurt 
that. GOD will give-rchee wm ee 
well .and. aft accardingly. guard agai 

the.vice of the time, and of your age and 
perſon ,be conftant and fivcerc in duty ; 
and:pever undecjake any buſineſs of con: 
lequence, withoix., advice. : - Moderate 
your Recreatons. , and negle nal 
the Unum neceſſarium ) the-ons thing 
needtul. | n ; 
| $ 1g. And for mntives to prels..tby 
timeons duty of youth, * conſider. 1. Tbal 


Early fruit is a ſeaſonable ſacrifice | 
GOP 
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GOD. Ir is a good thing to bepin with 
FGOD, and the ſooner thuu b-gins, the 
Wore is the more caſte, bur if fin take 
Jock. rooting . It 1s not fo fon eradicated, 
rh(y; And makes the Sinner, . like the Erbiopian, 
lLogf that. can not change hishew : But cimous 
arg) beginning in (race -breeds a great deal 
fexs of Facility to ſerve G O' D, and makes 
hodl Ebrifs yoak eafie: Grace gives thee acome- 
ſe 4 ly Feartrre, and- Foſeph thereby was berter 
ors. adorri's than his Coarmade him;lt makes 
wid thee Sptendid and Honourable, it breeds 
ith 2 ſatisfying and. ſolfde Foy to the Soul, tt 
hob ſweetneth all the accrbitics and rediouf- 
pra nels of Dilcipline and other Incumbran- 
the cs; And tho Youthful luſts may make 
ſary, it at firſt a little difficult, - yer if thou fee 
iph; them, and mortify them, and follow after 
my Godlineſs ; The difficuliie will over, and 
Religion will become thy delight. 2h- 
Remember thy Creator, and conſider the 
examples of Y outh that have done lo; St. 
Jobn wrices roY oung Men,as well as toFa- 
thers, and Timothy knew the Scripimes 
from his Youth, Youth muſt conſider 
 that,thohe bloom & blofſom,ye: a little 
hy blaſt may much wrinkle and wither him; 
hat as the Flower begins to hing ics head, and 
ed loſs much of its beauty and {me}l , ti : £ 
's al 


od 


| 
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fall amongſt the portion of weeds : By 
carly Piety is a {ayoury ſacrifice to GO 
to bring to him thy Fr Fruits. Tol 
ſanRifyed from the Womb is cxtraore 
nary, and in the Womb ſingular, at 
ro be ſanRifyed in Youth, is rare: Y 
many Young Men and Virgins gave 1 
their lives for Chriſt; and wilt thou n 
ſacrifice thy fins for him > O buta n« 
Heatt is pleaſant in a Young Breaſt! |, 
a new (prung Roſe ſends forth a fra x 
ſmell: And in thy Youth thou haſt 
Advantage of warmer affeQions; Ca 
and Incumb'ances ceaſcth upon yea 
but Y outh is free to cere ' tbe things of 
LORD, The Young Diſciple had war! 
eſt affetions, and, if thy loye be fix 
for the right Objet, it may be a wat 
Seaſon to produce Fruit, Suffer not | 
therefore to prepoſlcſs thine heart, whi 
may trouble thee all thy daves, and ma 
thee poſle(s the fins cf thy Ycuth to t| 
ſorrow; And with the P/elmift, haye re 
fon to pray, Remember not the errors of | 
Youth, Plalt 25. 7. 
$. 20. And, For the further advan 
ment of the Piety of Youth; Lett 
riſing Generation conſider. 1. The Gl 
«nd Dignity of Adoption. 2ly. The L ufter « 
Fragre! 
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A. Prograncy of Grace. ly. The Guidance of the 
- i Spirit. 41y-. The Guardianſhip of Angels. 
w 5ly.Their Inberitence. .7. Then, the Glory and 
OI Dignity of Aduption; Tis no' [ma]l mat- 
= rer forto be the Children of GOD, 
c 1*le moke bim my firft born bigber than the Kings 

ye u of the Eerth. CHRIST became the Son 
u 9 of Man, that thou mighteft become the 
4 09, Son of GOD : Re wat humbled, that 
* # thou mightef} be Exalte(, and .except 
7 thon Receive him, thon haſt no ritcle to 
Yu Adoption. Job. 1. 12. Cloſe with Chriſt, 
Ca andthen thou may life thy heart and 
W head as high as Heaven , and Glory in 
thy high deſcent, tho thon dwell in'a 
houſe of Clay: be then'of a noble Spitic 
with Caleb.o 2ly. The luſtre of Grace, 
which makes thy face to ſhine with Moſer, 
and makes thee altogether Loyely ;' O 
what excelency, and vertue is in the new 
heart! How Bcautious arc it's Rayes up- 
upon the life ! Man thereby becomes like 
nimlelf, and Maſters all brutal Pahions; 
Grace isa Ray of GOD, ir is all in light, 
life and loye; If itcou'd be feen, 1 would 
/ be fairer than theSun. it puts ſuch a prin- 
the ciple in thee, thar th6 fin way infcſt, yet 
it ſhallnot prevail becauſcihe Seed of GOD 
Remains in thee, and makes tbe Righteous man 
DP 2 i076 os 
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more excellent than bis Neighbour. Prov. 1 
26. Jly- - The guidance of the Spirit; whic 
is. not, only the CharaQer, Bur the Priy 
ledge. of the Children of GOD: The way 
hoes hou an unerting guide, an 


tho.thou ſhould nap lean to a Phapati 
and. Entbufiſtick, Spirit, yetin the. uj 
of che. means, thou muſt Rely upon th 
gracious condu@ of GOD's Spirit, For, 
thaw be. led: by tbe Spirit, thou art the Son ( 
GON. Rom. 8 14. 4ly. The Guardia 
ſhip;of Angels. The clder Children guar 
the younger ; If thou wa:k in GOD 
way, they get charge over thee. Plal.g1. I. 
They rejoice at thy converſion, defigt 
 in- thy dyty . and keep thee in all th 
waycs. Sly. The inberitence, All is your: 
and ye are Chrifts, and Chrift is GODS ; 
Cor, chap. Z to the end, Heirs and Cc 
heirs with CHRIST , and have intere 
in that inheritance tbat is incorruptible, wit 
the Saints in light ; which ſhould . mak 
the World belittle in thine eye. 


The Prayer. - 


LORD, I am now in a dangerous Stag 
of my [ ife Ready to run Round in aGirel, 
of fin to my own Ruine! O ancient of Daves 


tak 


TP «£ 


_ for Man that underflandeth not is like the beaff 


.; me do nothing unwortby of my Birth and bopes, 


> Period 2. Little World, 8c: Gr 
4 take me hy the Heart and hand in the morning 
2 of my life, to noon tide , anoint me with Freſh 
0 land guide me by Thy Word and Spirit 


that periſh: Creat in me a clean heart and let 


give me the faculty to open-mine eyes to look up 
to Thee, and deliver me from Unbelief and youth- 
full follies; It hath pleaſed Thee to call -ſfome of 
the worſt of Yonth; give ſo muco- Grace as may 
illuminate and dire an inconfiderat mind, water 
the little end tender plantation of my -heart; in- 
finence me with ſuch Heavenly motions, as may 
awaken nie out of my firft ſleep wherein I bave 
ales, ſlumbered too too long, poſſeſs Thy own 
purchaſe, and let not Satanor any tuſt get 
peaceable reſidence, where Thy hol; fret have trod: 
Give me to fee the-Rarities and Glories of the 
New Worla of Grace, make me a mirasle ana 
a monument thereof, that 1 may rejoice that 
onee | was darkneſs and now am light in the 
LORD, reftore me to a Right Mind. caſt out 
of it all dregs of fin, and turn it from a den 
of thives to a Temple for Thee, give me Grace 
not only to remember, but ſerv: my Creator «nd 
with ſclid Judgement [wear under thy banner 
and Vow an inviolable fidelity to tbee my LORD 
and Maſter, that 7 may grow in Grace as in 
dayer, that in due time 1 may be perfetted. 
Amen, STAG 
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STAGE ſecond. 
From the 22 to the 3o Year of our Ape, 


The Gontemts, 


After ſomc IntroduQion, the ſetled life of 

Chriftien in'this Period, is confidered, part 
exlerly as to the Marriage «nd @ Jawfu 
Calling; with belps and direQions ſuteabl, 
O- motives to excite him to duty in this Stag 
of bis life, with (ome praQice of Deyort 
ONn,eſpeeially to theMeaner ſort,as to the ba) 
lawing of their Houſe and clling. | 


$. 1. "THe Race of Mans life Rolls or 
2 wheel, and the Spoak tha 
is aſcendant, Immediatly goes down and 
declines;thou ſhouldeſt therefore run tha 
thou may elit obtain, improve well th 
youu: becauſe bygone is paſt, and tho 

nows not whats beture thee:But this thoi 
art (ure of, thattime paſlcth as a though! 
and Eternity can-not be comprehende: 
with thy choughts; thon ſpends thy tim 
here in an Imaginaty world: But etc 
ni'v 1s ſolid and cannot alter. 

S. 2. {t will be fit then in this Stag 


if chou haſt come to any (olidity. I. t 
loo, 


riod 
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look back to thy former wayes; 2. To 
conſider what frame thou art now in, as 
| to thy preſent Circumſtances:After which, 
it being now the ordinary time that man 
begins to think upon a ſettled life: Con« 
ſider to enter there-into (eſpecially a mar- 
ried ſtare ) with great deliberation, aud 
* be carcfuil, that thou manage and cxer- 
_ cile thy particular Calling, by the Rules 
| and meaſure of Religion, with mcans to 
conduR, and lead you in the Right path, 
and with Scalonable Mortives to periwad 
| thee into the duties of a foriſ-familiated 
Life, and the Employ of thy Calling : 
All which are ſummed up with ſome 
' ſerious Refilexion and ſuitable Devotion. 
$. 3. Firſt, I +bowgbt upon my former ways 
ſaycch the Pſalmift, Pal, 119. 57. Thou 
will not get that wbich is paſſed, again, 
nor the Rez Geſts, the thing done, undone: 
But byRepentance, ſo the Pſalmift prayes, 
Let not the errors of my Touth be remembred. 
Look that thou leave not an error 11) the 
firſt Region, leaſt thy following Life be 
not ſo health ful: If thou leave any In- 
remperat Work behind, it may turn to 
A row of Bitterneſs, Heb. 12, 15- Thou 
muſt found well, and bring up your 
Work upon a right Balc; For. alas ſome 


arc 
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are unhappy for want of Education. 
Infirution; ſome abuſe and negleth 
and imprc ve only as to Gifts, but ne 
Grace; They learn a profcſhoy but ny 
Chriit : Let thy heart therefore, be ew 
in the Covenant, thy Faith rea], thyk 
pentance unfeigned, and thy Engag: 
ments [olide; Ard then thou may ha - | 
ſome clearneſs and peace as to 3 


and Vere. | 
S. 4. 21. Look to thy preſent Tea 
and Temper; O if thoz hadft known, mn 
tha in this thy fav; Said Chriſt, wil. 
weeping Eyes to Jeruſalem, Luke I9 1. 
To day if jou will bear bis Voiee, P(al. 11 

the end : It is now high time rv be wil! 
than before ; Thou haſt Work enouy' 
adoe both for Time and Erernity 2 Bu 
th r:fore an Ark to fave thee, thot 
World mack thee, as it did Noah 
Seek firſt the Kingdom of GOD, and oth 
things will be added to thee. Romemba 

Hoc opus hoc age, is our Mivtro, There 
much to he done, and mncb to be undone 1n Ot 
der to R eligtan : Inq uige not fin, Eſpecial 
ly garde againſt a courle of fin : Forecal 
dangers and be as frugal in duty as pot 
ſible, which will help ro faſten thee a 
the Roor. which will not be ſoon ſhaken 
with T:mp:ation. S. 5. And 
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$. 5. And with this premonition thou 
muſt a&t under GOD for thy elf, and 
thou hadit never more nerd ef right Con, 
out chan now: This being the ordinary 
tim? that Man (ets out to a (erled Life,and 
unier GIN, good Example, ard 
a: the Conduit of the Holy Word and Spis 
WM - tic, he doth begin to think upon a rela« 
Jo and a conjugal Litez And fer up in 


the Exerciſe of his particular Calling : Ir 
MF wiil be fitting that be be led by the Hand, 
a , as 10 both theſe, by ſound and folid Di- 
"1 - retion ; And the influence of Motives to 
; excite him ro Duty. 

S$. 6. As rothefifſt, it will not be amiſs 
'toſpeak a little to theſe parriculars follow- 
' irg. Firft, That thou lay a foltd Foun. 
, dation by Religion. 21y. That thou enrer 
Into ſuch a ſerious and laſting ſtare of Life, 

with the good Advice of GOLE.& under 
him, of thoſe of Experience. Yly. Thar 
thou propoſe the molt paicalſable means 
and gond Ends for the Comfoit and. 
Contentment of thy Life. 4ly. That they 
fall upon the moſt cl-ar and approved 
Methods co attain theſe Ends. And 1 af- 
ly, When engaged in this Relation cf 
conjugal Life, thatthou carry well there- 
in, and behayec as a ({olid Chriſtian in 
thy 


I === 
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thy Family. Firſt, Except the L O Riflhif 
build the bouſe, they labour in vain that bulifi:( 
it, Plal: 127. 1. See chat thou marrygye; 
the Lord, and that thou ſet him befaſhc 
thee, that he may be at thy Right-hanlþes 
and keep thy Heart flill in His Hanfſkhy 
that thy choice may be dexterous anfilha 
fortunate; learn to be a Chriſtian af; 
Elpouſe Chriſt erc thou be a Husband iy 
a witc; for Religion is the bond,the Bleſi pp 
ing, the bcauty, and the thritr of thi;Ke 
Relation, and will have a greater infly pr 
ence upon the peace, and proſperity of 
thy family , and the ſweet converle(Po 
the married twain. Pſal.128 2. And malvme 
them live together as Heirs of the graey,jar 
Life. 1 Pet. 3. 7. Jy. Thou ſhouldeſt m. to 
enter raſhly unto thts Covenant; Conk mr 
der what thou does: Seck Counlel at Gat a 
and ga0d men, elpecially of thy Parent ol 
Letinor Pride. haſt, paſhon, and indiſcw t; 
tion, engage thee to make ſuch an ad' b 
venture, and if the Council of GOD ant @ 
good men be wanting, thou mayeſt i f: 
fond this night, avd faint ro morrow; act © 
begin to repent when it is too late, awd: 4 
can{t propoſe no Remedy, but that whid 
is defperate. Jy. Have a Right deſign t 
before thee; Marry Rationally and with | 
diſcretion 


Pe 


' 
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Wiſcrerion, conſider the ends for which 
GOD has appointed Marriage: And ne- 
Wycr think ro accompliſh them , except 
hou ſhape our fir means to obtain them; 
bewar of Being unequally yoked. Let 
hy match be (ſuitable, if thou wouldeſt 
hayc it profitable : Conſider how thou 
ſhalc live in that Relation, that thou may 
alive well in It. Bewar of the Snare of 
« Peverty, nor too greedily look after gain; 
Keep the midle mean, and that 1s to 
propoſe an honeſt and unchargeable way 


'of living, Say with Ag: Give me neither 


p "__ nor Riches, but what's convenient for 
me. Bc not coo confident, in that thou 
wart, Perhaps, young avbd ſtrong 


. to provide for thy (elf: For thy youth 
- may ſoon fade, and thy ftrength decay; 
- a laudable (ſecking after a creditable way 

of living is thy duty that thou haye ſome 
talent and ſtock; to ule well, which may. 
' by che Bleſhng of GOD. be improved, 
andthy Family provided. 4lv. T hat thou 
fall upon moſt clear and approved meth- 
ods toattain theſe ends; Beſides what is 
already himed, thov art tocngage in this 

(etled tate with conſent of Parents, if 
they be living, for if thou oughteſt ro 
honour cr obey thy Parcnts, as \ + 

OI 
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Word dire&s. Eph. 6. 1 Then thogiF! 
not be bur culpable: If in this thou oe 
contraty to their will: And if the SF 
ture gives it as a note of Prophane 1 
that by bis Marriage, he wasa grid 
heart to Iſazscand Rebekah * Whe 
Jacob followed his Fathers Cou 
thou ſhalt find it moſt agreeable to fol 
Facobs Rod, and it thy parents ſhoul 
roo tyranical: and (elf willed in chi 
imped rhee for their own ends. or asf 
Apoſtle:to the Hebrews, ſaycth in the @ 
of Chaſtifement, for their own pleaſt 
yet ſhouldſt thou be very ſubmils; BE 
rhey be unreaſonably wilfull. chou h 
fuge in the Church, which hath pal 
to call Parents to an account of their t( 

ciousneſs: But this poinr is fofully bY, 
led by Divines, and determined by 
Church,thatIſhallnor enlarge this tre 
upon it;Only I wonld commend this 
{ineſs to be orderly done, wich all thi 
neceſſarly previous to its conſummatl 
and with ſuitable ſolemnicies 1n the | 
of GODs Charch, and nor after ſome 
ſual Caruſe, nor done like a thing | 
dares nor hold up ics face; bur doth ia 
and ſneak in corners, as the perſons eng 


ing were aſhamed that it ſhonld be kno 


a A 
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8 the, World; whereas they muft givean 
Fcount of it before GOD, Angels and 

n. And make " c poſted, 0 Sie pep? 
prigen they ſoul 5 approve theraſelves 
to their ownCon == 2nd to ther re- 


Y, 


lar Church; The Bte: clfing whereof is nor. 
\ be deſpiled þ any private Man. 5h. 
o carry Chei ianly in this Relatwn , 


"That Man or Wife make conſcience of 
Weir mutual duties, and the. main thing 
nat concerns the Husband i is Religiqus and 
, jou zal Love ro his Wite, which the A- 
Woltle {o fully prefeth. Epb,. bl Gives the 
lan an excellent Pattern ofthe free, fin- 
Merc.full and conſtant L: ve of CHRIST Te 
yp | Church: And the great Specifick of. 
Whe Wifes duty is Revercnce and Qbedi- 
Waoce co her Husband as the head: [or this 
Kational and Religious Love of the Hus: 
and, Will laſt, when the heats of paſh- 
bo ſhall expire and evaniſh ; nd a that 
Keverence and Obedicnce of rhe 
ife ro the Husband, as it will Indear 
is Heart ro het more and more, {© ſhall 
t make her to be taken among the 
Wumbcr of rhe Godly Women, cipeci- 
ally Sarab, I Peter, 2 6. Who reverenced 
Ier hnsband, and Called him LORD. 
$50that theſe things being obſeryed, they 
may 
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may be freer for 7 good Underſiant 
among themſelyes, to govern their Faj 
Mos Diſcretion, and their Afﬀairs 

rugality and Vertue, 2h. As to) 
entrance into the Exerciſe of your 
eular Calling, be wcll adviſed that ir 
dratc with thy Generel Calling,as a Chr! 
an; Be as vertuous as thon may, bu 
not thy Buflineſs hinder thee from work 

out the Work of thy own Salva: ion : 1 
gin and end the Day with GOD, 
leck firſt the Kingdom of GOD 
His Righteoulneſs, Mat. 6, 20. And new 
lay that thou haſt nor time, For, if ti 
1mprove thy time with Frugality, thi 
will neyer want leaſurc to ſeek and ſenF 
GOD: Ir is to be feared thou wants WIS 
and there lyes the root of the evil. The 3 
would alſo take care ro Employ thy id} 
well in an approved Calling: Beware 
the ſnares thereof, keep a good Conk - 
ence, let the Word cf GOD, and it 
Intereſt ruie thy Conlcicnce , Bc hond | 
in thy Calling, beware of traud an 
(reaking wayes, and work rot oo 
Calling to ke called a Cheat, Takerigh 


Meaſure, tive Ballance, and the ſar 


: 


Weights, otherwayes thy Tricks are 
Abominatian to the LORD, Contulrt - 
m 
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oſt approvedProporiions for thy gain : 
nd if thou be engaged inthe lahorious 
fork of the Husband-Man, let Grace 
ide thy Georgicks , And confider that in 
beginning, (uch a Calling payed Fruits 
WS COD, Gen: 4, 3. He makes the ground 
ſt up to thee, and brutiſh Animals 
iK&cd chee, Cloath thee and ſerve thee : 
kFhc LO&D brings food out of the Earth, 
IF/al: 104. 14 And makes the lenſcleſs 
;Clod and Turt produce Corn and Grain ; 
And all thy Labour without His Bleſſing 
F111 not profit thee ; Thou canſt therefore 
k@ave no excuſe ro negleAt Religion in thy 
SHaoſt buſje Employment. Ic will be good 
n$110 that tliou be a keeper at home, and 
dc not like a Bird that wanders from his 
v Neſt. Let no ſinful diverſion, (eſpecially 


& 
IC 
my þ 


(the Tavern) take thee away from thy 
q trade : And (it thou er,clines to Religion) 
6 Tollow not the guiſe of the Times, be nor 
# cartycd about with every wind of Doc- 


q 


trine: Rather follow the Faith of the 
1 .Ocderly Church, For, it is very danger- 
| Ous, for love to a Scf,to cutr rhe Church, 
and break the Staves of Beauty : For, as 
# long asthou reels wich thisgiddy bumour. 
; thoucanſt not well fix ina {olid courſe of 
Religion. And Laftly, Beware of Diſcord 

ar” 
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and Diviſion, in thy fainily ; For, 
conſumes the Subſtance thereof, ma 
many careleſs and deſperate, 1s an EF 
my to all thititz Fur, A houſe divi 
cannot ftand. 

S$. 7. And for the management, be 
of thy conjugal Relation, and calling 
muſt here in-the beginning « f thy {rn 
mcnrt, Recommend ut:to thee, cle. 
tick devotion and ſamily worſh'p; a dif 
that none of the ſced of Jacob ſhuuldt 
cline,it being their Fathers praCtice, wh 
houſe was 2 Bethe! to GOD. alirtle Te 
ple tor the LORD of Glory, whot 
this duty brought down to him from 
famous Grandfather , Farhful Abral 
who is commended for the Religious ( 
vernment of his Fami'y, whoſcſteps 
ſau trealed a man much of Tontemy 
tion at home: And tho Facob h 
Greater ircumbrance, and a merc nul 
erous family; Yet his houle, as well 
pcrion, was conſecrated ro GOD: 
not cnly te Jews , but alſo Chriſti 
ſhould foll:w the Steps of theſe Ye 
Patriarch; tc be Iiveiy pcriractures ot 
vertues, as imapcs Of their nature. # 

this duty is {o proper to the family, tl 
beſoie the Church was cnlarged, 


Mab 
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Baſter or Father of :the Houſe was 
ic(t; and. aid officiate 192 the davly S.. 
ice at home * And when the Chuich 
made more ample, it is conſtitute of 
Smilics; which, if Hecerogenius to the. 
pdy, they: are bur uſeleſs 'and cofrnpr 
-rembers : 1; Whereas the Families of che 
eſaithtul are blefled of GOD: And His 
jÞpath power'd nut upori fuch families'-as 
3! not.upon His Name, Jer: 10. 25. 
Wfxa, that great Cap'aid of the LORDS 
Toſi, did: nor'fuffer bis military Aﬀairs 


trinder. him; and bis Houſe to ferve 


1 . 


ing 


n#0D, cho al. reel ſhould negleQ it; 
avid after him, in the midſt of a Blborh-: 
' Þg State, under the burthen.of a Cromn' 
- nd Countrey : Yet walked Righteowch in 
"ir Houſe ; And every Tribe & Family is 
þ#alled ro pray and moutn a part, Zeeb:. 
ag22: 13- And the Goſpel hath ſec. ap” 
i his Duty clearly, Chrit bath promited 
",$0 be among the mid(t of two ot three 
Y veened in his Name; And we read of 

he Church being in particular Houles, 
nd the Centurion feared GOD with all bis 
ſe, Acts 10 2. And Chriſt hach made 
's a Royal Prictihood, and a Holy Gene- 
gation. And this doth cather prepare for, 


4 than inyade.a ſctled order of aPricſthood; 
G Private 


_... 
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| Pri ivate and public duty doth not intey 1 


| * fere and Claſh; Thou muſt not onlp 
pray for thy Family, but pray in thy 
| Family. Is the LORD ho GOD« 
my all he Familys of the Earth, and notd 
thine ? Shaltthou wiſh GOD a Catholi 
ſervicc, and cutt of thy Famity by Schilm + 
This were to joyn.thy Houle to anothe 

| GOD, or clſc to have none at all. It 
\ alt Houſes then that Smoak, . Smoak wit 
ball Sacrifices to GOD, tor the Houſe of ti 


" Godly is under a ſpecial ProteQion,. hi 
Nl: Eyes are open to their Prayers; 'GODi 
a Shadow and Covert over he Rooktd 
ſuch Families: It's good To declore 


of | Faitbfulneſs every got by bis a 
| k .. 


neſs every morn! 
P prailc T hee, D LORD let all the 
praiic Thee. And f aftly, Thi 


Peo le 


Dwy of Family Devotion may be calle 
—_ Sign and Mark, that ſaves from 


deſtroying Angel, and if any troubl 
fall our, GOD knows how to deliver the 


| 
it TE out of Temptations. This Fami 
| ly mbedip. isthe great CharaReriſtick a 
j | a Chriſtan , ir makes thy Houſc thy 
[18 Home, aud gives thee Repoſe in thy. Pe 
I rigrination. it makes thy houle a Duty- 
ful Tenemeanr to che Great Land-Lord, 


lt 


+ Period 2 Little VVorld, &c. 75 
tey-ic pays due Rent to GOD, it is the Bond 
ahi and Beawry of thy Houſe, and makes thy 
th Family,like Jeraſalem. compaCt rogether. 
JI * S. 8. Let every Chriſtian then Regard 
ts Domeſtick duty , which is ſo neccflary 
lf and uſeful co guide the family, and to 
im conlecrate and cover thy. houſe , which 
he if thou Rule well with diſcretion and 
In good Government. , thou ſhall find 
rid {ome leaſure, 1t tt were but as long as to 
th take thy Brakefaſt, thou may conveen 
hi thy family, and joyn together and ſeek 
1 GOD, it would never hinder thy buſt: 
id neſs, but rather advance 1t; if thou pre- 
k& tenl thy 1gnorance, it is much to be 
u 
i 
he 
of 
-\ 
7) 
| 
x 
þ 
j 
7 


imputed ro thy own fault, and the ne< 
glet of thy Soul: And if you ſay it is 
not, the cuſtom of many of your Rank: 
Alas! You are ready to follow an ev1l cul- 
rom, but to imirate what is good you 
have neither heart nor hand: yet 1 am 
loath to leave thee in ſuch negle&, and 
therefore tor meaner Capacirics, | ſhall 
\ubjoyn the Praftice of Domeſtick Devos+ 
tion, and family Worſhip. 


The Morning Prayer. 
Eternal and ever bleſſed GOD, our bl:ſ- 


{ O ſed Createur, Preſerver, and Redeemer, 
p G 2 the 
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the fountain of Life, and the Father of Light, 
the Keeper of Ilracl, who never ſleeps wor ſlum, 
bers, this poor family falls down before Thy | 
this Morning , and with all bumble Devnin 
praiſes thy exalted Name, for all thy merciety 
Mankind and to ws, and had Thou bes protee 
ted and refreſhed ut the night bygan, and raiſy 
us up thu morning in any health and hope, Gh 
ry t0 Thee, who haſt given us time to repem, 
LORD gpive us Grace to repent, and 10 work ov 
the work of our own Salvation: LORD heal 
corrupt nature. ſweeten our bumoxr, and ſeals 
our heart with Grace, ſlay our corruptions at 
give"our heart a right ſet with Thy bealing ba 
perfef our Faith, and guide us by Jby Spin 
Upbuld us with Thy Arm , Refine and ni 
our hearts and paſſi ns, ſet a Watch at the as 
of our /ips be at on” r179t hand &- we ſhal ne 
be moved, prve us to ſct Thee alwayes before) 
and while its called the day that we hardenn 
our hearts, but bear thy Ward and Voice , th 
we may fpend the reft of our dayes in by fo 
and fincere Obedi nce, ſave us from ſn and 
ian, the deceit! of the IVorld, and all dange 
of Soul and Body: LORD ble(s our Fam 
with Grace, Peace, Comfort and Contentmel 
Heal the Church,*rulethe publick Governms 
of Chureh ad State: Bleſs the Pariſh wit: 
Goſpel Bleffing, (trengthen our Paſtor, prep# 
k 
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ws for Death and Judgement, guide us all onr 

dayes by Thy Council, in Thy fear, grant us @ 

Eeſſed and happy End, and hereafter receive us 

wnto Thy Glory. throuth FESUS CHRIST 

our LORD, in whoſe Name and Words w-> pray; 
Our Father. &e. 


And in the evening again, labour to 
Recallect your ſelves, ana cre you give 
ſlamber to your eye lids, ſeek out a ha. 
bication for the mighty GOD of Facob, 
that he may dwell in your heart ara 
houſe. And Pray atter this raznner. 


The Evening Prayer. 


Moft Gracious GOD, and Father of 
mercies, we toy Unworthy ſcrvants, 
come this Night before thc Throne of th, Grace 
to preſent o'r | ucning oblation , th:ough the 
perf. ſacrifice of thy Son our Saviour, once 
offered, and {titl effeF1.il through bis contained 
Interceſſion, in preſenting that meritorious blood 
on our behalf: We adore th:e Our Good and 
Gractolts GOD, and gives Glory to thy name 
confeſſirg ater ſinfaineſs, O: 1ginal and aftua}, 
and our eſeapes in thought, w:rd and deed. 
We bave finned : Alace ! we have ſinned aga nt 
t2y mercics , and toe war:ings of thy word 


21G 
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and Rod; In the fight of an all-ſeeing GOD, 
LORD give #s Repentance and Remiſfion, an, 
from beneeforth guide us in tbe patbes of Righ 
teouſneſs for thy Name ſake. LORD watd 
over us this night, thet we may be Refreſh 
under the Cloud of tby covert, and bave matte 
of rejoicing in thee, in the morning : prepare 
for all duty, and all tryals, and olr laſt tryah 
Be with us to the end, and inthe end of 
life, and hereafter receive us into thy Glory, Lori 
let thy Kingdome come,have mercy on »be World, 
beal the C hriftizn Church, and inthis Natl 
powr olit a ſpirit of Grace, tritth, peace an 
charity upon it, be with all our friends, anl 
all that fear thee, give us Charity to give an 
forgive as thou requires: We commit our ſel 
«nd all oxrsto thy keeping through Jeſus Chrif 
aur LOKD. The grace of our LOR!) FESUS, 
The l:ve of GOD tbe Father, aud the communi 
on of the Holy Ghoſt be with us for now ond 
— Amen- 

9. It thou can read, oritthere be 
Ro... Ko toſing a Pſa'im, 'GOL's Word 
arid Praiſe may help to Hallow yout 
Houlc,it nor,tail not to make uſe of iheſe 
Prayers till thou ger better, and be more 
dexicrous in Devotion: and wait of 
GOD in the way of Duty; Shun 1dlenels 


and $1n,and wandring from your houle, 
which 
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2p which will obſtru&'chis work, andcon- 
aw" ſider that it is good to begin well, and 
gh robring forth fruic in this Seaſon : Ute 
og makes perfeion, and ye can not breath 
fby a free Air till you dwell in the Whoie- 
att | ſome Regions of Religion. Make pro- 
rels under che Gale of the Spirit, Sur up 
, faculties of reaſon.to be holy &nappy 
in the flower of your age , and you ſhall 
find that Dimicdium fafli qui bene cepit, babet: 
| thata Good beginning is a great progreſs, 
for true Wiſdom hews her Pillars and 
builds her houſe. Prov. g. 1. 


The Prayer. 
() LORD, through thy providence, | am 


now come to ſum? confitence of age, 1 
thank thee for the happy opportunities | have 
Enjoyed of the light of thy word, teaching me 
to be wiſe , ſober, ſolid, Fuſt and honeſt: And 
bad | improved well, I had been an expert ſoul- 
dier of CHRIST; Pardon my Feilours wberein 
T beve been ſhaken by temptation; 1 deſire now 
to ftind under the Guard of the whole Armour 
of GOD. LORD thou has led meby thy ins 
viſible band through a labyrinth of Childhood 
ana Indigefted youth. 1t is a mercie 1 have not 
Jpleeted upon Rocks, and rained, but bj Grace 

Iftand 


el 


e 
e 
e 
| 


—_— 


4 , 
\ 
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f 1] ftand, LORD wnite my heart to rol 
x Name, | know tht difficulties attend ms, 
the credit of my courſe, the »ſfiſt1nce of my Ct 
tain, the honour of my engagement. and, 
comfort of my Reward, 4» animat me 


"" to faint ; ſor in due time 7 ſhall Reap, thro 
"| JESU5 CHRIST. Ameo. 
; STAGE Thitd. 


Mii $#hich commenceth from the JO fo the 
iT year of our age, "r there abut; which be. 


' ing a very material part of our Life, 
jp I ſhall, for clearneſs ſake . confi 
"if der in three courſes. 

"13 


1. Of the Ordering thy perſon, Famjh 
and wa'king 1n the pathes of Vern 
and Religion. | 

2: A {ilcourle4o ſeveral Ranks of peopl 

\_. with all ſeriouineſs and mocelſty, 

3. Whar fioe your labour in Vercue, fi 
ety, Good Goverament of your li 
and family,and the progreſs of yourke 
ligion, the ordering: t your Houle 

and the ſetting forth of your Childra 
to Laudable and Lawfull callings ant 
ſectlement, hath come to ? 


% 


| i Coun 


81 
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| COURSE fiſt. 
The Contents. 


qt 


01 Of the Right methods of Religion and Vertue, 


for the Ord:r.n2 of our perſon. our amilies, 
And General aid particular calling, in this 
long and ſerious c:1rſe of our life, with means 
and mntives for the furthering of theſe ends, 
and ſuteable Devotion. 


 W--0: = ERR led thee nitherto , to 
| (ome digeſted and fetled 
Conrſe of Lif-, and helped thee by the 
Light and guidance of Relieion, out of 
the darker ce]ls of Minority, to clearcr 
Air: Aid from the beginni''g vtthy Ma- 
j'rity (a very difficult ſ{cen- »f thy Lite) 
to rhe eonfiftence of thirty Years of thy 
Age, wherein, if everthou look to be 
Vertwwus, thou wilt mak2 ſome ground 
of Hope bud t -rth : This is a time where- 
19 t0u muſt eicher appear to be a man 
and a Chriſtian; Or a Muſhrome and a 
Grape of unſavoury fruit, took, firſt 
then, co thy bygone way, it thy work be 
b:gun and carried on hitherto, or yer any 
(old Work of Grace, very imperte& and 
il (carſe 
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ſcarſe well founded : For, experience, a 54 
pcrhaps thine own ſenſes, if exercifg,... 
will make thee feel'thy pronneſs tay oF 
eff, and delay: Make ſound work thaſf, _. 
fore, and follow the ftreighr Line of 
ligion and Moralicy, Rede: m miſipat; c 
time, cleave tothe LORD with full pt. 4 
poſe of Heart, and becaule thy Hearty, .. 
;nconſtant, ſay with the Pſalmift, Un ( « 
my Heart O LORD to fear Thy Nam 7% 
P/at: 36. 12 Servethy Generation; aq Th, 
carry worthily in it. 2y, After this Key, 1 
fletion, ſee what form thou now arcy ling 
If thy Heart be Right aud ſtedtaſt int 1, 
Covenant, if thou be free of viſible Bh j ,, 
miſhes, Demt: J2. 5. Which arc 
the (pots of GODS Children : If thy li {, 
and family begin to blink with a bo 
luſtre, If chou be thriving in Vertuc an! 1, 
piety, if thou carry Creditably, and ben 
puted to have an Honeſt and Religion x/ 
family,and Grace and Peace beautific th ye 
ſame YJlv. If thou grow in Grace ? Foy ca 
Grace hcing a principle of new life, 1 
may ly hid in the Root for ſome Seaſons [ 
as a Plant or a Tree in Winter, aftet ;; 
which verdent greendels doth appear : 8 
is it with Grace, it may lurk in the 1 
Hzart, and then come torth with gear } 
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E*- and Fruit: And this will diſtinguiſh 
D-cwixca Real and Counterfir Chriſtian, 
Sis Light, Life and Fruit, will declare 

ar the Seed of GOD remains 1n him) 
Band this you may perceive by the decay 
bf ſin, and the greater vigour of Vertue 
Sn thee; And it is with thee as it was with 
[the Houle of Sawl and Devid ; The Houſe 
' of Sax} waxed weaker and weaker, The 
'Heuſe of David Stronger and Stronger; 
'Theu muſt be as Foſeph, a fruitful Bough, 
botk in thy General and Paricular Cal- 
ling; Water thy Garden every Morning, 
for the refreſhing of thy render Plants, 
Learn the Art of Mortification ; For, /f 
ye live after the fleſp ye ſhall die : But if through 
the Spirit, ye _ the deeds of the Body, ye 
falllive, Rom: 8. 13. And it chou ſeck 
a proof of rhis Growth ; thy ſtrength the 
ſhow of thy Countenance, thy Diligence 
& a conſtant uſe of the Means will diſcos 
yer it.t will alſo ſerve much to thy good 
arriage, to ſuit rhe diſpenſation of the 
Wiſe Providence of GOD : For every 
Dilpenſation hath a Voice. and the Rod 
Is teaching; an1 no aMfliftion {pringeth 
out ot che Duſt $ Carry even in proſperi- 
ty, and ſtedfaſt in Adverfity, let Humi- 
ity guide the firſt, a nd Patience the *f 
cond. 
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cond. Know with St. Paul, how ty 
exalted, and how tobe abaſed, ve 
of rumor and leanneſs, behold rhe. ej 
tines of the Creature, and the Satis 
tion of Grace, follow thy Saviour as 
to Calvary a* to Mount T abor, and ka 
cloſs with Him in ſearching Winter, ; da 
well as in plcaſant Summer. a4ly- ww 
well that thou bave nit a name only of Religia it 
but that thou be fixed well in a Courſe of Pin P 
For. Inconſiancy is not ogly Un-chiſtia 
but Unmanly : Yer, it is feignfd by fone 4 
that ir being baniſhed trtom Heava -* 
ſought a place of Reſidence in ſome las * 

cr Regions. and could not find any, N .© 
not in the very mutable Planet of tt .! 
Moon. becauſe it orderly keeps its Cout © 
of Chang and Height: Then ir ſceks; |* 
place in the Farth, bur can find none, fa | 
the Seaſons have their Periods, and th 
very Beaſts have their appointed times; 
Bur at I: ngth it invadesthe Heart of Mas, - 
So ſome change their GOD, chang 

their Religion , charge their Calling 
and becom®, 11 ſhore time , {ounlikt 
themſclves that thou may think tacy had 
come from another Soil, and transfulce! 
11to themlelves the nature of a C emelin, 


to change with every Colour, But it 
yer) 
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ry unſuitable ro Religion, and below 
$Humanc Nature, to be a Weathercock ! 
wil is for want of Bajlaſt and good Govern» 
ancnt. that Shipwrack is made cither of 
ih or goud Conſcience. Bur learn,O 
q Man, to be ſolid in thy Generation, ani 
41 day with the Pſalmift, My Heart is fixed, 
o& ay Heart is fixed, Plal, 108. 1. Be con- 
@ Nant in the Exerciſe of thy general and 
z -particu/ar Calling, manure thy Talent, 
1 :lcaſt thou \(picet upon the {rares of Pover- 
e ity, which the Prophet Agur deprecateth, 
1 «Prov: JO. DS. 
z { S$. 2. This beinga very pregnant Stage 
, of thy Life, thou ſhall chercfore make 
, . uſe of all approved Means and Morives, 
| 
| 


tO manage it uell; Andas to the Means, 

they may be Reduced to thelce heads fol- 
lowing. Firſt, I/:iſdom. 21y, Prudence. Jy, 
Providence. 4ly, Government. ly, Improve- 
ment, 


| Firſt, WISDOM. 
$ 3. I'his will prove an Excellenc 
;can, 0 guide cur Heart and Lite, Ir is 
tae Miſtriſs of our Mind, and the Eye of 
our Lite. Wildom isthe principal thing, 
therefore, with all Getting. ger Wiſdom: 
Dig for « as for a Treaſure, it will Illu- 
mMItiate. 
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minate and Enrich thy Life, ir | 
right Taſt of bp Sapientia a (ep 
is the great guſt of our Reaſon and 
ligion, it makes a Man take right: 
{ures, and caſt right Account, and t 
ber well ; Whereof Solomon gives a | 
in taking his weaſures of Men and: 
men, Ece: 7. totheend. If thou 
| ſo wiſe as to reckon cyery day, it wo 
p give preat Light to thy Life, It is 
ifr of GD, to be fought of Him, 
the chict Bleſſing, as Solomon did ; And 
thou liſten to His Counſel, it 1s the 
inning of Witdom to fear GOD, an 
epart from iniquity, Fob. 28. to the « 
It makes thee walk accurately and- 
lowſly as a fool, it makes thee wiſe 
Salvation, it gives thee a Gore of Of 
thy Lamps with the wiſe Virgins; vi 
makes thee ſimple to do evll, and-u'C 
to do Good, it is the ſtreight Line ofd th 
Lite, and the excellent guide of thy wm T 
Who then is a wife Man? let him fs fi 
Ir ic forth in a good Converſation, wi | 
i Meckneſs and Wildom. tl 
p 
Secondly PRUDENCE. \ 

$- 4+ And Prudence is che Produts n 
PraQice of Wiſdom, it lets nor thy W q 
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\m lurk and (weem in Speculation, But 
puts it to ation, it makes the Man pro- 
ident and fruga), it gives him a holy 
bcility to foreſce and forecaſt dangers, 
Wd choice the proper means to accom- 
liſh bis cnds: it makes him know when 
> {(catter and when to gather;and in fine, 
& order his affairs with Diſcretion. 


Thirdly PROVIDENCE. 


' $. 5 Providence is near of kin to 
ence, and the yery cxcrciſe of it; the 
nly Wiſe GOD ſhoweth his Wiſdom in 
is Providence, and ordereth the World 
ith excellent Judgement: ſo ſhould e. 
ety wiſe Man learn to order the little 
World. which is himſelf; and this Pros 
yidence conſiſts well with thy Truſt in the 
( Carc of thy Heavenly Father, it makes 
0 the Man a good Stewart of his time and 
Talents, it makes thee better than an In- 
x fidel, co provide for thy family, and e- 
1 levates thee abovyethe Brute, to care for 
thy Soul, and provide for Fternity: Ir 
gives thee ſome (ctlement in an uncertain 
World; It makes thee to be carefull for 
y nothing, but by Prayer to make thy Re» 
"| queſt known to GOD, Fbi!: 4: 6. 
7 Foutthly 
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Fourthly GOVER NMENT d 


$ 6, I his yet helps thee to a 
aftivelite, without which thou ar li 
City without Senators and Walls. MV 
of Government puts people in a coil 
buc the Government of tny prince, maky 
thee peaceful and (teddy, it makes the 
rule thy heart, thy pifſhi»1s and thy lip 
by tbe pureſt policy. and thy family b 
the beſt Occonomy, 1: ſo ordereth th 
houſe, that ſuch as go by or come in mi 
not call ir the h-uſe of a ſluggard. fy 
here GOD pers his Renc, every meml 
therein gets its due, and the head {af 
nat to the hand. orfort, I have no-nd 
of thee, and every Organ keeps its plad 
Soevery one in his Calling; abides wi 
GaUu _ = 


Fiftly IMPROVEMENT. . 

s 7. This is the right ule of the ralemt 
is it laid up in a napkin,nar Gad thou 
9 bea h:rd Maſter, buc a GOD char loy 
-.nd proſpers the diligent, it: makes th 
improve thy time and occaſions, tk 
thog mayelt have {ſomething to render! 
GOD. and (cmething to render ro oth 
2nd to keep for thy ſelf. F <a 4 
| fl 
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ibt g. 8. And if thou carry on all theſc 
* with Humility and Gratitude, thou docs 
wit well, and it will helpro put thee amongſt 
ke the LORDS Jewels: For, To bim that 
Fab ordereth bis Converſation aright, 1! will ſhow 
uf the Salvation of GOD, Pial: 50. 23. 


Secondly, The MOTIVES. 
S. 9g. And to preſs this more home, 
ly by ©10 this pregnant Stage of thy Lite; 1- 
1 the PFrugality and Vertue, and a Courle of 
my} 'Religion in chy ſerled State and Calling, 
Ay. doth ſo much approve it ſelf and thee,that 
ag: ſober Men, cannot bur commend thee. 
i& For, let usphanfic rwo ſort of Men upon 
nel the Stage, 8& there behold their Mean and 
lay Air, and hear thelegend of their Life - 
& Oae looks yery demurr but very bare-like, 
.. and p-rhaps you ſhall hear him talk of 
. hispedegree and his Relation to Families 
. .z; Of good Accounr; And talk much of his 
: 8 Laboursand loſſes, When poſſibly he hath 
ugh ©irher hid his Talent in idleneſs, or pro- 
low fuily ſpent it in {uperfluicties: Not, buc 
thi that a vertuous Man may come to mils 
chy fortnne, bur many miſguide their For- 
jo func, and make themſelves unfortunate ; 
at Which ordinarly is attended, wich want 
-.4 of the Exerciſe of Religion ; And ſuch a 
:” H Mau 


Toe #he 
Lan, —_—_— E his -pretenc 


evil {cnſc, he cares not for to 


a 


what cycr be his deſcent, he carrie 
Charadtcr of one. uſcleſs in hisgenerat 
t 3 of | 


thar hath not madc Ri 
man, to fit him to {ecve nor Cc 
fortablero himſclf, and uſeful ro his 
neration. Burt the other who has wal 
in a ſolid way, as 4 and fr 
ly in. his Calling; he 1s knomn in 
Streets asa vertuous and honeſt. Man, 

poor Bleſs him: He is a Buaz ora Þ 
his Generation ; His Children hor 
him, bishonic ſhincs; and all the Cq 
trey about him, reſpcA him. 2. Th 
the proper timc of yeur labuur and « 
ence: and if thou to we)l now, thou fþ 
ave morecaſe, and carthe fruit oft 
labour hereafter, and as it will provet 
ſolid engagment with GOD, and tha. y 
work is both well founded and | 
yertue advanced hitherts. So ut y 
miſcarry in this Period ; it is to: 
y_ thou will notdo well be afra 

xcept thou vainly think to 

ver thy lols by late Repentance; and 
thy work when thou.cannot doany.l. all 
not thy buſſine(s to a — 
upon the 'Rock which cannot bcs 
—_ ſure your intereſt Spiritual and cc 
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ler..r.otby Dreams, bat by vertae; ee 
ral this is the high time for your ' bilffiriefs: '8% 
call chou may be ſhortly put 2b aptale: Ave 
all as the well doer now cars the Frutrof his 
a labour, bath his family in a right frame 
and bis Children round about bis table, Pal. 

28. 2. $0 hath he a nearer Proſpe of 
Heaven; and if he bath any thing of the 
gencrous Spirit of Cal:b and Joſhna , he 
may pet ataſt of che firſt fruites of the 
tomifed land, and a Viaticani to carty 

kim through hisdeclining age, atd fhall 
find one grape of Ephraim better thiiti the 
vintage of Abiezer; and by cxpetience 
Know that Religion and yertue.,as it hath 
praiſe in the work , ſo giycth joy ia the 


end. 

DI 
Hor D there is much of my courſe run ont, 
tho is be not finiſhed, and wben I logkh 
beck, I find that | have lived under the (had- 
dow of death, I have ſleeped too long in'thi morn- 
ing 4nd ſlumbered in the Noon of my Apt . arid 
even bave been lafie in the afternoon ; 1 deſire to 
awake. CHRIST be my lift and light, Ibavbe 
been dreaming #brough the tuluvſs of "my ff 
and ſenſe: Alas! 1his eldd- of fily-hatb dlmoft 
ſmuthred me and made tile ſlagiſh: Bit in\Thee 
0 LORD lean only thrive, LORD: #8 the 
H 2 Grace 


= v9 
oY 


* 
by 
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ace to do my beft in time and wait till 1 
looſe my fetters, not that I, tbrough. Diſpenda 
wouls go ont of the World but wait thy leiſun 
and be k:pt from tbe evil of the World and 
4s well @s I can far Eternity. Amen. 


COURSE Second. 
T he Contents. 


An Application t0 Perſons of Migher and Me 
Stations, with an declaration what tbe 
duties of each of theſe are, beſide the con 
inftences of Religlon; with means and m 
ſeeretly twiſted in with the ſev:ral diſcom| 


S. 1. Abough this Treatiſe hat| 
> yet had the Utrerance ta, 
reſs Perſons, bnt only tro mention andy 


bes the evils, and the dutics of the by 


- 


es of our Life, leaving it ro Me 
all Ravks ( if chey ſhall peruſe | 
to make application chemſelves. Yg 
hope it ſhall nor be judged impertias 
( ere I leave this pregnant Rage of ourl 
in all humilicy to adreſs four ranks 
Men. 1. The Nobilitie and perſons of 2 
aly. The Gentry. Zly. The Clergy. 


* 


CY s , 
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Firſt, The Nobility: 


$. 2. If it may be pertinent to interrapt” 
our honours, | would adventure to ſpear 
'#n behalf.of GOD and your ſplendour ,* 
'$o ſhow. you in this Map how Religion 
loch iſuminate your Sphere, to make 
ou '( as St. Luke calls Theopbilus, ) 
ſoft excellent, for- it 1s nor unknown to 
2u, that you ate under a higher Eleva# 
jon than « great many about you, And 
hat ir is ſo with you by rhediſpolition of 
Trovidence, who might have infuſed your 
2ul in an Embrio of your meaneſt vaſſels 
nd Tennants. Burt the LORD hath: 
xrought you to this Earth with more 
plendor, and made ycu perſoniges of 
SWonour, and quality to get reſpeR and 
Nctcrence' from others, - yet there is no re- 
leafFpca of pertons withGod,8: yout high places 
Y, urs you in a greater Arreet, avid makes 
-$*you lyable co the ſearching Eye of the 
187 Almighty, and the more you have recei- 
u'#.yed from GOD above others, you have 
4 more to account for to Him; and 


| 'your Coronet will be rather a blemiſh , 
*F"than a Ray of honour, it your ecminency. 
ho nor fixed on the Rock, and yourlite. 
A fer. 


—_ td 


Your place, and tho your elevated. 
tion hath put ygjraboye mariy ſordid 
{ore Employes, yet arc ye the more: 

[1 us tQ inaxes and 1emptations. - 
= gnide not well, your hearts will. fe 
wihptide and ambition: and your ha 
lod your ruin, and your hands ' bece 
heavy. co oppreſs; altho thar you be'put 

hi ' yet yaur difficutries tc 
duly cljpious may -be.ſtronger, for 
many mighty not many noble are called. faye 
St. Paxl, 1 Gor... 4, 26. Which.-i3 
written to ſeclude-you, but to make 
C1Fc1 miped, ang 'thas according to 
Prophct, You be_taugbt not to. glory! 
le a ſeing.char the (ubrile eee 
tha 


nat aflailed the firſt. Man and Kio 
a nk nd, will nat cea{c 10 py riac | 
over whom by xcaſun of your fallen N 
ture, be hath greater advantage. that | 
the frogs in Agypt entered Pharechs Chat 
ber, che-ſerpent may {lily flide. into you 
and: defile your well garniſhed Room 
and craul into yonr: decked bed, and « 
vide twixt.you and your honorable Ca 
ſort; and put your family out of Fram 
' & JÞ With this Advertilement, R 
member that as GOD hath made y 


g:catzhle expects great things from yo 
Q al 
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Myc willtelicifie your high place b 
noing wich Rayes of Religion, whic 
allfurcher particuhr: iſe in a fourfold 
falWſpet. Firſt, - Tomr perſonal Capocity. 
| , Tour Domeftich demeanere. 3ly. How 
Shabevin your Retyion , as to the Miniſters 
Inffiecetions of Chriff. 4ly . #s to the Conns. 
w ant Common Wealth, whereof you are Peers 
id Patridts.. 


Firſt, Your Perſonal Capacity, 
$. 4- Brfide -1 uttqueſtionable Duties 
arwbent to Chriſtians of all Ranks, ie 
particularly requiited of you, robeomi- 
nNt-1in tome pecaſiir perſonal Properties; 


$rebam fhined in his Faith and Obedi- 
gEince. Ile ta his-Corttemplations, Faecob 
yo his Power with GO'D , Moſes in His 
 NMceors; 7oſeph'in his Chaſtiry, Job in 
Wis Righteouſneſs and' Hanelly, 7oſpneb 

n bis Courage,Caleb in his Generous and 
pble Spiric, David” in bis Faith, and 
mFChearcfblneſs, being the ſweet Pſalmitt in 
| diffrcel; And all GODS Worthics have 
,omoad their own Feats and Glorious Adven- 
miJtures : Burt let your Noble Perfons obſerve 
theſe Properties. I. Humility. 2. Generofty, 
rol} 3. Hffubility and Condeſcendence. Pirſt, Hu- 
oj =ility, For GOD reſiſts the prond, and 
X giVCs 
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gives Grace to the Humble, and Sau: 
remptation to Adam (mell'd much: 
Pride, ye ſhall be as Gods : Bur the mg 
Humble you arc in your high place, yg 
are the liker GOD, who, tho he be theb 
and Holy One that Inhabiteth Eternity, 
He dwells with the Humble Spirit, a 
your Saviour ſhinned in this Vertue 
nally, and Jeft you an example to folle 
His Steps, which it youdo, GOD 
exalt you with Him, and cncreaſe youf 
fame; As He gave bim a neme above eva 
name, Phil: 2. 8. And the greater ye arg 
ye have received the greater Recepes fray 
GOD, and therefore ye ſhould be bum 
ble becauſe ye have nothing but what y 
given you; And GOD may take it trow: 
you, and you from it: Let the pride 
Pharaoh who (aid, who is the LORDy 
and Nebuchadnezars Offtentation ; Is us 
this great Babel which 1 bave built for ths 
glory of my name> Beiſhezar in the fervout 
of a Feaſt, Herod, under applaules, as to 
a GOD, let theſe warn you: For, that 
be Gods, and all of you Children of tbe Ml 
High, yet ye ſhall die like Men: Yeatc 
eminent becauſe of your place and Aw 
chority, yer ye are mortal Men, and tho 
we wotfhip you with Civil Honour, ye; 


your 


| 


L 
, 


\ 


Glory may be Ecliſied, if yegull 
our Glety may be Ec , if yeguide 

> with Humility, to the Clery of 
DD. 2h, Generefity, Who ſhould be 
encrons but the NoblesMan; this makes 
| truly Noble : And asa favourable 
znficllation, to refreſh the Countrey a- 
about you ; This breeds you ReipeQ and 
iy Followers: And what is more, it chears 
and dilates your own Spirits, if it be 
ided with frugality ; It makes you both 
| Cod and Great, ic fuits your Charatter, 
L and gives you more Glory than your 
% Fortune; And the Sun as ſoon looſeth its 
1 Light asyou, thus qualified, can loſs your 
- Honour and Reſpet ; For , the liberal 
Soul deviſeth libersl things, and is liberally re- 
 werded (aycth the Prophet. Jly, Aﬀe. 
« bility, Your Wiſdom concudts yout Cha, 
rafter berwixe the IL uminous Lines of Hz- 
milty avd Generofity, and to Know 
when to appear and when to be Private, 
And the diſcretion of ſuch as adreſs you, 
ſhould teach them to keep their diftance, 
lince familiarity ſometimes breeds cone. 
tempt : Yer your Courtclic oblidgeth 
you to a (crefie aſpeR; a Noble Air and 
Mean in your way, and rather win Men 
with Cendeſcendance than tura Sule 
ler like Seatzra: And ſuch as arc truely 


dtcat 
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= they delight to diffuſe themſclyg 
tho they be nor profuſe : The great GO 
allows vustG come boldly 20 the Throne of Guy 
( oviding we came as we ought ) at 
wi 0, a. pjca i Countenance, he behali 
erh cioupriga Follow GOD then, at 
Sow your ſelyes ready to receive othey 
who, perhaps, adreſs you, becauſe proy 
dence hath mags them to have need'M 


YOU, | 
Secondly, P; rto your domeſtick.Gapaci by. 


$. 5- Look not upon it as,preſumprig 
in one that honobrs your. houſc', at 
wiſhes a, Bleſhing to r, humbly co-m nf 
on the mcan that can_obtain che Bleſ 
and thacis to. Lave your Houle qualif® 
to entertain GO!): And altho your quy 
Iitie requjres a Retinue of many {er 
yants, yet Government that rules King 
doms ſhould guide your families,and thatf 
which is moſt Cffcnrial for this end, is Pieg! 
ty and Deyotion,and courteous Holpicalt® 
ty for the entexzainment of Human Sofch} 
ety. The dayly ſacrifice muſt be offered} 
for the ſanQifying your houſe; The mal] 
prove family indeed may have it 
1nderances, and youts much more; But 
as , 
] 
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Abraham Governed A numerous fa 
ad David walked with a perfect heart 
En his houſe at home; So it x Ruke 
Wour houſe with authoricy, -I& may be 
2s cafic and uſual therein as to manage 
and ſertle the Oeconomie thereof: And 
ace GOD ia his providence makes ſo 
any bring in your revenues: It is very 
greeable, you ſhouſd' pay your Rent 
Yto GOD, in having a qualified perſon ſec 
Yapart-tor that end,” and then you may 
, Yvpon good grounds fay with Micah, Judg. 
B17. 1. Now [ know that the LORD will Beſs 


. 


me, ſince 1 bave a Levit, and an Altar for Devy- 
tien in my Houſe. And tho ſome of that 
Rank has mſcarried , yet it ſhould pot 
hinder the Conſtant courfe of your good 
Carriage ro GOD, fince CHRIST him- 
ay (lf bad a Trraytor in his family. And:alſo 
tf ic very much Suits that Generofny which 
$ provides. your houſe: for the Entertain. 
$& ment of huchane Sofcery, that frugally 
you be  Heſpitel , which as it concthats 
' Reſpeſt c 


5 
. 


| 
2 Oo YOU, ( for, bonor eft in honorame. 
x: layes rhe Philoſopher; ) So will it (erve 
| to,baniſh penuriouſnels and Churliſh Nee 
| bellike hunjour eut of the. hearts of thoſe 
F} who ſec your Noble deportment, and {o 
| helpto adyance mutual kindneſs amongſt 
| Neighbours , 
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Neighbeurs ; and che countrey 


ſerene as a new Region, wherein the lil 


not only of humanity, but of Chriſtiami 
may appear. 


Thirdly. _ 
Ms to the Demeanenr of the Noblemen tow ar6 
the Inflitretions of CHRIST ond Hy 
Miniftery. 


$. 6. I Make only my humblc adre 
here to ſuch Perſons of Quality, wi 
oY 


have eſpouſcd the intereſt of that 
rious Caule of Reformed Religions 
Wiſking alfo that (uch as ly unde 

the bondage of Reme, may awake thi 
CHRIST may give them Ljght, and 
they were not Byaſled by their Educatjed 
and miſinformed by the corrupt. principlat 
of the vain precences of Rome,and ſtrangley 
tenacious of the Traditions of their Fs 
thers, as the Phariſees before theen, they 
could nor but open their Eyes to the Light 
of pure and primitive Chriſtianiey: 
But asto you, my Lords, who are unde 
2 more favourable Conſtellation of Scrip: 
rure-Light, pray, conſider what freedom 
you arcunder! In being delivered from 
the Onetous loads of numerous wm 
1 


Fl 
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nies. pecviſh Abſtinences . and the ne- 
celfiry of Auricular Confefſton z Beſtde 
the gieat Ipnoranc this way would Keep 
you in, and the ſtraitning of rhe Spirr of 
Liberty, in ſerving GC)D in Spirit and 
FTruth. And fince ye have united your 
& (elves to Cetbolick Trath, propagated by 
© <hbriſt and His Apoſtles, be ſure you 
F labour even after the Periods, almoſt of, 
'F 17 Ages, to ſhow your Z:ral and Reſpect 
i tothe Ordinances and Miniſters of Chrift. 
A As to tne fiſt. Altho they be accounted 

by many, as in old, to be fooliſhneſs, for 
Wo The Jews ſought after « ſign, and the Greek 
& efter Wiſdom, 1 Cor: I- 22. And now a- 
ayes Mcn deſpiſe the Ordinances; And 
Atheniam-like, long after ſore new thing: 
Yet there is a ſecret Vertue in theſe Inſti- 
tut;ons, which only the ſimple and bum- 
| blef-cl and perceive; And GOD by the 
fooliſhneſs of Preaching may ſave Souls, 
and the Goſpel is the Power of GOD un- 
w Salvation, to ſuch as believe: For, 
GOD is in His Ordinances and Day. 
tho perhaps many know it not: How 
ſirange was that Stratagem of a Rude & 
Illiterar eMan at the firſt Council of Nice? 
la convincing and clearing of a Philo. 


ſopher, by a bare recital of the Creed, 
when 


4 
' 
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V hen Leerned Men could not gain gre 
of him : Liſten not then to the Wiſda 
che world but ſcek after that humble: 
dom that miketh your face ro ſhine: 
your ſc]lves and honour yout place b 
milicy in kiſbng the holy Jctus,who nc 
power nor by. might, but by his Sp 
chrough weak means and mean 
ments, bringeth to pals, great effeAs: Li 
ToKing David in old, and to Conf 
that prime Gentleman of Chriſftiar 
Tbeodoſuus and others: And ler 
Worldly honour give place to 
can things of Chriſt, which are 
usked with the Glitter ing ſplendors 

vain World , and let the power « 
Crucified Saviour, humble , inde 
and heal your hearts. 2ly. Astot# 
nifters of Chbrift, who althe they mag 
bur mean men, yet behold their 
in and with tnem, 1t they do not dflp 
rage their Character by milcarriage . i 
Reſpeft tbem for their works joke. Poli 
they have not that well bread. mean, 
addreſs that becomes you, Their bred 
ing nut having been ac Courr, but in 
Collcage and Cloifter, And- perhaps tl 
halt as to watrdly policy and prudenl 
yet if they Carrie well in their Holy 
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rafing, it is your honour to Countenance 
dazed cncourage them in affiſting their 
le WDiſcipline, and thus ſhall ye Rank your 
e: Wſclves in that Glorious Sphere in helping 
byWthe LORD in bis Servants, againſt the 
Powers of Darkneſs. 

i Fourthly: As #0 your Earridge as Peers, 

| and Patriots in the Nation. 


us 5$. 9. As it is much becoming your 
place to ſhine in your Orb,with a publick 

| WFiſitz So.will ic much adyance your ho- 
* Waour to keep your ſelves within the line 
; GF of Loyaltic, and warm the Countey by 
"(your befricnding ic in the higher courts, 
Jef io ſhun biguitry, and to labour to ad- 
yance a ſolid Religion and Government, 

and confſtler well what has been the con- 
ſtant courſe and Polity of the uniyerſal 
Church: That men of yeſterday be nor 
flattered in that phanſie, that they will 
reform the World, and that doubtleſs 
they are the People, and Wildom doth 
dwcll with them. I fhall detain your 
Honours no longer, but. pray GOD to 
blels yoar Perſons and Families, with the 

= Bleffings of His Right Haod, that as you 
9 nay bc uſeful in your Generation, lo you 
| may 


1 
4, 
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hae 4 leave utito your Noble Off-vyri 
the beſt Inherirance of excellent Examy 
and Eminent Vertue, Amen. 


Secondly, To the Gentry, 


$. to. Religion is ſo neceſſary to the 
novur of your Houſe, that it is eflential 
make you truely Gentlemen ; GOD b 
taken you from the common Toils of t 
World, & hath given you proper Orbs 
ſhine in, which are only made luming 
by Religion and Vertue ; It*s great 
nour to fear GOD, and makes you tr 
ly Generous, with Caleb; And as Stars { 
ſhine in your Orbs: For GOD will not ft; 
Honowr them that Honours Him, 1 Sam: 1 
3o.when [ ſhal ſpeak co thoſe of more / 
cient. And 2ly, Thofe of a more Recet 
Rilc. Let the firſt conſider the Pro 
dence of GOD, that hath Eatailed 
Inhericance upon them ; Ye ſhould the 
be thankfal and ſhine in Religion 
Vertuc, and walk worthily in your 
neration; Which trends ſo much cork 
Honourof your Houſe, that the negle 
of it may provoke GOD to ſhake id 
Foundations, and to Caule it vomit Ye 
out; For this cnd, you muſt = 

WIC! 
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hin the pachs of Equity &Frugality, which 
kn bc beſt mcatured,& promoted by Re- 
Hojon. For firſt, Juſtice is ſuch an even 
e. that it will juſtifie you in all the I ra- 
rfing turns of your lite: beware of all 
"Fieid and rigorous Courſes; defraud not, 
1p0e  cvery man his duc, opprels none. 
Wnd let your Generous vetcue mitigate the 
Gpouts of the law, ſince in ſome caſcs 
annum Jus may be Summa injuries, look 
1] whether Recognitions and other 
ubtile Tricks of Law, will weigh well 
1 the ballance of Equity. 2ly. Follow 
Snigalicy, GOD baviog pur a fortunc and 
SWpurconity 1n your hands; Beware that ye 
novoke not an Exterminating Angel to 
Fenter your doors: and jf you build your 
uſe with ſtones, unpoliſhed by Vertue,ic 
ill not ſtand, and as it is a diſgrace to 
"looſe that which your Progenitors have 
tin your hand, ſo will it be a greater 
*2$1mputation to your perion, if your fami- 
My fall by fin and wickedneſs: And fo that 
witch Copſtans all, is, to'manifeſt the cx- 
wy cercile of Undefiled Religion in your houſe 
<F ard life. Beware therefore of Senſuality, 
Wh pride, pafhon, and ommiſſion of ducy , 
wand lcarnto reſpe&t the Ordinances and 
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 Miniſtcts of Chriſt, for your Souls Good; 


bi I For. 
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Fer, | know not by what unlucky fa 
ſome Gentlemen are readier to take up, 
pikue at Chriſts Miniſters than at aff 
Rank of People in ith;e World; So thil 
the Laird and Miniſter ſtands (cldom 
even Terms. | ſhall not abſolutely purglf 
{ome of my Tribe from want of that Pr 
dence & conduClt that becomes their Chy 
raQer : Yettho he be an Angel, as tohg 
Office, he is (ubjeQ to paſhon 1n the Bog) 
and therefore he ſhould be looked upo 
becauſe of his holy Office, under the pre 
tetion of GOD, with a No! me tangere, at 
touch not mine Anointed; and do my Prophets a 
berme, Plalz 165. t5- And it bath beg 
found a ſtain and loſs to ſome Honourabk 
Families, to encroach upon the Mint 
ſters. And for you cf the -othec {eize, 
conſider by whoſe Hand ye are put 1nto! 
this Capacity, and ponder by what mi 
ye have Creept up a little higher 
than your Fathers in coming fre 
the Camp, the Sbip, the Shoap , the Tredg 
and the Plough, exc. To be ranked is 
among the rolls of Lairds and Heritors: 
For, tbo ſuchare to be re:/pe&ed, who im: 
prove their Talent well. and adyance by 
Vertus; Yet, conſider that your Houle, 
ec laycd on a good Foundation, fince an 
[1:2r1cancc 
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Wherirarice got haſtily, and by, perhaps, 
WPEtcoubtable means is- like to run the 
te of Johab's Gonrd; to ſpring up and 
A ther in leſs than a ddy. It is good then 
mY: you, tobe well poiſed in an even 
D. llance, to leok to yeſterday, and whar 
"WS Morrow may bring forth, Ard if 
"Mou be Food, | becauſe under a greater 

d ot: Erth , GOD, who raiſed you 
ror ths aft, cat Reduce you thither a- 
win, ſo that whit evet you think of your 
"Wires, ſec that you catry not by pride 
"7 oſteritatior,, ro conciliat Reſpe& from 
x world, for it is by vertuc and humility, 
at, man riſeth to the fayour of God and 
lan. ih 
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OF Thirdly, To the Clergy, 


ze, 
to; 


It is Net to Reflect upon any of that 
*Whara&er : For in that I would ave ma- 
ay Copartners in this evil and wanton 
"Doc: Neither is ic to inform my Brethren, 
* liring rather to be taught my (ſclt 
TYrom the mouth of GOD by you. lr is 
* fonlyro Remember you, that your Office 
” JOblidgeth you to a Retired and abſtraQt- 
4 I life: and cho ſhould not deſire you to 
\Pactire from your duty, for Afton ts the 
-Flife of your Calling; yet 1 would warn 
b-2 You 


= — — 
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you toſhun avocations from, and Ina 


diments of your duty, for no conyer{ 
(except Ir be with the graveſt) can ha 

\uch influence upon your heart as to le; 
the World and Contemplat God: whe 
by, in all the tempeſis of this life, 
may by faith and deyotion ſweem Cal, 
ly, as a fiſh in troubled waters; and wh 
you make GOD your ſtudy, you q 
the better read the ſtate and caſe of me 
and I aflure you, by your converſing| 
Heaven, you will be fitter to come dot 
from the Mounc, with the will of GC 
in your mouth, and the Tables of the 
in your hand, with Moſes; and when) 
are ar the greateſt diſtance from t 
World by this habitual contemplati 
of GOD, and things ſpiricual and | 
ternal; you may be the more capable 
ſecve the . tereſt of him that is inviſit 
and the happineſs of the Immortal z Soul 
2ly. What ye ſpcak ro People muſt be 
rhe Oracles of GOD and the word 
Faith which you preach; from the knc 
ledge of the Scriptures, make CHRI 
near to your people; and there ſhall 
find the mind and will of the Erem 
GOD, for the direQting of their Fol 
Worſhip and manners; And if you concl 

w 
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Sell from the Scriptures, you may ſay 
Sith $t. Pal, we have the mind of Chriſt. 
id thus be a voice with the Bapriſt, and 
monicor with St. Paxl, to warn every man 
all Wiſdom, that you may preſent them per« 
7 in Chrift, Col. t. 28, Jy. Becaule 
Jou have fallen in bad times: Arm your 
Þlves with patieace and courage; Endure 
nedberdne/s ar the Souldiers of CHRIST. 2 I im. 
3. For if ye be reproached for the 
mc and Miniſtry of CHRIST : Happy 
eye. Make the Cavils of this World 
our Crown, conſider what indignities 
Wd reproaches your Bleſſed Maſter mer 
AJith: that now when his Religion is out 
- @f requeſt , you may compore with your 
wWWehts and ſtrive the more to avouch 
5 way, becauſe abandoned by ſo many, 
wrap your (clves up in your Calling, 
fwncre ye ſhall be ſecure, as in a Sanc- 
oe fuary, From the firife of Tongues, and 
; #vhatſoever men do, ro deminiſh andcry 
down your CharaRer, yet labour ye to 
eff Magnifie your | office, with $t Pad, for it 
+1Sboth holy and Honourable. and at 
'#length the Reprover in the Gate . ſhall 
.jf & chought more wile an: happy, than 
43 lim That periſheth in tbe way, 


} k 


c 
i 


Foucthly 
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Fourthly, To the Commons of all ſortz, | 


As you arc to be carcful ofall 
common cqncerns of your Religion 
particular dutics gf your Calling & Ry 
tions, iu approving your le]ves in.y 
{phere,bo:h ro God & man;ſo particuly 
I would Recommend co you 1ft. Mgt 
honeity. 2ly. Civility and diſcretion I 
b ur taen ficſt ro be morally honeſt, x 
think not that ye can be Religiouy, þ 
extcrnal duties, publick or private; | 
yoa neglect m-rality: for GOD ſecthy 
your wayes, and hath ſhewed xmo thee | 
m an what iz geed. Study thep honefty! 
your principics, your ends, your wol 
your bargains, Buying and Sclling, / 
with Coulcience; beware of Coycroulng 
and deceic, knowing that ſuch « 
turn aſide to crooked wayes , GOD wi 
lead. them forth with the workers, 
wniquity.  Plal. 115. 5- And may put: 
tecret Moath into your hidden things, d 
dishorelly. 21y,Learn to be diſcreet and G 
vii, for both Mcralicy and Religion reagy 
eth this Lcſinyt And isthe beſt diſciy 
line in the WorlJ, to guide yeu io your 
Cail:«ge lv GOD and Man, The - 

twen! 
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| gbens bythe light of Natrurc; did polifh 
1; and Civilize theraſclves, how much more 
thou in following the cyen Line of Righte- 

Ul ouſncſs? Which reacheth us, that Whatever 
things are fuſt and Honeft, and of good Report; 
and to caſt away that barbarous Rudnels 
that hath lo much, through ſlouth and 
carelelneſs, debaſed the life of rhe moſt. 
Learn good Manners in the right Govern- 
| ment of thy Tongue and paffions, by the 
patience and precepts of the Pritce of 
* Peace, And tho perhaps, thou can not be 
 ſoaccuratre, as thoſe that haye the beſt &Z- 
{ Cucation, Yet muſt thou have as'much 
Religion, as can not only SarQifie, but 
Calm thee, and fit thee for thoſe (weee 
& (ſerencRegions, where there is nothing of 
boiſterous paſhon, and licent ious ' ta)k. 
And in thy paſſage thitker, there bz two 
Rocks, that you are Carefully to guard 
" againſt. Firſt, The fin of raſh ſwearing and 
' eurfing. 21y, The ſordidneſ; of ſenſuslitty and 
drunkenneſs, Firtt, What canſt thou pro- 
poſe unto thy ſelf by Kaſh Swearing > except 
It be, that thy corrupt nature Glorys co 
& bewicked. and ſwagered out in profanity, 
I}! ill thou fall into the borders of blaſphemy: 
ww! By this thou makes thy {elf ro be louked 


upon as an ingoyerned avd an. indiſcrcet 
prion 


, 
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perſon,& a {on of Belis) in thy Generati 
And by your Curſfing you diſcover my 
of the Nature and Venom of the 
much contrary to thac ſweetneſs and | 
tleneſs that becomes thy Religion : Tt 
ptoves hereby an Execrabic Executions 
and involves thy ſelf in the {ad curſe, & 
nunced by the Prophet ; As be loved curſm 
ſolet it come upon vim, Pſai: 110. 17. At. 
tho it may pleale thy vendictive hamay 
for the time, yet thy curſes, like a ſtir 
leſs Waſp to others, recoils and retury 
with malignant venom, upon thine om 
pate. 2, AS to Sordid Senſualiy, Althg 
alas! chere be roo much caule of complait 
of this in perſons that ſhould be betta 
bred, yet there are many that ſhow thi 
ſhame without ſhame; And they are b 
prone to this upon Occaſion, that ever 
Charity almoſt doth not hinder others to 
think, with regrate, that their belly is then 
God, and their ham: their Glory ; And that 
your filtizy Vomits, rec ling Stapgerings, and 
diſtractcd Deliriums 1::akes you, not only 
like the Eliots in Lacedemon, that were cx 
poled to publick view, as ſpeftacles, to 
make the younger abhorr the Vice; But 
puts a note upon you (if ye do not repent) 


of a diſmal fatc, that you ſhal not _ 
ove 
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; qbe Kingdem of GOD, 1 Cor: 6. 10. Learn 


v then to temper your L ife with TI empes 


rance, knowing that fair Nature is ſoon 
ſatisfied ;; And Religion reacherh thee , 
Not t0 be drunk to exceſs, but filled with the 


W Spirit, Eph, 5. 18. 


The Prayer. 


fa A ND Theu O LORD, the ſoveraign Judge of 


all the Farth, and the Great Maſter of all 


on Lords 1tennants, and Tenements: therein, follow 
108 this bumble Application to all Ranks of Men , 


with Thy Majeftick Power, that tho many may 
be ready ratber to redicule tban read theſe lines, 


0 yet O GOD of Wiſdom give tbem to bave their 


T Grace. ſhun the dreadful Handwriting of Menc 
' Tekel againft them, and be by the power of 


ſecond thonghts, that they may through Thy 


' bs Thy Spirit made Citizens of Zion. Amen. 


COURSE Third 
The Contents. 

What fine your labour in Vertue, Piety, good go. 
vernment of your life and Family, and the 
progreſs of your Religion, tbe ordering of your 
bouſe and the ſetting forth of your Children to 
jaudable and lawfull Callings and Setlement, 
bath eome to ? 

$ 1. T Hope | have not need niwch to 
ir{iſt here,ſince as to the ſettling 


of 


- ak_.l ww IH 4a 4 
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of your Family and the Education af 
Children, 1 have already diſcourleg, 
that now ir remains principally, that 
be inſtrued in your prelent duty. 
for this there be: cheſe things worthy, 
your enquiry and obſeryation. Firſt, 
Produtt and fine your work, is come to, bath a 
your generall and pertiexlar Calling. 21y..Wk 
courſe ye arg.upon, as to the, ſetting forth > 
religious and. rational ſettlement of the Cbj 
thatGoed has given vawZly. If you bave reli 
diſpoſed of «ll your fpiritual and ſecular Cone 
t0 good and baly End:. 


. 
% 


$- 2. Firſt, In this Courſe of thy 
Its time tofland and paulc,look about 
behind you and before you; its high 
now o know where ye. arc, and what# 
arc, and if ye have gathered any Stockt 
Grace and Vertae; and. in fine, what! 
the Produtt of your general and particul 
Calling | 


$. 3. And for the Reſolution of the fin 
Q-ecre, thou muſt look whar chouhs 
dvae : ſince every one muſt giye ana 
count of himſelf ro GOD, and .ch& 
knows no: how 1o0n; Yea, tho thou ſhould 
neglect, GOD hath a Regiſter. I 
_  Conſeien 


fyy conſcience therefore read the legend of 
ed | chy lite,& ſeriouſly digeft the ſcenes 8& a&s 
thy thereof. that lo thou may attain to ſomic 
Ad clearneſs asto thy ſtate and caſc; and be 
the Berter prepared for following duiies 
and tryals. To think on thy former wayes, Pla); 
It9. 59. Recapitulate and Recognize. thy 
former Coings, that thou. rhaycſt takea 
| more ſerious account of thy errors, fail- 

ours and jollics, that you May tetraQt 
what ic amiſs, andit is bigh' time now 
(criouſly and untcignedly ro Reperitand 
to cearret what hath bcen wrong, & to putt 
your ſelt in a better diels for your tcllews- 
ing Lite, and for Death aiid Jadgemene , 
which arc to follow that; And if rbou has 
been fo happy,. by Grace io doany Good, 
you are to keep warm the Nurſcry of your 
ke Vertuecs : T ake the !i:rle. Foxes that hurt 
| the Vineyard and ſeek ro {<rve GOD with 
tull parpoſe of Heart, and a ſettled and 
ſolid Courle of Duiy ; Ard if thou lean 
upon. GODS Dircion, and not to thine 
own Underſtanding: T hz LO”P | bath ful- 
I ſhewed thee what «1 good, Vic: 6. 8. And 
here it will be very 7-ctinear for thee ro 
regrate tiiy former {iayings, andiad or 
miſhons, Om tormer life 18 bur like a 


Dream. Lcata therefore O man, to be 
(obecr 
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ſober and Vigilant, and build ſuicablef 
Work; Work out your Salvation, and by the t 
diligent uſe of the means, and praftice of} < 
Vertuc, Moke your Calling and Ele&ion ſure; | * 
Look to the Rome of thine Heart, , the 
ſtate of thine Afﬀairs, and the Caſe of your * 
Family, and particular Calling; And dof * 
not ſatisfie thy ſelf ſo, as not toacknow! 
ledge that thou might have done more} 
than thou has done, and to take that 
Check from the Apoſtle, that Wheres x 
might have been teachers of others, ye bad need 
to be taught the firſt prineiples of the Oracles of 
GOD, Hebt 5. 12. If a Man now beſcrj 
ous, he will eafily ſee great blanks in his 
Life; And great emptineſs in what he has 
done, particularly as to Devotion and 
Charity; Which our LORD declares 
will be a great Charge againſt the World 
1n that day he will Judge ir. And if thou 
will be convinced, thou ſhall find that thou 
has much adoe, & that the moſt part does 
leſs than they ſhould do, for there 
1s much Work behind thce to undoe , To 
put away all ſuperfiuety of naughtineſs ,z, as Nt. 
Famerſayeth , Fem:1.21. we cannot indeed | 
get Yeſterday again, nor undo fin once. 


done, but there is yet time for thee to take 
ſuch wiſe meaſures, asto undo thy fins by | 
Repenrance 
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Je | Repentance, and make u thy failoures 
he | throU h Faith in the perfeCt ſatisfaRtion of 
of| Chriſt, who {ayes himſclf, 1 bave done the 
| | work cwbicb Thom gaveſt me to do Job: 17, F 
'' $, 4. Jly, Look how thou haſt ordered 
Þ thy family, the oeconomy whereof if it be 
"| guided by Grace and Peace, doth very 
much adyance Religion and Hamane ſoct- 
ety: for if Families were walking 1n the 
clear Orb of Religion, it would lay the 
foundation of Righteoutnels in a Nation , 
| itthe Husband were duticfull ro the Wite 
of his boſom, and the Wife reſpeAtull to 
the Husband of her Youth,if the Children 
were obedient to their Parents, and the 
Parents carefull for the ſpiritual and ſecu- 
lar concerns of their Children, if the ſer- 
yants were dutiefull ro their Maſters, and 
the Maſters gave what is juſt and right to 
them, chen would a golden Age revive , 
and the Land ſhine as a lamp, and eſpeci. 
ally if the Parents labour to ripen their 
Children toReligion and Vertue, and to 
(cttlethem in a courle of life that may 
tend tocontentment, and by all means la« 
; bour ro prowote love, peace and comely 
order of thelr ſtation, and of the Church of 
G D, that from their houle, as a Bezbel, 
they go up to the Temple, and there re- 


Cciye 


I 
1 


. 80.70 
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ceive inſcrution pe ſacrifice, arid » 
rurn home, with the b'effiag of the Goipe| 
of peace , and that i: be the great careo| 
younger & clcr to ſhun idlencis & unne. 
ceflary digrcſhons, ill company,divitive g 
deſtructive Employments, having ſuch af 
great work adoe, as tocommend Relipjog| 
by their ways, and wa}k worthily it cheir 
Generation- 
The Prayer 


ORD, who know: his errors? cleanſe theb (> 
me from ſecret and kn»wn ſins. 1 hnow 
enowgh of my ſelf to bumb:c me: But thy Eyes, | 
which ere as flames of fire, ſees more in ti 
than 1 can. obſerve: Accept, Good LOR Dk £ 
bumble defignes 1 beve bad, to. do well, and pity, 
my faint performance, make up my wants through 6 
bins who u perfedi, in whom thou aquieſces, and | 
I repoſe. 1 find greet diſſatirf eftion in any thing |, 
in metbat bas been contrary to thy Eternal will | | 
and hel; word; LORD, now 1 aim no lowe!t | R 
than to center my ſoul in thee, I have been bat * 
too ſlow, give me the wings, and alacrity of at d 
Angel. to do thy will; 1 can never be well rillT | 
be a3 thee, O help me SOP. Ama: n 


k 
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Penod third, 


the future Age, or what is $0 come 211 the 
Declenfions of Nature. And the S rages 


thereof. 


Mo 


= > 2 AQ 


AN is now to be looked upor, as cn- 
ing his declining Age, For, as heril- 
eth in his Youth, and maketh progreſs 
*[jn the Augment of his Life from the 30 
” year thereof, to the 50's So lhatthe 
vch adoe when he begins tro hang his 
Head, and to decline, from the 50 year 
et his Age, to the End. His gloſs and 
7 | ſprightfu Feature, is now much failed, 
, And he looketh out with the aſpe& of old 

Ape, And grey bairs are bere and there upon 


: (bim, Hol: 7. 9. And cxceet fore be [wel- 
"kd with a load of Flcſh. and' bave a 


"Ruddy Tin&ure from the Cup; and there 
; Arc others that do Remain longer un- 
, Cecayed , through a more vigorous 
Conſtirurion . yet ſhall they begin to 
'hnd ſome declining in altthe Organs, and 
therefore from what we' have ſeen in 

_ ſour bygone time, and what we ſee Ig our 
_ eLVCh 
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ſelves, and others: We may learn to knoyf® 
our frailty and not look upot; cur fclve 
as Impr ' Forts : O Then labour nc 
to be ſolidly ſerious to do thy guty. at 
encounter rhe defficulties of this Period 
thy lite. And fer your help I ſhall rakew 
this:remanent part of it,in ſome following 


ſages. 
ST AGE Firſt. 


The Contents 


Of a ſerious reeolleFition of thy ſelf , _ 'þ 
artial tryal of thy former life, And. al 
what now is to be done, the exerciſe and 
of S———_—— ſuitable to thisPeriod fron 
JOts JO, and ns that to the end of bis wal 


Very tnan ſhould know himlel, 
and every Good man 1s intea 
upon this ſtudy; he ſhould now be ſo (olidÞ 
aStO recollect himſelf, and to draw by 
life as in a little Map, and that ſo ime 
partially, that the Blemiſhes as well as & 
ny veriue may appear. Thou has an im: 
partial and penetrating Eye,to lee thee, a 
perfett Rule rodireR thee, "which if thou 
Follow. thou haſta well informed conſci- 
ence (@ admoniſh thee, and the Wildom 
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Jof GOD to make thee Caſt a Right ac- 
count of thy life, for which chou art with 
Fa pi-2us curioliry co enquire into theſe partis 
culars following. r. If thow beſt unfeignedly 
repemed of all thy former Sins? 2ly. If there 


"Ye yet any Refidive humour of folly in thee? 3ly 
"If thou findeft any thing of true grace and Divine 
Nature in thee? 4ly. 1f thy beart do not condemn 
\Bibee ? 4s 8+: Paul fayes. 1. Cor. 3. 4. I 

know nothing by my felt, yet am 1 nor 
hereby juſtified. 5ly. How thou art reſolved 
to encounter the Tryals of this Stage: Gly, 
if Fthow bas defeated all delayes and finds tby 

& thy (elf now intent upon the one thing neeeſſery. 
-K 719: Whats the produd@ of thy perticuler and 
5 Genersl calling. 


Firſt, If thou baft unfeignedly repented of all 
former fins? £ 

$. 2. There is a Repenrance to be repent- 
ed of, which comes by firs like Phareob's; 
,& when Judgements arc upon the patient; 
þ but when the paroxiſme is over,he fallsinto 
4 aRcelaplic, and {ſo ſas ſome Divines have 
| obſerved ) The life of ſuch a one is bur 
| the riding of a round, to fin and repent, 
and repent and fin: and thus run intoa 
| Circle, and ruine. Bur true Repentance 
txeth ſuch a remorſe and fence of the evil 


K of 


| 622 iS: 7 f the - Peri | 
of.fin in the _ as to make theY 
ecnt CIV, wo - unto me that] bave finned;'y 
 bcholdsi; to be a bitter and evil þ 
to offend GON; Ir is wtought by G 
Sortow, and catricd+ of with reve 
ioſt ſin, 'to abhere that which he. 
altho he were. ſtated in the ſame citl 
ances: It humbleth theSou) and | 
cth ic cry with fJereaviab, Olr thi 


A Fo4 


head were a well of Wacer, and myill 


tountairis of Tears; which if they 
rag. mak the peaiccat expreſs his 
with Greeas znxttereble ,| It reforms 
ner and makes him Cayrivut' chett 
and }abour wirh the greatcft. fincerit 
alt che oppoſttc Vertues, 1 Cor: 4; JP 


Scccndly.. If there rexuain any Re 
{rn of folly in thee. 
”" $-3 , The Serpeat is not ſoonflait 


the body of fin cafily mortified, the 
of bitterneſs is hard io be cradicared) | 
rooting aut he fin of thy nature, .} 
ſor, & iticliaaticns; requires the 

a$& ful Sargcon, or to cur off thy! 
Hand. or pluck out thy tight Eye, i 


oftead thee: And it chou be fint 
Chriſt will learn chce the boly Al 
Mortification : Thou muſt not © 
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Al wich f:ſh and blood, nor reliſh any car- 
nal guilt © For, Tobe carnally minded is death, 

and if thow live after the fleſh thox ſhall die: but 


ll if through the Spirit, 1bou mortifie the deeds of 
al the b»dy, thoxſhall le, Rom. 8. 13: Thou 
1 muſt. cleanſe, from all filtbineſs of the fleſh 
ll ad ſpirit, 2 Cor: 7.1. And woſh thy beart 

rom Dickedneſs, tbat thou mayeſt be ſaved, 


ol Jer; 4+ 14s 


Thirdly, If thou partoke of the Divine 
| Nature. 

'$. 4. That this isa property of the 
Godly, is afferred by St. Peter, 2 Pet: 1. 4. 
For, altho no man can partake of the in- 
T finite Efdence of GOD, which cannot be 
 diyided, nor communicated to any Crea- 
wre;JYer do Believers partake of Heayen- 
ly Qualities, which makes thern, i:: ſome 
mealure, like their Heavenly Father: 
MW And frees them from the Diſpoſition, 
# Faſhion and Eſtate, wherein unregenerate 
3 men live and periſh: £ndthe free and 
g abſolute promiſes of GOD, ſuch as, That 
we ſhall be Sens and Daughters to him, and 
GOD will take away the Stony heart. and give 
8 Heart of Fleſh; have a great influcnce ur 
y pon the Renewing of our Nature, and 
the SanQifying and Glcrifying of our 
K 2 Spirit 
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Mk, and . making it GOD-Like, in 3 
mealure ſand Capacity. Andto reſemble 
him in Heavenly Wiſdom, Holineſs and} 
Uprigbtneſs, eſpecially in Humility and 
Charity towards miſerable Sinners, with 
a Zeal for the LORDS Honour, and ſud 
eminent Perfteftions as were traniceng 
antly and without meaſure in the Maj 
Ehbrift. Thus the Life of GOD is begun 
in the Heart of Man by Regeneration, 
and advanced by the Operation of Grace 
and Vertuct And the impure lump i 
Illuminated, and made Perfe&t and Holy 
as our Heavenly FAT HER is Holy and 
PerfeAt; And. the Love of GOD ſhade 
abroad in the Hearr, doth wonderfully 
chear and warm that new Lite, and 
makes it grow and come to PerfeRion: 
So that we delerve not the name of Re- 
ligion, nor have we warrant to cxpeR to 
ſce GOD, and to be with Him for evet. 
in Glory, if we do not be like GOD in 
the Operation of His Grace, and Good- 
neſs, in the Land{of the Living: Heaven 
certainly muſt be begun in us, cre we 
be poſleſſed Citizens thereof, Phil: J. 20- 
Our Converſation muſt be above, rill we 
come to a more intimats Cemmunion 


with GOD for eyer. 


Fourthly, 


the exerciſe of Conſcience; whica the A- 


{ faRion ſo'much in your (elf, as in the 


SnOngo ERGY CDCEAOCDRHREAS =n=RS ST © ©2405 5we_ 


_ 
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t Fourthly; If tby Heart do not condemn thee. 


$. 5- If our Heart Condemn us, GOD 
# greater then the bears, and knoweth all things, 
John, J. 20, By the Heore here, 1s 
meant the {ound and ſolid refleftions of 
the Spirit, upon our Life and Way, by 


ſtle calls Heart, to diſtinguiſh it from 
umour, . Miſperſwation, and melan. 
choly-apprehenſions , when the Confct- 
ence 1s once awakened. And ſtill there 13a 
difference betwixt Gravamen ſpirits & dic- 
temen Conſcientle : But it isthe Heart and 
well informed Mind of a Chriſtian, that 
makes him cither Conſcious or Cordial, 
according to the Frame of his Life: If 
thou wouldſt then b= approved at the Barr 


. of this Depucy of GOD, you muſt aQ ac- 


cording to his Word, and after ſerious 
ſearch, corre& what is amiſs; till you at- 
tain unto {erenity and clearnels of mind 2 
Yet I would not have you to icek fati(- 


Goodneſs of GOD, and the Merit of 
Chriſt; acquieſce in his Salvation by a 
humble beleiving, and penicent} Heart; 
and lean'not to your own Underſtanding: 
if thou be not ſatisfyed as yet, cm 

NOw nam 
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| knowing Guide , whoſe Office it is, 


thy tull information,to give thee Eaſe 
clearneſs : For, The Prieft* s lips (hould _e_ 
Knowleage, Mal: 2. Jo So 


= Ts 


Filthly, How thox art Reſolved to encoung C 
the Trysls of this Period. ' Fe. 
6. 6. The longer man lives, che is » 
more (ubjeq, to infirmiries, ' and  beca®- 
of our rudeneſs ani many 'Indilpoſi: ig 
we are {ut bje& to the Rod, and Diſcipli? 
of the Holy JESUS: Man in the beginnf! 
of his Life, is much inconcerned, in. p 
Y »uth like a Bullock, unacquainted- wi 
the Yoak; and in. bis after. life he half * 
need to be keept -under ,, .by Fathery , 
Chaſtitement ; and-ſo is ſubje&@ to perſpy 
al, domeſtick and publick Tryals:: | 
he hath this for an. Antidote, that they} 
ric of GOD, in the Word, repreſen 
theſe Tryals very favourably, as inſtante 
of Fatherly Love ard Mercy, Heb: 13, 
Whom I love I chaftice, (aycth the LORD 
Kev: } 19. And count 1t-all Joy . wht 
ye fall into divers temp'ations, ſayetti $ 
James, Jam: 1. 2. It is the grear Cot 
cern thenofa Chriſtian, co hear the yoic 
of rhe Rod, To let patience baver 6s perfed 
Fork, Jam: 1. 4. To be of a conrerd 
| ml 
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ro-guard againft'Melaicholy-Det- 
. to kiſs the Rod, to humble 
e Mighty Hint sf GOD;.and to 


qr 


F 


Snproyc the RbY 24 well 3 the Word, 
| ho batpoles 'Religion' »Butnow in 
1s declitiing. A thee enters 1hto broken 


ters, atid' therefore ſhon!d have a well 
| UM Ark, E | T b& Anchtior — 
he Vail ; gl in al] the Tc flings and. 
" pr. thi Hiok remdins: rut = | 
faſt; Heb:"'5 5: 2% miſt arm with - 
Hence * ' and haye this Flier Ahod with the 
| | oVAR of tbe oh of peace, Eph: 6G. 15. 
; A ſo through 1h and patience be:then, 
ney inberit tbe promiſes, Heb: 6. "02s * 3 


| Nh 


iIxthly, If all Delayes be Jfamad. and thox 
be now intent on thy Wark. : 

. *Tisdangerous to delay till now, 
ro. Ft yune of Man 1s prone to p- 


EY C eve Os art many _ 
and defeRts in for ghſch thou haſt 
an All {ufficient p4elp to recover rhee; yer 
muſt thou be dilligent in the ' ufc of the 
| Mears, *and: GOD that prevents with free 
orace, Gan cure it, t@ Hlis Gloty. 


Seyenthly 


os = gry — ner _ 
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Scventhly, What is thy Stack and Store, 'FF 


| in Grace and Vertue. Wo 
Li 6. 8. A Vertuous Man brings bis Wort: 
Fl rolome fine, and chou ſhould have ptolſk 
vilion againſt evii dayes; found well wi 
| na Rock, that willſtagd out the Rorali 
| bour to be Rich in Faich and goof 
il Works, and to have. freſh Oyl for thy1 
Lamps, andthe Wedding Garment na 
ly wrought : Thy Heart and Houſe ig 
order, that Tryals and Death do not ſu: 
priſe thee, and the cry be at midnight, 
Metth: 2.5. 6. when thou art Sleeping; atid 
ſudden deſtrution come, when thou ſayes 
Peace. And-after this ſerious RecolleQ- 
on, thou muſt ponder aright, 


| 


| 
| Secondly, ' ug 
| What now remains ti 
| be done ? ' 


S. 1. VEN the Work that GOD hath 
given thee to do. Look then t0 
thy great buſlinels, Proficiency ; and where 
in thou arc ſhort, double thy diligence 


Sce that thou has Firft, The methods - 
t 
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by Life ordered unto Salvation. 2h. 
hy Progreſs and middle Work berwixc 
outh and declining Age : And then how 
Dnyouare prepared to enter the Vitime or 
roche laſt things, Tr isclear then, thou ſhould 
uiſhe now ſeriousand ſeek firſt the Kingdom 
loft GOD with all Secking,and perſevering 
WConſtancy: Be faitbfull unto Death, and the 
NFLORD will give thee tbe Crown of Life.: 
# 5s 2. But particularly, there ate three 
things ought 10 be done: Ift. I bat thy bouſe 
fl ad Aﬀairs be in as good Order as poſſible. 21y 
CN thet yow may work ont the work of your own 
db ſolvation. And }ly, that you Give all dilligence 
to make ſure your Calling and EleGion. _ 
| $ 3. Firſt, that thy houſe and affairs 
be in as good order,as poflible : Io man- 
2ge thy Earthly concern with Diſcretion 
| that thou may leave to thy Iſſue a good 
example, and a pa-* + rhe portion, 
which G O D hath 9i5::a rhee; witha 
Bleffing: Leaft througa thy Negle@ chou 
'þ render thole behind chee deſtitute and def” 
| picable, without a ſettled calling and courſe 
| of vertue; And if through incident acct- .; . 
4 dents, thou has been hurc in thy Eftacte, > - * 
GOD can make any remnant, be like 
the Widows Cruſe, for thee and thine; If 


thou improve dilpenlations tothe heſt: 
And 
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And toall that defire co thrive , Tcant "| 

but Recommend. a diſcreet Charity; The 

merciful man diſperſcth and giyesto i 
; 


poor, leads ro GOD, And bis feed ſha 


Bur.thy great work is; 2ly. t9. werk, ont th 
workof thy. own ſalvation. Phil: 2. 1. Th 
thou put on, che copſtone, as well. as, h 
the foundationgthar thou perfeRt.thy Fall 
and Repentarce,Charity and otherGrace 
co bave thy ſou] crim'd with-che :Weddihy 
Garment, and -thy, Lamps full of Oy 
tillthexry come, Behold the Bride- Groom co 


upon good Ground thou may, EXPEcT tit 
Crown of Rightcouſneſs, that ; will, 
giveniall thoſe who love Chriſt 4ppear 
ing. Jlv. I hat thowe give all diligence to wah 
thy Callling aud Klethion ſure ; * which p 
nor obtained by liſtening co bumour 


F | 


tftindt , bur by that diligence that 


? 

comesa Chriſtian, - in the exerciſe. of uithl 
And good works; tor it is not by rhe 
volving the leavs of deſtinic,har by a dll 
gent (carch of the Book of GOD, ang 
4 life ſuitable thereunto, that thou ca 
ſecure thy. peace and thy ſoul, for, thn 
is no peace [ayeth my GOD tothe wicked. 


A 


( 
'Y | 
| 
| 


well. btbind bjm , as in P(4. J7. and In, F 


» 
$ 


eb; Thextbou fight that fight of, Fgith , tb ar of 


| 
0,1 
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, A Continuation of this 
nonion of his 

ia From 5O to 70. and to the uttermoſt extent of 
ot Mans Life. 


S$. 1. A Ltho many fall crethey arrive 
to this itage of Lite, Yet ſince 

GOD hath given ic, and doesgiyc- it, tO 
ſome to reach the length; thou art {erioul- 
PE ly: to conſider thy Wuty, and-how thou 
$ may imp! ovc it (0the beſt, which through 
# Grace may be done ; I 1.:thou labauyr to 
cl arrive at any pitch of: Wiſdom. 2. If thou 
Þ be well relylved to encounter . and endure 
58 incident perſonal zMiions ; . Jly. What 
| account thon can give of thy elf ro GOD 
and Man. 4. If through CHRIST helping 
thee thou Iabours to porteftion. 5. If thou 

if be running thy Race in the good fight of 
Faith. Gly. It chou be butie nuw in. ripening 
thyfclfifor Heaven, 71. If thou dayly pre- 
pare::for Death, and have thy. Soul fixed 

| upon wingtoflce ro'yonder Regions, where 
 ENRIST is 2 And. laſt of al/, to conſider 
the means and mutives to advance thele. 
 -» $. 24. Firſt, If now thou haſt arrived x0 
any pitch of Wiſdom. The Apcſtle Fames 
Givesa full direQion as to this, Who uv a 
wiſe | Man  m0ng you? le bim ſhew ogy 

y 


/1 
J » 


w chey attend duſt & aſhes; they flow tri 
* "many cauſes: And now in thy decl 


' Cay of afrail Body, occaſioned. By 


a, 
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by & good Gonverſation with Meekneſy 
Wiſdem. Por as the Fear of GOD is 
beginning of Wi:dom, (ſo it comple 
Wiſdom forſeeth andjis providenr, 
rageth with vain confidence; Will 
makes thee a wiſe V irgine to provide 
in thy Lamps, it direQeth and clea 
your affairs, it puts thy houſe and Soil 
order, aud it keeps a clear accouur bylly 
good conſcience, {ince GOD 1s the Jag 
and knoweth all things : And now 1} 
time that thy Wiſdom appear to n 
rhee wiſe unto Salvation, otherwiſe 
but, worldly wit, For true Wiſdom is 
plicity, beavenly ſmeerity and eccurate walkin 
which as it makes thee uſeful in thy 
ration, So makes it thy face to ſhine, 
elevates thee toa clearer orb, thereto 
main as a fixed Star. l 
$. 3. 2h. What reſolutions thou] bill 
to encounter incident perſonal aflitionf 
Affiitions ſpring not out of the duſt, þ 


ing age, thou art to encounter with ched 


ſtruttions, Rehums, diſtillations, and'm 
nifold diſtempers, which requires a gra 


deal of forticrude and firmitic of mind, i! 
enduri 
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ſr Kare and improve,togethec with all inci 
5 &nccryals from without, that arc appoint- 
I for thee, which thou ſhould ſweeten by 
conſideration of Chriſt's ſufferings . 
m chy ſclf with patience, and poiſe thy 
e Wy with Chriſtian Contentment, in all 
Wc counterbuts of tryal,know with the A- 
Woſtle, How to be aboſed, and bow to be ex- 
hed. through Cbrift ſtrengthening thee. Phil. 


'y 


2 
wW $. 4y, What account thou can give 
thy felt ro GOD and man. Every 


ihec muſt give account of himfelt to GOD: 
nquire then ifrhou haſt any regiſter of 
Why diurnal and Annual accounty itchy 


AMonicience doth report to thee, that thou 
Wn (crious in Religion. and difhntangled 
rom any affcRion to fin, and falſe way 
Ivdich if thou find , as it will afford great 
peace, ſo will it commend thee to 
1, eſpecially ro ſuch as deſerve the 
Frame of Men, and thou ſhalt, by ſuch 
Xcuracy, deſeryedly ger the name of a 
good, wiſe and honeſt man,and go off the 
uy Sage of time , with a Exge and an ap- 
plauſe, well done good and faithful ſervant, en- 

*Y ter Into thy Maſters joy. Matt. 28. 21. 
* $. 5. 4. If thou through CHRIST 
- helping 
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helping thee, Jabaursto perfeQion,, Ir i, 
nature-ot-Graee-ſtill to grow, and ſuch 
arcplamed jo, theLORDS houſe, ' by 
band: off GOD, bring forth fruic- in chil: 
old age;: there- is no time ſor flath, { 
Man bc nowas to his outwardframeymjy ; 
ab: agendo, yer the Spirit 1s ooling lll | 


P 
\ 
fl 


, 
i 


nearct Heaven; and bath more of 
and ſothe- inner Man, is renewed dgy! 
day. and thou caoſt do all things thra 
CHRIST ſtrenghning, thee, it thy di 
be lame, and thy graces weak, thou nll 
ſirive' to make them up, and laboyy 
ſquare thy ftelf by Religion, tor char. 
which 1lyeth four ſquare ; let no art! 
thee be without its policy, that thou nn 
attain unto that perfeftion that can | 
reached here, 

S. 6G. Flv. If thou be running thy Ra 
in the good fight of Faith? Thou muſt o 
ſtop till thou come to the end, and 6 
tain the prize, and tho-thy limbs be nc 
weak , thy fanh ſhould be ſtrong, at 
thy Soul vigorous , tO take Heaven 
Violence. 

&. %, Gly If rhou be buſie now fr, ripe 
ing thy ſcli tor Heaven; As thy Soul ſhould 
be purified, {o ſhould it be ready and al 
in white, with the ho)y Veſture of t 
Weddin 
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S Wedding Garmeticchat thus adorned'thou 
8 tmnayeſt ctictcr che Bridegroom ; The world 
"Snow may conc ; bari fhould be line 
in thy Eye; fot it iscrapty,and nothing can 
TY (2ciHe-thy Soul bur GOD, and thy thus 
un contiriumed Grace muſt take fire with che 
T (barks ofDiviteLove,cill it be conſurnmate 
in Glory;-and thonarrain torhe Regions 
'S of Love, Uife; Peacc; and Joy. 
S. 8. 74 1t thou dayly prepare for death. 
' &nd have thy Soul upon readineſs. Thou 
- muſt now wait the Gail of Grace, with a 
Calm and comfortable Air, ro condutt 
thee ©o thy fathers houſe: death hath al: 
ready catered chy windows, ceaſed upon 
* chy facultics and looſed thy Tabernacle , 
Y and there remains bar little of animal and 
Vical Spirit in thy head and heart ; Thou 
} ſhouldſt now have thy Loyns girt vp, and 
 bercady to ſhake of thy ferters when thy 
Maſter calls, that chou mayeſt reſolutely 
render up thy Soul into the [1ands of a 
Faithful] Crcacour, And, 

S. 9. Bly, Comel now, to canſider the 
Mcans & Motivesto advance this. Beſide 
all char has been ſaid,the great nnear now 
to be nſed, conſiſts in Confideration, Adtion, 
and Devotion: To confider well where ye 
arc, and whithcr ye tend ; If eyrry thing 


Relating 


- more uleful, 


forth fruit in old agePſal:g2.14. & as much® 


ite. BM OI—_ ns. AM 


136 The Mop of the Period 
rclating te Ecernicy, be well ordered 
diſpoſed}; If Faith and KRepentance 
had their perfe&t Work; And if 1 

thou be diſpoſing thy felf by -Heave 
Mindedneſs, that with thy Eyes cle 
upon the World, thy faith; as a proſy 
bcholds in the Heavenly Viſions of fe 
and ſerious Contemplation, the Glori 
thy Fathers Houſe. To which thou n 
add fincere Devotion , and by a &c 
Courſe of lively Prayer, labour co at 
unto the Land of Praife. For which 
thing can be added by way of Mot 
than the conſideration 
thy Heavenly Aid, to help and afhiſt el 
induty; with the propoſal of that gr 
Recompenee of FReward, that 1s laid ff 
for thee in Heaven; with allthat Low 
the- appearing of our LORD JEW 
CHRIST. 
$. 10. And alchoin this tage of thy Li 
( to which few*attaiin) chou muſt mal * 
ule of thy ſtock, and live upon it as a Bl 
doth inWinter up>n hony; & tho throug 
the Infirmity of CEId Age the outward + 
gans be much weakened, & the inward ft 
culties not as before, yer inuſt thon brig 


by , 
- 


poſhble Guard egainſt that which is called 
Dotclench 
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zottleneſs; by difi-ntangling thy elf 
tom the cares and affaits of the World, 
id Jabour, by wiſdom and warineſs, to 
epthy ſelf from the weaknel(s of a Cra« 
ly Brain, and a fible mind; that thou do 
ot wuch affet converle, except that 
nth GOD, who is *he Ancient of dayes, 
hat chou lean notto thy. memory; bur 
arnof St. James To be ſwift to hear and 
y to ſpeak;and that through the direQian 
ftGOD, Thou follow the Patriarchs in 
old, and the Primitive Fathers under the 
new diſpenſation, as Polycarp, St. 

ens diſciple, who Vigorouſly XEws: Hift: 
dured his Tryal in the 86 ih. 5. Cap. 
year*of his ApeFt and to ſeckin 15. 
tothe GOD of Wildom, that 

thy Judgement and intelleRuals be clear, 
| which ts a mercy that ſhould be much 
fought after by all : that thus,che ſtrength 
# of thy mind ' may be freſh after the toils 
of thy life, and that thou cfteem the mer- 
y of GOD, that has lengthned thy daves 
4 on carth, againſt long and everlaſting E- 
| ternity; And that tho GOD for Holy 
4 ends may remove ſome,who are hopefull 
In the very Bud, and Alas! Tho many 
haſten their own fate, and ſhoricn their 
L dayes 


| 


—— - EE ——— OO m——  - - OO _ 
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Me, by ni , Paſhon avd folh 
Yer if chou perſevere in the way of right 
ouſnſes, thou ſhall have the advantay 
of great. experi-nces, and have at 
and nearer proſpcit-of che promiſed Jar 
every hour looking for Eterni'y , a 
with old Simeor, waiting tbe. LORD's pal 
and not oniy Dye wich Chriſt 1n tby arg 
but 1a thy hearr. F 


Pt 


1hePrayer. 


T ORD Help thy ſervant, and all ſuch. 
A the art pleaſed to ble) s with a long life, 
attain unto that pitch of puritie and preperati 
as may make us rjpe Fruit to GOD; that 
may come to the Grave in Good old age, a 
Shock of Corn -in full maturity: give ws by' 
Grace under the Burden of old age, that 
may be unburdened of the body of fin and deat 
that after ell the travels of our life, We may 
our Ark ynderthe Pavilion of Tby Kite 
Majefty. Amen. - 


STAGH 
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ST AGE Second _ 
O Þ 
Jh: Quatuor Noriſhma, or fewr La? things; 
and bow Man # to improve ptmſclf in the 
Conſideration of theſe . 
$, 1. 0 is a great Mercy while we 
laſt and endute, that the laſt 

Mrhincs be minded: For che lon oelt Day 
Twill cometo an Even; and thele things 
Jarcſo new tbat they never change, except 
Wihst the laſt Enemv,, Death will be def 
@trvcd, 1 Cor: 15, 25. It {nics well then 
with a Chriitian, to be well ſecled as to 
theſe. Tria ſunt omna, (ai:l ſome of the Pini- 
C Iclophers, bur tour things are neceſſary, 

Wech the Scripture, and ir 1s the Unum 
Neeſſarium, The one thing ne:dfull ro know 
thete praQticallv for what more cercain 
than D. ach? What mate {earching than 

Jadgement? War maze dreadfull than 
Hell? And what m we c :mftortable than 
# Heaver? Take then a View of thcm, for 
| thy Chriſtian pr: fr. 

Of Death, 

$. 2. All the World ſprak of Death, 


but I knw not by whart a pleaſant, yet 
ae unhappy Charm, few ſeriouſly lay ir 


Ay 


2 oo 
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to heart. Betwixt our Birth & our Dl 


rhere is but a thought or an inſtant. 
happy then to awake, and go tothe Howl 
ing, and ſee the end of all tbings.Ece.7, : 


mourning 
All things dye, Empires and Kingdeli 
decay.che tourMonarchies are out off 
The whole Creation groaneth, Rom? 8. 22. T 
Uaniverlie is but an Univerſal hoſpital, 

Grave a common M ther,where the gre 
eſt Potentats lay down their power 
crowns, and all Mankind put of their 
ry; for, Daft we are. and to Daft muſt we ral 
All have (inned,al] muſt dyc. 


P- 3- | hallonly mention this com 
Theme, ( that it may be prattically 
proved } by a ſhort diſcourſe of Deg 
an. a tight preparation for it. Wal 
ff. 4 Firlt, In difcourfing of De 
thou at ro confi.jer,what it is. 21y. 
it 's, 3/,, Howir is, 41y, When it is. 
Irs fting and (trengrh, Gly. The viRory$ 
Vcr it. n 
& b 

0 


({ 
* 


AL. 


11 


f- 5, What it is. Altho there be not 
more obvious than INzath, yet would 
require on” from the dead, to inform}! 
World of it, but Abel yet ſpeaketh, al ! 
CHRIST crycs by his Word and Spl 
that Leach is the Term of thy Tempon 


| 
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te, the diffolution of thy earthly Tas« 
Sroacle, and a ſeparation of the Soul 
"Som the Body; Ir is a long ſIep, ic makes 
Mlirange Change upon Man, ir tutns the 
tth!y Houſe to Rubbiſh, ir ſets thee off 
Frage ot time, to the darker Regions 
the dead, it layeth ſtrength , Beauty, 
Foreune, and all the commodities of lite 
T che duſt, ic deſtroyes Nature, and tho its 
nqueſt be but over Duſt, yer this King 
Wf Terrors Rejgneth till che ReſurreQion. 

$. 6. 1h. Why it is> All have finned all 
wft die. In the day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhall 
rely die. By oneMan.fin entered into the World, 
8 Death by fin. The Ultimus Conatus, and 
alt effort of Death ts, to diff »lve nature; Soul 
and Bodic muſt ſunder \ The Body fleep 
dd be Refincd in the Duſt till the loft 
Irnmp. 

; $. 7. Jy. How it is The way and 
Manreer of Dcath is dark, it comeseither 
dy nature or by accident: It hovers over 
Our heads like an Eagle in the Air ; It 1s 
like a ſhip in the Sea, whoſe footſteps are not 
kaown. It lnrks asa Serpent under the Herb, 
And the more hidden. the more danger- 
ous ; it kills us a3 a Baſalick , when we ſee 


t not; It kills many with pleaſure, as it 
natfh 


HR) TS 
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hach been obſerved Plures pereunt Glide: 
quam Glalio : It beſers us before and behiic 
ſo that it 1s good to baye our Win 
bout us. Keet 

S. 8. 41y, When it is. In the beginningflay 
progreis and end of our Race. When 
yer thou begins to Live thou Dies, anfl « 
thy Breath is within thy Noftirletis 

And Death hath ſmitten the Cedar af Li 

the Graſs, the Gocd and Bad, the Ridwi 

and Poor; in divers manners, and ver is 

expetedly to many! it cemes asa Thi T 

by Night and taketh our earthly houſe ih D 

ſurprize, and al:hongh in gene-al. thi v 

Term of cur Life be det. rmin'd by GORF LL 

Job: 7. i Yct are there ſo many indy c 

dent I tyals and exerciſes, that Man being 

Jefr LO che f rec (:T) of his OVwn will, by ub , 

lu:kic adventures makes his c©wn Dietd 

Dying, iho fo fore againſt his will whe 

it comes:!0 ttie wicked is (aid rodie beſo 

their time, and in the midſt of their days. 
S. 9 Sly. The ſtrength and ſling d 
Death. LVcath hath a g:cat ſtrength, for 
no man can {ce it and live, and tbat 
wiich imbicters it, 1s fin. if thou therefore 
mortifie ſin, rhou plays upon the holed 
the Aip, ard nceds not feat the Sting df 
the Serpent; It is only fin that make 
Death 


"F 


| 
| 
| 
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death dreadfull, for it poiſons 1ts Ott 
Wd makes it bitter ro the U::ſanRified , 
Bur CHRISTs Death ſweetens all its A- 
cbitie> ro the Godly, and makes them 
y with Our Saviour, The Cup that is given 
y of GOD, ſhall we not Drink? 
gs. 10. 6h, T he victory over it. There 
18; no Cure of Dearth, Bur in the Prince of 
Life, if we 1 'ie with Him we ſhall Live 
J with him; Welive in our Head, and it 
is he that can lay, O Death I le be thy Death; 
There is no Herb on Earth that can cure 
# Death, bur there is a T fee of Lift: in Hea- 
# yer, and to ſuch as apply this arigat,' 
F Death is but a paſſage to Life, and be- 
4 cauſe Chrift Lives, (actr ſhall Live alſo, 
Secondly, | 
THE CONSIDER ATION OF DEATH RE- 
DUCED TO PRAZTICE. 
&. 11. It is Excelently well obſerved 
by Dr. Taylor, that the Scripture acquaints 
vs with one only Way to Die well, 
which is to Live well; Which generally 
holds of all them chat have the Ute of 
Reaſon, and of the Mans of Grace; (o 
that loflance of the Convere Theif , doth ra- 
ther extol the wonderful Love and Meric 
of our Dying Lord, than give any excep- 
tion apainſt the general Rule; For, al, 
though ſuch as have lived bad lives . 


| 


, vY 
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iy dye my lort cf Peace, Yer, 4 


is na peace, ſayetb my GOD go the, wicked 
it.1s ly pright and the Perfet Mh 


Phoſe latter end is Peace. But, This new Lik 
not to be meaſured by dayly Excurfic 

of Temptation, but irom an habit 
Courſe of ſincere Obedience : Since rip 

tion for death conſills in a 
ife, and a dayly dying to ſin, and " 
Life being but aVapour (as St. James (a yeth 
It is ſad to letit Evaporefe in fin and fol 
It is go6d then to keep Mergento mori 10 ol 
V ade-mecum of our Mind, that we may | 
ready to render up our Soul, untott 
Hands of a Faithful Creatour. 3 
N. 12. 21. Thou muſt be willing rodit 
Death is indeed. Irkſome ro Nature, hy 
when thou conſiJereſt is as a paſlage &« 
thy Fathers houle, it is pleaſant, . t 
muſt be ſo willing as ro ſubmit ro GON, 
and refign thy Life ro His Will, for 
GODS Will is ſtill Good, and gaideg 
with excellent | udgment, & whether thow 
Nill or Will , thy times arcin His ban 
Conlult not. therefore Fleſh and Blood, 
bur Faith, and chearfully drink of that 
Cup , that all before us have taſted 4 
which is ſweetened by the death of Chriſh, 
and better todie willingly, than to liven 
| oppolition 


pg } 
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Worolition to GOi)S Will , {ay therefore 
nth old Eli, the Will of the LORD be done: 
And if it be well principled, thy willing- 
-Uic(s will come up the ler:gth of a defire to 
naic ... not of a picviſh diſcontent, with Fo- 
ng; Bu with an Apoltollick and Heaven- 
ly Spirit, ro defire to depart and be with 
Chi, which 1s beft of all. Let not thete- 
More che dreadour of death hinder thy dee 
aire, fince GOD is with thee, to give 
ofthee a ſafe paſſage ; Death ſimply cannot 
aſe thee, bur ic is dying in the LORD, 
' What makes thee Bleſſra: It is goo | then 
Wto hayc a weil deed Mind and Soul; 
. .Þfor, there are ſuch attractives in the Re- 
ompence of Reward, the Crown of Righteouſ- 
Wy weſs, and of beeng ever with th: LORD; As 
tf may make thee defire to be wneloatbed, that 
Is mortality may be ſwallowed up in Life, 2 Cor: 
405-4 1'ifhotangle therefore thy ſelf of 
X4 Worldly Letts, that thy Soul may as 
naturally tend to Heaven as the ſparks flee 

# upward, 
| f- 13, 3b:M.ke Death familiar to thee; 
oF for many put off the Evil Day; and leave 
4 the thoughts of Neath toick and Dying 
$F Perſons: but thou ſhould be more prudent 
by & walk every day as it were thyLaſtDay; 
"4 and frequent thoughts of it will make it p 
c 
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be no ſtrange nor ſad ching to dis. | 
quent uſe makes the habic Eafte, and 
well prepared Ghriſtian will iay. my hill 
s fixed. ©. * 
$.14 4ly. If any doubts & fears ariſe,whi 

may be incident to Chritians, when «| 
come (criouſly to l:.ok uponEternity &y 
Cark paſſage of death, leading thereung 
thy death can make thee d--ubt of nothi 
but what ſtate it will puc thee, into;burGi 
no place tv doubr, ſince ic is certain; 
chou Relic on Chriſt , thou art lecuy 
Thou muſt not conſult the dilorders 
thy life, but the well. ordered covenat 
Are thy ſins many» GOD hath a m 

rude of mercies:: ate they great ? her 
pardon them , becauſe they are grad 
haſt thon Backflidings? He can he 
thy Backſliding: Haſt thou d'/ficalties 
Light can clear thee; arr thou tempred} 
He can Succour thee: Art thay dijeted 
He can comfort thee. So whatever by tt 
cale, if thou come to Him upon the terns 
of the Golpei, thou mayelt be Satisfiedi 
bis love. If dearh he the King of+retror: 
CHRIST is the Kt:og of comforts; Tha 
needs not far, mm fitifaucibus fn the ja 
nt Death, If :h-+1 be {+ Gremio Det 1n tht 
Bolome of GOD: lee the dart of Death 


ſtrike, 
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ick.che ſhicld of Fa'th will reſiſt its force. 
|t Mortals before you have fuffcred 
xath, eye, Children and the Weaker 
Ex, and It 15a fi]lie thing to dread that 
Which is conquered. & can do nothivg to a 
hriſtian bur looſe him from Bondage. 
WT here is nothing dreadfn]l in Death but 
Seo fall inro the hands of an Angry GOD, 
nd if your puſi]lanimousMind wakes thee 
Wfi-c Death.it follows thee, Get thy Hearc 
Yand conſcience in a right frame then, and 
Wihen thou has nothing to do but to ly 
« d.wn and {]-ep: "et thy fauh and hope 
on work, and By 2 heavenly Spirit, la- 
hour with Samſon, to deſtroy GODS Ene- 
mics: Cole thy powers, t5 render up 
gf thy Soul with comfort; and that ſame 
GOD who has made Martyres Rejoice 
# intheir cortoures, may make thce ſing as a 
| Swan in death, and Triumph with $. 
Pawl; O Death where is thy Sting ? I Cor. 
15. 35: 
 $ 15 Gl. To pray for a happy death. 
W Laboyr ro die well, and itic be: the 
3 LORD's will, deprecare any thing extra- 
uw} ordinary in thy Death, except an extra- 
mp ordinary Repenrance, and a heavenly 
x} frame of Spirit: Thou ſhou!deſt ſubmir 
0} to the time and manner of thy Neath, hut 
gl ith all bega comfortable demifſion ro 


depart 
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depart in peace; and fince there are 
mquſand accidents incident to thy 1; 
and many haye been taken «cf the Stz 
by ſurprize, and in the a ot fin; thy 
are to pray for a happie Death , and 
cothpoſed mind in dyingzand think itt 
unſuitable to Deprecate a ſudden Deatb;'tal 
SanQtuary in GQD, that in the uncertg 
ties of this World, thou mayeſt be ſecut 
Labour to Kill this Paſilisk, with the Ey 
of Faith. Dayly dieto fin ; and cleay t 
Ebrift:pay the debt of nature withpleaſur 
Lay down thy Body toa Grave, perfun 
ed with CHRIST's Burial, and commi 
thy foul to a faithful Creatour , and 


Bictled Redeemer. 


Prayer in order to Death. 


þ LORD G .D of Life and Death, Tha 
only haft the empire over Death, 0 Prize 
of Life who 1 as once dead, and art now alits, 
Give me 10 live for Thee, and in Thee; and! 
ſhall not die, but ſleep, Thy Love 
keep my Soul warm in tbe dark, Valley of Deati, 
fave me from the bondage of the fear of Death, 
and the ſting of it, and then | may harmleſly | 
2 Child play on the bole of the Af: Fill me wit 
Tight end Spiritual Life, and deliver me f10 

Jo 
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Gy thing that may make Death irk ſom, thet [| 
uy lay wp tore in my beſt circumſtances againſt the 


raffiferwer of it.Save me from procuring my "o.o 


il Government of my Life, ſave me from 


d iſdeme anonr that may proexre @ violent Death. 


l 


Deliver me from ſudden Death,if it be Thy Holy 
Will,ond let me not be ſurprized by my laſt Ene- 


ll my: Into Thy Hands I commend my ſpirit, perfel# 


11ll T by Grace in me, that I may attein to the end 


=wll the Upright, and perfeft Man, to die in Peace, 


Amen. 
The Second laſt Thing 
JUDGEMEMT. 


Q. I. A Frer Death the Judgemen. The 
beiiet of a Judgement is an Ar- 

ucle of our Creed, and a great prineiplc 
of our Religion, Death and Judgement 
are bath decreed, Heathens bave believec 
It. and Nill they Will they, Conſcience al- 
lerts it, and the worſt of Men in Croſſes 
and about their dying, have had appre- 
henſions of Judgement, and {uch as have 
(fed convittions, have now within them 
fatal and feartul Convulſions; for as GOD 
1s, fo 1s He juſt,and will bring all things tc 
Judgement 
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Judgement, -and tho Sentence be nary 
ſently execute here, Yer there remaing; 
udgement: C oncerning which let: "il 
ſt enquired, as.to the Truth of ir, 
'The time of its Commencement, Jy. Th 
Judge. 4y. the Proceſs. And ly, (1 
SCntence. © + 
6: 2. Firſt, That there isa Judgeme 
to come, ische Faith of :he Church, t 
hope of the Juſt, the comfort of rhe aflif 
ed, and the great Crile and Reſult « 
of mortal Life ; Which will determined 
the Intriges of Provi:!ence, and deſtribw 
Rewards and Puniſhmcnts accorcing t 
their Works: Theic isa princip'c and; 
cultie in every Man, which makes hit 
accountable to GOD. T his, asit 15an A 
ticle of our Creed, ſo the Scripture full 
determines it, Ecc. 12 14. Matt: 25. Ad 
I7. JO. 2 Cor: 5. 10, GOD will be public 
ly maniteſted in His H..livelſs and Juſtic 
the Equity and Reaſun:bleneſs of H 
Laws, and (evericy againſt fin; Wh 
will not acquite thy guilty; And the mi 
numents of Grace will {ce their Demer!1 
had not the Meric of Chriſt preyente 
the pur: ſhment: Fixe then this Truth 1 
thine hrart, and conſtantly appreher 

Wil 


I 


'Seri>d 3 Little World. 1 
al6.ch an Ancient Father, thac thou heareſt 
Ins: \ 41dings of the laſt I ramp, with 
- the Voice of GOD; Ariſe Dead and come te 
fdpement: 
'$. 3. 2ly, That this Jadgement 1n a 


Jar: com menceth immediatly aftcrDeath, 
Wh af{:cted by the Ap tle, Heb: g. 27- 
be Saints of old have Inherited the Pro- 
Wajſes, The Convert Thief immediatcly af- 
1a cer, was judged, and entered Paradile, 
M 20d the rich Glutron got his Doom, and 

$ aficr his death, was ſet to the place of Tor. 
bug mcnt. Bur rhe open, viſible and general 
f Aſize of the whole World, isdelayed to 

# the cine of the Reſtitution of all things; 
wil When.and where, Soul and Body,Good & 
;F bad, Young and Old, without Law and 
under Law,will be judged According 10 their 
Works, and tho inthe Apoſtles i1mes, ſome 
were Phanatick, & (aid that theReſurreAion 

was paſt,ſome Athet tical ſcoffers( as St. Peter 
layeth) Impio: fly Raging and 1corning, 
where is the promiſs ot bis coming, not 
knowing,thatCGod woke th hitherto, @hathgreat 
paticnce; 1n whole Eternal Viewa Thou- 
land years are but as one day: yet when 

his works is done, all the World will be 
Judged, which day and Hour GOD hath 
keept 
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keept ſecret in his Erernal Council, 
pood and holy ends : And therelll;. 
ſomthings yer unaccompliſhed before 
end,to wit,the full converſion of the J 
Rom. 11. 26 and the diſcoverie of 
declenfion of the Chriſtian Churchy 
expoſing of that man of ſin, and ſol 
Perdition ; The pure Goſpel becom 
divive, and the Chriſtian Church be m 
liberated from the great Corruption, 
manners and worſhip, according to 
Primitive Patern. When theſe ſhal} com 
paſs, and not till then, ſhall the end 
In the mean rime let us p« flefſs our fe 
with the Belicf of This cruth, tbar all 
nerations ſhail be judged befote the F 
bunal of the Soveraign Judge. 

G. 4- Jy. The Judge; GOD hath coo 
mitted all Judgement to the Son, All 
hath appointed a day in which he will Tudge { 
world in Ri2bteauſns(s by bum. At. 17: 
We muſt all sypear before the judgement ſeat 
CHRIST, 2 cr. 5. 10. When the Soul! 


| 


1 
| 


Man ſhal appear in bis Gl-ry: Mart. 25, 4 
And in this he Exetciſerh his medi 
torial Kirgdom, which will continue tl 
the laſt knemie be diſtroyed , which } 
Death. He declined to be a Judge « 
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MWrih, but came to be Judged, and it is 
ERighly reaſonable that he who was um 
| fly judged, ſhould judge the World in 
Mightcoulneſs; Then ſhall they who have 
Hearced him, by their fins, mourn and 
Soy! ; But His afflicted people ſhall liftup 
ir head, and ſay, This # the Day that 
She LORD bath made, Bleſſed is He who com- 
Wh to ſave xr: For, our LORD and King- 
»Fo whom the Godly have ſubmited in 
Wheir time,whole Scepter &Croſs hey wil- 
Wingly have born,is now come to deliver 
hem ; He that bore our fins on His own 
ody, on the TI rec. He that is a Compal- 
Wonate High Pricſt, He that is the King of 
Weace, 15 now come to Judge them, ac- 
Yraing to the Goſpel of Peace, and His 
fie Yoak; which they did take upon 
them, and walkt under: Whar then ſhall 
Such expeR,bur Love and Peace ard Pity. 
trom tneir LORD, Kiag and Brother ? 
Who is much Meeker than Moſes, more 
Loving than David, and more Merciful 
than Man can be : Whereas, it ſhall be a 
AF grear (lreadour to the wicked, to behold 
oy his Meek LAMB, roar like a Lycn a- 
painſt them. 


d. J+ 4 ly, The Procels L Ve Cannortcon 


q ive how ſoon, and yet how cxactly this> 
M {hl 
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ſhall be done Since every ones Confcieng 
is inche place of a Thouſand Wirnefſe| 
and the Judge needeth no Information ng 
farther probation: Every one then weil 
be Judged according to that Law whid 
was Given them to walk by; And ( 
as are under rhe Goſpel ſhall beJudged 
the Low of libertic, Jo I. 23. And 
Iſſue will be, whether they have obey 
or diſobcyzd the Goſpel> and walkel 
{uicably ihercunto , and anſwered the 
purcunitics they have enjoyed above 
chers, to make chem Chriſtians indeed 
And fic for che Kingdom of GOD. | 
F. 6. 5lv- The Semence, will be accotd 
ro thy works, tho thou be juſtified b 
Faith , and ſaved by Grace, yer th 
LORD will reward according to th 


works: For, to the trac Chriſtian, there is1| 


wondcriul mitigation of the Rigor of the 
Law,by che cafje cerms of rhe Goſpel, and 
ſuch ſhal receiveSentence according to that 
Infinite Love revealed therein ; then ſha 


probably with the Honourable marks 6 
che Croſs , that all who have gloried in Hi 
Croſs may rejoice, & {uch as haveſtumbled 


deci 


a 
rt, harg thcir heads; The = 


the great Sheepherd appear inGlorie, ye 


| 
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decide in favours of Believers. and all who 
| havc Cloſed with the conciitions of the 
Gofpel, and Obeed the Faith. 1.5. Which 
is the great ſpecifick of Chriſtanity : Such 
may appear before him with his marks 
upon them, ot Faith, Mortification, and 
Se\f.denyal. &e. And that in their time 
they have born Teſtimony againſifa f1n- 


ful Generation , chey ſhall receive that 


fayouirable ſentence, Come yeBlefſed, &e. 
\ 


The Prayer. 


TRE 
Severaige Judge,prepere me forDeath and 
1 O ern fb Da my comfort that 
j hon art Fudge, Gompetent and Compaſſionate, 
| Thou wilt net acquite the Guilty, yet Thou de» 
| lights in mercy, and thereis forgiveneſs with 
| Thee that Thou may be feared, LORD give me 
my diſebarge in time. for, Whocan condemn? 
CHRIST has dyed. I make my bamble 
application to the Mercies of Thy Infinite Bowels, 
the Merit of Thy Death.the worth of thy Blood, 
and the Power of | by Interceſfion: 1 bave many 
| Meeuſers, & am convilt, But LORD ſay tome 
that thou will not condemn me. T hou knows all 
the Intrigs of my Soul, What I cannot clear , 
LORD do Thou cancell. 1 make Mercy my claim 
M 2 T'y 
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Thy (Merit my Truft, and Tby kent 


C P 
le! 


my Juſtificetion, Give me the White (tone 19 
freſh my Soul, till Thou grant me the Crown 
Righteouſſs at Thy Appearing, Amen. | s 
The Third Laſt Thing 
| HELL. 
' ka treat of Hell isa ſad Subj 
+ Tophet ſhould have a Beac 
ſcr over it thatPaſſangers my 
be aware. Lec us then conſider, 1, Th 
Certainty of a furure pumſhmear of th 
Wicked, in another World, and the equ 
ry thereof, 21y. The Nature of it, particy 
jtarly as cxpreſled by fire. Jly: Howt 
EVILC IT, 
$. 2. Firſt, Even the Heathen Warkd, 
as thicy had their Elizixm, ſo had thy 
fome caoughts of their I artere and dark 
Cells for cheic wicked: and tie moſt wick: 
ed have been poflelt with a dread of furur 


rewaros and puniſhments. Snares, fire and| 
Brimitone, thall be che portion of the 
Wickeds Cup. And this 1s fo clearly re: 
vealed in the Ward, and even to natural 
Contcience, that no Man cxcaprt he bea 


Dull Brute can deny it 3 GOD hath = 
et 


_ 
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» (et up T ophet to boggel us, and fill us with 
'® Pannick fears, but that ye may fear Him, 
4 Who can caſt your Soul and Body into 
* | Hell, and in fo far as fin is in thee, it kind= 

les this fite which ſhall burn to the Joweſt 
| hell, and a finfull Nzture is deviliſh and 
makes heilt regard this Truth then to pu- 
rifie thy affeQions, and make thre flee 
from ihe wiath tro come,for yerily. it ſhall 
be ill with the Wicked. 

S. 3. Aly. Astorhe nature of it; If the 
wrach of GOD and his firre Indignation 
ag1inſt fin, Be more Terrible than a Ri- 
yer of Brimſtone; then ir is needleſs to be 
Curious 1nto the nature of Hell, and it is 
one of the moſt ſad and unfortunate (ci- 
ences, that mottrals can Experiment : for 
tho ſomerimes Ir ftpnifies A Miftion as Fonah 
2. 2. And the Pſalmif Calls his trouble 
a horrible Pir. And alſo , tho Hell do 
(ometimes expreſs the Grave; ycr Our 
Saviour ſtill mentions ir asthe puniſhment 
of the Wi-ked : lt was never queltioned 
in the Apoſtolick times, whether it's fire 
was material or not: Our LORD is polli- 
tive. Matt. 25. 41. Depart je Wicked into 
(verlaſting fire. And St. Paul. Rom, 2. t: 
Calls it fiery indignation. And the Apoſtle 


Tude 
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ſttor us to beleive according to,ctheScrip, 
rute, and ſuch an apprehenſion of it may 
be very uletul ro the Godly, to fiir upin 
them a holy Fear. Some of the School. 
men hayec laboored to prove a material 
fare for the ſpirit of the Wicked: By the 
Sympathy of Body, and Spirit and that 
Contact that is (1i]] berwixt them. Some 
have called it Light, Becauſc of the clear 


maniteſtation , the wicked have of 
the wrath of GOD there: Some hays 
called 1: hidden, becauſe it is much hidden 


from morrals, atleaſt the moſt part will | 


not copſider of ir. Bur it is ſafeſt to k 
by the Scriptures, and well to apprebc 
the ſentiments of men ; their ſpirit feeling 
1n time the Troubles of the Body, ſo may 
It in Erernity. 
$. 4. It is therefore , Thirdly, beſtto 
leave Curioſity, and Jabour how toclicape 
the wrath of GOD, by abandoning fin, 
and poſſe fhng our Hearts with a Religiow 
feat ro « fiend him, knowing that it is 2 
fearful thing ro fall in the hands of the 
living GOD; For, ozr GOD is s conſuming 
fire. | 


T he 
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ude , the Vengeance of Eternal Fire , It yz | 


| 


| 
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The Prayer. 

Lord, who bas the Keyes of Hell, free me 
from tbe bands of fin, cxpell «ll the ferw- 
ed of Hell from my heart and nature: And 
"| grant me (ueb knowledge, from thy word, of the 
evil of fin, and it's merit, that I never experi- 
mentally feel Hcl: LORD, where thou art not 
there is Hell ; I by Face makes Heaven, and 
Thy Furie makes Hell, Expell, O LORD the 
Wild-fire of fin, and «ll the longings afier the 
forbidden Fruit, Save me, that I walk not in 
darkneſs of fin, tbat I may eſcape theſe dark 
| Regions, where thou art not; Grant me ſuch a 
Godly ſorrow for fin, that all my Hell may be 
s Penitent Remor|e on Eamth, that | may be det: 
livered from that Gnawing Worm, that never 
dies, Grant me that Holie revenge «of fin by Re- 
pentance that I may eſceye the vengeance of GODin 
the place of torment, where there is Weeping and 
Gnoſhing of teeth. Give me tobeleive Holl, 
thet I live uot a dying life in it. Ama. 


The fourth laſt thing, 


| T HEAVEN, 


HOU canſt not vigorouſly 
ſtrive to enter in , Except 


chou haſt ſome forecalte 
and 
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and foreſight of itz Grace is the beginning 
of Heaven in thee, the Holy Man is gr 
Hcavenly Man. To dilcourſe of Hea 
aright, requiresgreat Light and fnſight 
the I hings of GOD, and to help thi 
Chriſt came from H-avcn to Reveal 
His word is the path-way to it, and 
Holy Spirit the Blefſed Guide of 
Church: And tho thou attain not to Ry 
tures with Sr. Fobn, Nev: Ut. EE t : 
Faith gives us a view of ir, ſo asthat 
may have our Converſation there, Ph1l: }. 2 
And therefore lec us conſider. 1ſt The Va 
tie of this World. 2ly. That Heaven upon Eai 
#0 which the Saints ſhould aſpire. ly, The f 
SatisfaGion and Foy, which is to be the Porth 
of the Saints in Glorie. | 
f- 2. Firft, The World 1s an emf 
thing, bur a Phantaſm and ſhadow , 
cannot fatisfie, it hath not {ubſtance, ma 
are caper inthe purſuit of it, as a Fiſh 
rera rotten Worm, and when it iscarcht, 
it proves unlayoury; Let us therefore ſe 
our AﬀeQions on things Above. 
S. J. 2/ie Ser up Heaven in our heart 
by ſetting up Chriſt therein: For,where 
His Image is ſtamped , it makes usall in 
Gloty; keep a cloſs Communion withGod 
and you ate in a Heaycn upon Earth, " 

. Jolts 
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thus are ye carried on from Grace to Glo< 
ry. and from Glory to Glory by the Spiris of 
60D: 
s $5: But Jy, The full Enjoyment of 
WS Heaver:.1s {o ſublimc & incommunicable 
& that Eje hath not ſeen nor Ear beard what good 
things He hath laid up for them that lcve Him. 
And tho this too Radient Obje, in a man- 
W ncr hurts our weak*piritualSences,yer muſt 
wW wc look upon it, thoanot direfly, yer by 
 Refleftion, and Vew ir in the Glories of 
W of the Word, For (:lotious Things are 
$ ip-ken « f the City ct GOD. The Cyown 
ag of Glory i- the Gift of GOD, the pur? 
chaſe of CHRIST', and the Tranſcendant 
Pertetion of the Saints, there is cnough 
revealed to attraft cur Hearts, to refine 
our Natures, and to ripen «ci Graces for 
Glory. and to repoſe us in cur proper Cen- 
ter Which 15s GOD Himſcit, and this be- 
ng ſuch a precious Pearl, let vs be Vigoe 
rous in purſuft after it, and lobouur by Faith 
and Patience ati] a conſtant courſe of Vir- 
tue, ro fird the accompliſhment cf the 
Promiies. The Apoſtle had His Pleropho- 
ty. Rom: B, cnd. And ſych as follow 
him as he tollcwed CHRI5T, may attain 
to a well grounded Hope, for it is a preg- 
nant and approyed Propoſition, that ſuch 


H 


162 The Map of the Period. 
as believe in CHRIS1 (ball not periſh; but bi 
everlaſting Life, ( to wit, with a Lively, &, 
perative and Obediential Faith, ſtall 
undoubtedly ſaved : But the Second [| 
poſition is of our ſelves, to wit, Ibeli 
which is not ſo cerrain as the firſt; that 
De fide, I his being only, de nobir, 

Concluſion halts therefore, except we g 
All diligence to make jure our Calling and 
ton, (o that we can ſay, 1 do unfienge 
clole with CHRIST, and the Terms} 
His Coyecnant, and I refolyc whaief 
'Tempration occure, to ſtand to my [ 
in His ſtrengh, I count all things loſs 
Him, Who is my LORD, My Love; 
my Choice, I believe, LOR) help 
Unbelicf, I renunce all afteQion to 
and the {_ife which I now live is by 
in the Son of GOD, I choice the way 
Rightcouſneſs which produceth peace a 
Aflurance for eyer. This builds our hou 
upon the Rock, when we can ſay with 

Paul, Iknow in Whom 1 bave truflied that be 
«bl: to keep that 1 bave committed to His truſt. ! 
diligent and conſtant endurance is faire 
for the full affurance. GOD is lug 
CHRIST is fixed, the Covenant is ſtedc 
and duty the plain way to ſerenity al 


peacey, labour then ro cnſure unts you 
ſelyc 
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Tes chis inneflable Joy . which is calcu- 
4 d tu the higheſt aſpiration of our uns 
xÞcial Souls. 


The Prayer, 


al 

X | Exehed King, who dwelleth in the Empe- 
. rial He aven.1l long to be bappie witb thee: 
he my Sou/ b:mble, fincere and contrite, to 
4 ſpiritus! Throne to the High and exalted 
e, Purifie and clerifie my Heert and Nature 
wht | may be fitted tofeed on theſe pleaſures at 
y Right Hend for evcr,ſet up Heaven in me, 
I may beripe for Heaven,give me to feel tbe 
r of the otber World, and to be anoverjoyed 
wizen of Zion, and be the LORDs free Man 

ever, Ameco. 


ST AG E Thitcd. 


lis 


T reateth of ſuch things « 1tbe ſerious Con® 
fideration of Eternity ſhould ſuggeſt. 


4 Ff: 1. The beſt way toconceive Eternity 
$1 to read the WORD that endureth for ever; 
and to improye our ſhort time , and well 
digeſt in our mind; What will be for cv- 
f orc; it is impoſſible in this mortal ſtate 
to 


, 


16 The Map of the Periec ſ | 
to have full conceptions of Eternity, for 
we Roll in a courſe of time ; 
thoughts are meaſured by dayes 
years. We ſhould not therefore too 

by ſpeculation , pore upon this Vait if 
panfion, lealt inſtead of clear corcepri 
we turn confuſed. Reſt therefore 

mind inthele modeſt conſiderations. 1. 
Eternity is the Otb of the Exerna! GC 
&}as by ſearching, we cannot” find ont 
Almighty ( for no man can ſecGOD 
live ) ſowe cannot conceive of Ererr | 
Ir is only Faith that gers ſarisfation 
this matter, while Curioſny iyes inf | 
cark. Eternity is much hidden from Mg 
rals, therefore we ſhould not enquire 
it, fince it 15hidden: Look well thenl 
thy duty in order to Eternity, and lat 
the uptaking, til! thou be more capacit 
by the Beatifick viſion , delay till thaſ 
come to Eternity, and then thou ſhall] 
iatisfied; be very buſie here, becanſe tht 
wer ks for. Eternity. 

. 2. 2h. After this life we ſhal be like ti 
Anpels, of nimble conception, but nl 
ſuch knowledge is too high for us, its 
[»pra nos,in the inſtant of our life, and thet 
fore as to ſpeculation, Non ad nos, in th 

interif 
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. jcrim of time; We can ſcarcely con- 
wrive of time, much leſs of Eternity : our 
Kich prompcs us to Prepare for Eternal life 
Mac not to ſtang, and pore 1n the Sun, 
, Faſt we dazcl our Eyes and fall in the 
Mich: Ic is our Wiſdom chen to number 
r daycs in t1me, becaule we cannot 
Sumber che Apes of Eternity: theſe two 
2rds Never and Ever have great emphaſis; 
MO 12d! To be never happy and. ever 
" Mnilcrable / O Blefled thing, to be ever 
"Mbappy aud never milerable; Sowthen, the 
{pod ſced tor Eternity, and fix thy houſe 
þ m time as to bring th2e through all che 
forms of life; to have a houſe with GOD 
Phcrnal in the Heavens. Jay up treaſure 
{Ot your (elf in heaven, which may man. 
al tain you World without cnd,work with in- 
gl calc projets for Eternity 5 every ſced we 
ſow in our finite life tenJs ro infinity and ler 

2 inner be ſtill ſtated in his formercircum. 

x] ances, he would fin in iafiniewm, and never 
caſe ro be evil: And this 15 the reaſon 
tat ſome of the School men give tor 
the Ecernal puniſhment of tin ; For a 
x lnner, as a ſinner, would live in a per- 
-x|7-tual emniry againſt GOD, bur the ſced 


1 0mn by the Godly, has a great yeriue, 
to 


\[[ 


| 
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to ſpring in time, and Jaſt to Etern 
where Grace is crowned with Gly 
We ſhould therefore, like Neb, build, 
Ark to carry us through the ſtorms of ad , 


and make us ar; ive on a mountain, q 
more fixed than Arerat; there to dwell: 
Eternal Splendors ; for Mount 810n:4 
not be removed. Exerciſe then yourGra 
aright, that your Faith may end, ink |! 
ing your hope in Fruition,and your lab 


in Reſt. 
The Prayer. 

ORD GOD of Fiernal Perfeftion, whi 
Glory,before the World was ſhined ends 
dures to Eternity , fix my wavering mill 
to center and rep.ſe in thee, and let never th 
Tranfitorie Pleaſures of this Life, hinder mefra 
8 vigorous purſuit of thele pleaſures, ah 
Right Hand, which are for evermore : Oi 
me to be « perſon of a large Heart,and bigh defyp 
ebove the World ; that I may work for Eteratn, 
and through Thy Grace be ſo happie as to ap 


Thee ,} O ternal GOD . World without Fu 
Amen, 


| 
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STAGE Laſt, 

The Contents. 

Lament ation for the ſad decay of Religion, 

and Apolcgie for the Devotion uſed in this 

Treatiſe, with a Vale totbe World, Andall 
ſweetened with ſuitable Devotion. 


Should thus concluded ; were not, 


my Lamentation, tor the great negle&t 
and decay of praQtical Religion ; a 


peak ſomething concerning the Devotion 
uled in this T reatiſe, 


(. 2. And Firft , Of that Pathetick 
brene and regrate tor the great Declenſi- 
on of Chriſtian piety and prafticc, which 
has been well handled by an unknown Au- 
thor and orhers ſome years ago 2 But alas 
time hath ſtill produced greac Caulcs of 
Regrate $ For, ſuchisthe Impietic, Irrcli- 
pion, andimmorality of the moſt part of 
men under the Chriſtian Name; that the 


| firſt Propogators of this excellent Religion, 


lo perfective of humane Nature, would 
now misken the Chriſtian Chutch, and ſec 
nothing but a Raders and Confuſion, Tr] 


| Read of the well compatt beauty of Zion - 


For eycn they that pretend to be the true 


Church 


Period 
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Church, and would inhance the whall;, 
Prerogatives thereof, to their own Romif 
Sea : What errors of DofAtrine> Why 


corruption of Worſhip? What lamenc 
ot Morals is among them, I leave it to ary 
ſuch ſerious men as travels intotheſe placg 
hat darkneſs and ignorance? Why 
prophanity 2 What leaudneſs and abomi. 
hation is there,is but too Viſible to all the 
World; Moreover, that Church that car. 
ries that Glorious Name of Proteſtant, 
and Reformed, is much deformed and 
degenerate in manners, from the pratll 
of the pureſt primitive times 3 And 
GODS Laws are violated by a pv 
phane age, Chriſts Goſpel , Offizes, m 
fiitutious and Miniſters are all vilk 
fied, contemned, diſſowened, and almoſt 
utterly rejeRed by our licentious Ape, ail 
wicked Ceneration. O. What boldnelsd 
Men! aftrontedly in the face of the Sun, to 
Iacroaich & invade all things Sacred:what 
ſwcaring.torſwearing, what profanity, what 
per jaurv; does the prezt part of the Chril 
tian World manifeſt, that not like Moſes 
na fiitot Za! . breaks bouh Tabtles;but n 
a courie of 11npicus madnels , they fay, 
Come let us break the bonds out the Lord 


and His Anointed aflunder, They "_ 
{al 
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t] gorks, and lo live as if they had a new 


' [nicked than their Fathers. 
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aid in their hearts chat there is no GOD : 
-d.asto the Univerſal decay of Religion 
ir may be now (aid comparatively, There 
s none that doth good, no not one, And they 
it the worſt of crimes habicually, and 
ith freedome; they deny GOD by their 


Creed, :and eſpouſed the Anatheme of ano- 
ther Goſpel, to. believe and fo live as if 


* | 60D bad forſaken the Earth, Ezck: 9. g. and 


wat be, Whoſe Eyes ſee, and bis Eye-lids try 
the Children of Men, did indulge and allow 
them to lick up the Vomit , that the Hea- 
thn hath caſt our, and co be much more 
Follow the 
moſt of men, cyen to that peece of For- 
mality, which is all their Religion, in 
coming to the Church, ye may hear ſvme 
othem, curſing, ſwearing, laughing, rag- 
9p, as men intoxicat with Mammon and 
*eeluality ; Behold them 1n the Church, 
You ſhall ſee them as dull as the ſeats they 
it upon ; And follow them from the 
Lhurch, ye ſhall find ſome of them haunt- 
ng the Tavern, and others wandering 
nd errivg, as if they had not a GOD to 
ar, nor a Soul ro ſave; And amongſt 
many, as little Religion in their Family, 
among their Ons: Iſa; 1.3. Is not ok 

then 
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then a Lamentarton, and for a Lamenigyl g 
on> Isnot the LORDS Wrath tobe fer] [ 
cd, that be will be evenged on ſuch « Nation (\ | 
bis, The World now in the laſt time) » 
ſecure as the old world, before the I» : 
luge, and that which aggravatcs all, tr | 
or none lay itto heart. "Fi 

$. 3.{c will gothe amiſs then, model,| 
ly to enquireinto the Ceaſe, The Canſe, and| 
the Gare or Remedy, of this lad declenfion | 
the Church. 

S. 4 Firſt, The Caſe, is both ſad and 
Hngular, againſt ſuch Grace, ſnch Ligh, 
and tack wonderous Demonſtration of the 
Love of GOD, to Man; to fin againf 
Love, Light and Mercy, and all che Ev 
dearments of Heaven ; to {in arainft the 
Coming of the LORD JESUS His Ward, 
His $pirit, His Blood and Powerful Inter: 
ccſhon : T he {19 of the old World had it 
own aggravarion, that it was Epidemick, 
that all fleſh bad corrupted its way,and again 
the Pathetick Preaching of Noob, betorc | 
the Deluge: The fin of the Jews was alſo 
very great. againſt the Indulgence, and 
the peculiar Inſtances of Mercy to that | 
people, that GOD ina manner in the or- 
dinar y ſtrains of reclaiming people, Could 


— 


mt done more Ia: 5. 5- and it was their great 
:ngratitude 


| &c: Ia. 1. 2. For my 


0 | that hath rejeAed Chriſt, and the Glori- 
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gratitude that makes rhe LORD by His 
Prophet complain, That he had nowriſhed and 
brought up people that had rebelled againſt Him, 


yd which 1s ſuch an amazing tranſgreſ[1on, 


that it may be very well. with the Pro- 
pher expoſtulated, Be aſtoniſhed O ye Heavens, 
people hath committe d 
two evils, they have forſaken Me the Fountain 
if Living Waters, and digged to themſelves broken 
Cifterng, that can hold no water: And altho 
GOD did puniſh them with the 4ffyrian 
and Bobyloniſh Rod, after which, upon 
their Repentance, H: reſtored them ; yer, 
when the cup of their fin, came to the 
brim, as that cf the Ammonites before 
them, He did with great Indignation, 
deſtroy that City, and People, and aban- 
doned them to perpetual Exile : Yet,after 
all this, there was ſome hope of Our- 
gace, a new diſpenſation to follow, And 
the Son of GOD came in the fleſh to ſave 
both Jews and Gentiles : But good LORD! 
Where ſhall the corrupt Chriſtian appear? 


ous Reams of His Light : For, if they cſ- 
caped not who deſpiſed Moſes Law, Of how 
much ſorer puniſhment ſhall they be accounted 
werthy, who bave trampled wnder foot, the blood 


of the Covenant? What can they now torlce, 
N 2 LUT 
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but look for a firy Indignation! and hay t 
nothing to ſtand in the gap, againſt ty 
wrath of an angty God:And if thisGoſgd f 
be not a powerful enough engine to @ 
and heal them, they cannot expe@ ay | 
thec, nor other Terms, nor another Hal | 
venly Meſſenger, to come down to (ayf 
them: What remains then» bur Deſpen| 
tion and diſmal dreadour, of that wrath] 
which ſhall burn in great fervor , uph 
that Miſerable Vi&im ; that expoſed miſcrea 
that hath no Sacrifice nor Propitiatory, y 
preſent, but himlelf, to be a miſerable Vp 
tim to cternal fire; and that which mak 
this Caſe yet the more {ad, is the conh 
deration of that inayoidable Judgemen; 
that canaot bur fall upon ſuch that hax 
ſlighted the opportunities of Grace, and 
ſinned againſt the whole Series of GOD 
Love, and infinite Mercies. 

$&. 5- 2lv, As to the cauſe of this (ad 
Caſe, it lyes in the corrupt Nature « 
Man, which tho it may be cloſed up fora 
time, when the Church is in Vigour, ye 
as aſluſe of Water that is reſtrained for: 
while to run ; it comes out with the greate! 
tOrce when it gets any liberty, and mak 
the man like a Brute, wichout Fetters; t9 


run at random, and fo they caſt off the 
ryes 
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x tyecs of Religion, and turn cicher brutal 
y or deviitſh, and take pleaſure to greati- 
{ fie cher Luſts in the kxprefſhons of che 
[craſcibl= or Concupilcible apperite; and 
x io Regard this Excellent Religion of 
Chriſtianity, Puts a ſtop to theic Carrier; 
Ifthey were not deat and unreaſonable, 
they Reje& it while they grow worſe and 
worſe, and fin without fear, and keep 
thets Delilahs in their boſom, notwith- 
landivg of the dreadful I hreatnings of 
the wrath of GOD: So that having their 
Eyes darkned, and being alienated from! the 
life of GOD, they run to all exceſs of Ittor, 
and work wickedne|s with greeaine(s, 10 which 
continuing, in the frequency of vſc, they 
habitually fin againſt GOD, and cannot: 
more change their cuſtoms , than the 
kibropiancan chenge bis bew,end beeing thus 
ſeparatea from GOJ), they arc turnci 
oto brutal ſavagneſs, with Nebuchadnezar, 
and ſo provoke GOD to give them up to 
2 Judicial ftroak, and leave them tc 
the GOD of this World, to blind their Eces,, 
laſt the Light of the Glorious Goſpe! ſhould 

| Wee upon them, 2 Cor. 4. 4. TI hatas 
& | their opportunities of Lipht at:d Gracc, 
0 | were the more ample , buing vader 120 
vitpenſation ofthe Blefled Goſpei , rhe 
' | PANE ImENE 
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 - and dreadtul Declenſion tron 
the way of GOD, is the more dreadfy 
and criminal; That as St. Peter ſayeth| 
it bad been better 'for themnot to bave know| * 
the way of Righteouſneſs , than after they bu 
known it, to turn fromthe Holy Commandmen, | 
And being thus Siticken of GOD, they 
are glad of licentious times, and an arm| | 
leſsChurch,that every one may do accort| | 
ing to the Imagination of his wicked hen | ' 
$.6.3ly. We may caſily then perceive wha | ( 
will be the proper cure of this. And that | ' 
that the Goſpel of CHRISTand the Occo-| | 
nomy of His Houle be received and puns | 
tually obſcrved, for in effe& the Golgd 
of it ſelf is ſuch a powerful Engine, eve 
the Power of; GOD unto Salvation Rom: 7.16. 
that if it were not oppoled by the pay 
power of Mer;,(and GOD may {uffer thi 
for good and holy ends ) it would certaiv 
ly make a ſcnſible change in the Chrife 
an World. This Goſpel not only prefin| 
and propounding a pure Faith and l{ 
good manners, and impartially diſtribws 
ing to every Rank their Duty, lc canon 
be ſuffered in this Luxurient and Wantdi 
Age, when the luſts of Men, not the Gd 


ND — 


| 
| 
| 
| 


methods of Chrifts Occonomy, tor the# 
Goyernme 
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o ence and the Education of His Dil* 
fab] ciples , were not deſpiſed, and not conlt- 
th[ dercd z all would be oblervant of their 
| Station and Relation : But alas! Bop! 
| tiſm and Baprtiſmal Engagements, are very 
m little headed by Parents or Children, and 
" rmation is cither not in ule , or not in 
w| force; And the Keyes both ofDoQtrine and 
| Diſcipline, are cunnivgly thruſted out of 
x | the Churches hands: and the great Men 

of the World will have it ſo, and 
f the moſt of Men hate reſtraint, and there- 


| 


fore love to have itſo : but let the Godly 
bumble and mourn for all this, and pray 
that che Goſpel may yet have its Native 
Power, and the Sacraments and the Dil- 
apline of CHRIST have their Genuine 
| totce, that the Church may be yet Patro. 

niled and become fair as the Moon, beaxti- 
jul as the Sun, and terrible ar an Armie with 
Banners ;, Cant. 3. G6, Then would Relipi- 
on ſhine in its glory, then would diffe. 
rences be healed , and good and bat be 
>| diſcovered , then People would return to 
the LORD with their faces thitherwatd: 
then would GODS Day, ( 'rdinances and 
Miniſters Be punQually looked to, and 
reſpefed , then would GOD be {er up 
In tae Houſes and Hearts, profcffion and 
| practices 
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praQtices of Men, and a golden Age woul 
be Reſtored , that all the Godly migh « 
CIy, grace to the work, , and Glory to theWork 


[The Prayer. 


ORD beal a ſinful World and 8 ſadly corryy 
ed Church, and open the Eyes of the pep 
ers and of all people, more to mind tbe tbings 
| Jeſus Cbrift; Heal tbe Backſlidings of 1bisþs 
: fulGeneration, and bring us out to:tbe Light glu 
| we may ſee thyRighteowſneſs;let the time,cventh 
ſet time to favour Zion come. and regard tha 
O LORD, tbe Prayer of the defiitute, whom 
Zion even in the Duſt, Revive tbe pregnant Iv 
rity of Primitive Chriftianity, after the. dierfal 
declenſions of many generations ; come LOD 
down upon mount Zion , O Lyon of the Tris 
Judah, and roar with terroxr, that all the we 
hed of the Earth may tremble ; And diſple) « 


banner for allthat long and wait for thy Sol 
zion. Amen. 


S. 7J 2ly. As to any Form of Devo 
| uſed in this Treatiſe ; | need not apologt 
much, fince this hath been imprefied 
upon the Rational World;, by invincabe 
rable Arguments ; Only as to my Mne 
and Meaſure ; I ſhal deſire youro conſe 
Ir 
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d Firſt , 
| of GO!) himſelf, 
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by the Commandment 
Forms were uſcd 
in the Fewiſh Church . And not only 
the Matter but the Words, were put in 
Moſes*'s mouth, by the LORD, Num: 6: 
from 22. to he end. And at the reſting 
of the Camp of Iſreel. And by the Pro- 
phet Hoſes returning Iſrael , 15 bid take 
with him words, Hoſea 14. 2. And ſay, 
Take away all iniquitie : And the whole of 
the Jewiſh worſhip & Sacrifices, was direted 
by GOD in a conſtant form of Incence and 
Oblations: And in the times of the new 
Teſt: Jobn the Baptift taught h:s Diſciples 
the form of Prayer , and Chriſts Diſcip- 
les crave of Him the ſame direQion; who 
laid unto them; when ye pray , lay, 
Our Father, &c. Which Prayer was ſhill 
in uſe amongſt the Diſciples of Chriſt, as 
ic 1sprobably interred from thar of St. Pe- 
ter, If yecall on the Father,&c; 1 Pet: I. 17. 
Where probably, the Apoſtle Juageth it 
to be the conſtant cuſtom of Chriſtians to 
lay the LORDS Prayer: And the Primitive 
Church had it's Licurgies, which hath been 
the pratice of the beſt of Churches : Ir 
were therefore Good that a novice ſet of 
men, that are ſo much againſt forms, 
ſhould not fo ſuperciliouſly imagine thar 
doubtleſs 


That 


I 
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doubtleſs they are the People, and that Wi, 
| dwells with them, And that they anf 
| only competent to Reform the Chriſtiaf, 


World in it's pratice of Devotion, fa 
|| 16 Apes; lince they themſelves uſe a fory 
| of Benediftion and dimiſhon of the peoph 
according to the Appoſtolick pradtice, H 

Grace of our Lord Jeſus, &c. And 2h. Ift 
| be conſidered impartially , this doth na 

reſtria Men, eſpecially Goſpel Miniſteg 
tOa Form , but arc allowed withoy 
doubt tocxprels their mind to GOP, u 
| the method of their own conceptions, pro 
| viding it be done with gravity , knos 
ledge, and great deliberation ; But i 
would be adverted that Forms do not ſt 
the expreſſions of MensGites, and the $i 
rit of Prayer doth not foly affiſt in thel 
extemporary Gifts, but alſo doth Attn 
the Calm Element of an approved form, 
fince it is not the matter only, but the 
heart guided by the Spirit, that helpeth 
toa Right way of Devotion; and it may 
be in Charity Judged that the deyout, 
praying The LORDS Prayer, may dot 
with as much, if not moxe of the Spirt 
than by an extemporarie Gift, and 1 am 
confident. The experiences of many del 
| your perions will ſay no leſs; So that ! 


(cems 
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ws 2 Stupendious conceit 1n men, to 
Teny the conſtant ule of that Divine Pray- 
Wagr, uttered by the heart and lips of him, 
What was full of the HOLY GHOST. 
FAnd for my elf, | would Shrink co lay 
Og fide che ule of theſe venerable and com- 
iT orchenfive words which are ro be looked 
upon as the {eaſon and incenſe ofall our 

' Oblations. And therefore I hope It ſhall 
not be thought impertinent ro Summ up 

lf] the marcer of z#his treatiſe, inall it's Pe- 
rods and Stages. into lome particular Suit. 
able forms, which for clearneſs ſake, I 
ſhall ſer down according to the ſix dayes 


of the Week, and the LORD) Day. 


The Prayer to be uſed upon Munday, for 
Childbood. 
() Creatour, and Preſcrver of Man, Thou 
* made us and not we our ſelves, Pſal: 1c0. 
And | was caſt upon thee from the 
Wamb, Plal: 22. 9. Thou madeſt me hope 
with an implicue Dependance, while 1 
was pon the Breaſts; O what a Bleſbng is 
tto be ſanAified in the Womb, and from 
the Womb ! This is a ſingular Grace in- 
deed, and all that are under the Rayecs of 
the Golpe), have the neareſt acceſs there- 
unto, eſpecially, when by the a__ 
0 
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| of Education, it is carly tranimitted unty 
the Mind : O LORD, there have bee 
| myriads and millions of people before 
me; And thon haſt brought me forth in 
the iaft dayes, and I am nothing but ay 
empty Veſſel without Thee; Iam late 
ſprung out of nothing, and am nothing, 
and hayvenothing; and better had it been 
| for mae, to have been nothing, than wan 
Thy Incorruptible Grace : O LORD ore 
; vent me in the morning of my ſhort day, 
| and Irftill (ome Tinfture, 1n this ney 
Vcflel, which may giveit a laſtingRelig, 
Scafon my Heart with the Salt of Grace, 
and make me to grow in Grace; [mprint | 
f O LORD, upon the Table of my Hear, 
the 2, B, C, of Chriſtianity ; teach meto 

knew, Love,Fear,Choice and Obey Thee, 

pive me to favour ſomething of Reaſon 

and Reiigion in my ruder Age, that] 

may mind my momear, & not trifle my 
tune 2way abou: things otno. moment; 
, Parton and heal the corruption of my 
natiie, and the Vices ct my pcrion; 
QLvc 52C the new Heart 1n my younger 
dayrs, take away all Impediments and 
prejudices at Vertue and Religion}! And 


, lo ſhape, ſharpen and SanRtifie me, thatl 


may bccomean Inſtrument cf Thy Gooy 
20 
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and bs prepared for Duty, in thefol- 
lowing Periods of the Life that thou fhalx 
orant Me; Amen. 


Devotion in order to Youth, to be Exerciſed 
on I ueſday. 

Ow Blefled GOD, thou haſt enlarg- 

ed me from the bondage of None- 

Age, & the yoak of Diſcipline : Keep me 
under thy Diſcipline, For, thy yoak 21 cafie, 
and thy commands are not grievous , | am now 
lifted upto the Prime of my Age, LORD 
make me ſteddy by Thy Grace, thar I 
do not turn giddy and ſtagger ; When I 
look back, I find | have been Childith in 
mind, as well as body : What dark con- 
ceptions have I had of thee? And any 
little ſpark of Grace was ſmuthered with a 
Maſs ofcorrupticn,&theBrute in me much 
maſtered it: How raw and rude wetc my 
Notions of Religion > And how contraQ- 
ed and deadned was my Conſcience? 1 was 
almoſt in all evil and knew it nct, and 
much under the Senſes, and ſenfitive Ap- 
petite: The root of all evil was ia me, 
and I was content with my pleaſant Fetters, 
and were not Thy Mercy, Thou hadiſt fui- 
ly caſt me off the Stage, as a miſcrean: 


unworthy tolive: Yet LORD thou haſt 
brougnt 
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DIO yght through all this dark trance of Chil 
beod, 1 Kings, 18. 26. Save me froq 
Youthful luſts,and grant mewith Obadig 
thet I may fear thee from my youth, purge ny 
from the Dregs of Nature, Let them ng 
bx in my Bones lea(t in fuller years A 
made *:o poſlels the fins of my Youth. } 
20.11.Make me vigorous to engage u 
the Banner of CHRIST, to fight agai 
the infernal Trinity, the devil, the work 
and the Fleſh, and own the Holy TR 
NITY Blefled for ever : Give .mey 
oft-r the firſt fruirs of my Life ro Thee 
LORD make me to reliſh the (weetnd 
of Vertue aboye all the plea(ures of tie 
World, and pardonthe Errors of w 
Youth, Pſal. 25, :1. and ſo ballaſt a 
eſtabliſh me with Grace, that I may land 
out unto a longer Life, and not make by 
wrack of Faith, and good Conlcience; bil 
have Thy Word for my Pilate, Thy $i 
rit for my Star, Humility forJmy Ballall 
the Gail of Grace to fill the Soul of m 
Aﬀeions, Thy Glory for my End, an 
Ercrnal Life tor my Harbour, Throug 
JESUS CHRIST My LORD, Amen. 


3l}. Deyotio 


Period 3 Littie"orld, &c. 183 


MW 2y, Devotion. As to our Entrance to @ Col- 


ling and Relation; to be exerciſed on 
_ Wedneſday. 


GOD of Love, the Father of all ſweer 
Harmony and Peace, and thegreat 


« Provedicor of Man; Thou haſt mage bim 
Zu 2 Sociable Creature, and haſt uniree@ Man- 


kind in a Society, as Members of one Bo- 
dy, Thou haſt ordained him to live by 
his own Induſtry, in che ufc of che Means, 
which by I hy Bleſſing tends to his Prov 1- 
fon. As Nature abhores Vacuicy,ſo Thou 
O LOR Dabhores fdleneſs, and bath given 
2 particular V ocation to Man for Vertue: 
ai LORD make me rcligious in my general 

| Calling as a Chriſtian, and frogall in my 
WP} particular Calling , grant me the compo- 
3 0] ſed Wiſdom to make choice of a Helper 


Pt} like unto Me, let neither Lightnefs, fond- 


nels, nor carnal phanſie be the, principle 
and meaſures of my AﬀcQion and choice, 
let the Advice and council of thoſe, whom 
| ought to follow be conſulted ; and 
bleſs me with ſuch purity in my Deſign, 
that if by Thy Allowance 1 cnter into a 
conjugal State, | may aſcend that bed with 
lanocence aud Whitenels, without the very 

Keowledge 
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knowledge of the carnal Tricks of Sint 
and Saran : And when entered, to entertain 
a conſtant Conjugal AﬀeCtion, to the wiſh: 
(or Husband )) of my Youth;and if eyerly 
[ have eſcaped in the leaſt, waſh mefir 
throughly , and Cement our Relatiwghn 
with the Endeartments of the beſc A 
that our Family may be a Bethel to Thee fil 
Make our Calling Honeſt and Creditable | d 
aud wherein we may be uſcfull ro Thee, | b 


and if I hy Providence hath brought] {c 
to Fortunes, give us to confider that 


hoy 
wilt only honour them that honour Thee 


make us uſefull in our Generation, in the 
Stations Thou haſt put us,and may we with 
all Deſcretion purſue the Ends of cur Ge: 
neral and particular Calling, to I hy Gle 
ry, and vur Comfort. Amen. [ 


Fourthly, Devotion for aur Riper years, tobe | | 
exerciſed on I hur{day. 

| Eternal i.ife and Aftion, who dwells 

in a perpetual Repoſe, grant me 
all mv Ationsto aim Thee, and repoſe 
in 5 hec;and fince now I maſt reſolye with 
Action, having not only the charge of 
my {eit, buc of a Family, grant me tobe 
athve to what 13 accountable and agree- 


abic, forthe increaſe of my Talents ou 
the 
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he Improvement, of the opportunities of | 
any Time and Station; Save me from 
iefyexing cares and doubtful ai:xiery, buc 
efgrant me rational and providential Caie, 
weffin the diligent Uſe of the Means $ Help 
meto Caft all my Care wpin Thee, 1 Pet: 5 7. 
And as to diſtiuſt, to be 'carcfu] for no- 
x. fihing $ Save me from all impertinent and 
deſtrudtive digreſtops, and let me never 
be worie than ay Infide], in not providing 
for my Family, and grant ie O LORD 
Thy Blcſhng, without which my carly 
and late Endeavours, will not proficus : 
Save me from all wrong meaſures, in the 
Improvement of-my Scock, krowing that 
4 Jittle bet tbe Righteous Manhbath, # better 
the theTreaſures of tbe wicked); For ghou Can 
urn My Mitc into Talents. Give mc to 
ek the Kingd.m of GOD, and mind 
he-ane T hing nee fAlary wi:boue which all 
bugnels is but trouble, give me to win 
; | ty Spa apd dp Good, in my place and 
| time, that when I ccaſe from my labours 
| I may mer into the Repoſe of everlaſting 
| Reſt, brough JESUS CHRIST my 
| LORD, Amen. 


L | 
un 


FT -- W'”2 II” iS tt. .ifÞ 


O lv, De: 


186 The Mop of the Period 2 
ly, Devotion, For our Declining Age, on 
Friday. | 


FAN Unchaageable GOD, the ſame to 
Day, Yeſterday 8 for ever;the whole 
Creation hath ben, 1s, and will be un 
der a Decay untillthe Deliverance of the 
Children of GOD. Our Life is buc? 
vapour and a ſhadow, the World 15 
weights us, tnat man begins to Declineert 
he well conſ1der that he lives: Help, 0| 
LORD, my bowing and declining a 
give me to Gloath my ſelf againſt th 
Winter, and fill me well againſt a troubk 
ed Seca; LORD pive me to ſuperſtrat 
well, upon ſukd Fonndations, to build 
my Houle upon a Rock : ©T'is rime for me 
now to be wiſe, ſince | have {cen and done 
ſo much folly, 1 will not choice the Worid 
for my portion, it is Thee O LORD, and 
Thee only as the Cen-er and Repoſe of 
my Soul : 1 choile thy Statutes as my He: 
ritage, in the Land of my pilgrim 
and I hy Salvation as my Inheritance for 
cver: Give me victory over the World, 
by Faith, and grant me Peace, Patience, 
and Perſeyerance to the End, Amen. 


6]y, De 
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| 3| Period 3; 
| Sixchly. 


Devotion for Old Age, on Saturday. 
'® Ancient. of Dayes, who remains ſtill 
in that ptime of pureſt Light. and 
Glory, look upon me, whem Thou 

haſt preſerved in all the periods of lite in 
orcat mercy, Viſit me in this my groan- 
ing ſtage. with Thy Salvation; Letall 
the errors of my Youth, and bygone 
Age be done away that | may have no bur- 
den, from my former life, & now ſupport 
me when old age hath overtaken me, 
Bleſied be God thatl, have eſcaped ſad 
Accidents , and the burtful efteQts of ay 
miſs-government ot my Lite: Grant [ 
may now be taken up with Heaychly Ex- 
etciſe and contemplations , that I may 
Receive Dimiſſion with Chriſt, not only 
!2 my Arms -but in my Heart : Rencw 
my inner-man day by day, that tho my 
Limbs be weak, my. Faith,. Hope and 
Charity may be ſtrong; And grant 
me a houſe with Thee 2 Cor. 5. 1. When 
my EarthlyHouſe ſhall fall. I cntered ine 
tothe World with a groan, and nature 
of neceſity muſt groan, being Burthened; 
@ 32 Burt 


triumph over the Grave, thtcugh ] 
CHRIST the Prirce cf life. mv LORD] * 


of CHRIST, to ſeck thoſe things abort 


158 
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leave the Wor'd with gicat Joy . that thy 


Period 3 
Bur Lord exhilera:c my Spirit. chat] may 


day of my Redempiiin drawerh near, 
and may be Reficſhed in'the Suburbs 


Heaven, with the Joytul Mufick of tl « 


Saints, that ſo I may ſing in Death, 3 
oY 


and lite, my flrength and Redeerhe: 


Amen. 


Dcyotion, in order to the Eternal Sabbath ; 


On Sunday, or the Chriftians 
LORDS Day. 


7 Lord of Sabbaoth, 1 Bleſs thee that 


” has brought me out of the toils ofthe 
World to re(t with thy telf; Lord rake me 


up to ſome mouert to lee thy Glory, whet: 
I may ere a Tabernacle not tor Eart 
bur Heaven: Quicken me wich the Li 


and it'Tlook back ro the World, it is 
for love to ir, but to {ce it's yanity. Ia 
mrre the works of Creation and prov- 
dence. and the portrat of the little 


World,to ſhow the praiſe of GOD, But! 
carmot get words nor thoughts ro cxpatis 


( 
( 
| 
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tiat on the work of cur Redemption, by 
Thy Son, Nor capacity to Compre- 
hend the height,deepth,breadth and leng.b 
of thy love in him; But] defirc {o love 
him with al} my heart, and abcvcallrhe 
World: [ behold him now .Riftng from 
a Sea of Blood. with the Glory ct all his 
conqueſt; LORD put mr in the Spirit 
on t his day toReliſh the ſweet influences 
of the Holy Ghoſt that ] may be firted 
fo” the Eternal Sabbath, where all duties 
and longing, ſhall be turned into rewards 
and enj:yments, and thy Name bc Celes 
brated with Everlaſting wonder, Hymns & 
Hallelvjahs, World without end. Amen. 


=_—_—— 1 EH 


ND in Regard, that Evangclical work 
of Praiſe and Singing of Plalms 1s a 
ſpectal Part of Devotion, ccale not in 
thy Piigrimage and Solitudes, ro Sing 
And it you reſtri& your (elves to Davrd*s 
Plalms; For your Birth and C bild-hood, 
Sing Plalm, 51. From the Beginning \ 
and the 71. Plalm, from Verſe 5. For 


your Yourh, Pſalm, 25: And Plalm 109 
from Verſe g. For your Riper Years , 
and your Family. the 1ot Pſalm: and 
Plalm: 144, at the End. For vour Old 
aye, Plalm. 71, 9, anJ 18, Verles, mw 
O 
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it che Church thonght fit, ye may alſ 
make uſe in your Devotion other Scrip: 
tare Pialms, The Song of Iſre:l on the 
Banks of the Red-Sea, ihe Song of Sinn, 
Zacharias and the Bleſſed Virgin, and the 
Soags in the 1, 5. and 7. Chapters 
the Revelation : And particularly the Dox 
ologie, which hath bcen of conſtant uſe in 
the Chriſtian Church; and is no other but 
an alcribing of ſempeternal Praiſe, to the 
Ever Bleſſed Trinity; Which tho the Leprou 
Church of Rome uſe, yet is i Clea 
ro the Pure , and it is very fad that i 
ſhould be controverred in the Miliat 
Charch, fince it will be ſung for ever inthe 
Trlumybant : And fince the Myſterious bat 
Salutary Doctrine of the Trinity was cat 
rradicted by the Arians in Old. and (one 
of that lame Gang under anuther Name 
of Late, there is ſti}] occaſion tor theu 
{ing of it $ And to diſtinguiſh the Model 
and Regular Chriſtian from ſuch asin. 
vade it by Oppctition, tor .to comme! 
rheir Beloved Set, it 1s not amiſs to ri 
up in token of a more immedtar Added, 
and cloſtog with the cuſtom of cheChurch, 
wherein we ſhould not be contentious: : 
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| SAes 


And if vou pleaſe in your Private Devotion to 
Sing after this manner : 


| 

Mz heart it fix'd, my beart is fix*d, 
now will I fing and praiſe, 
Fle praiſe the Lord with ſongs nnmix{*d, 
and ftiil Tby Glorie raiſe. 

2» 
Now Halelujab*s ſhall extoll 
the Lord God of my praiſe, 
And ftill in praiſes Thee enroll, 
and laud, and never ceaſe. 


S S5R5THS 


he 


 =-S &S 


he 


My little Harp is tun'd#0 land 

my Lora, mv God, my Love, : 
With Heavenlie Queer Thy Name applaud, 
Thy Glories all approve. 


s 8. 


z3 
Cd 


4. 
All Songs below bad not tbe Clief, 
to raiſe Thee thus in aulet, 
They were ſincere, but not 1he chief, 


6s theſe which GOD exalt. 


_ Second Hymne. 


I. 

[| IWear the Crown, Chbriſt ſtill renown, 
I reign, and He's Supream, 
I am extol'd to praiſe my King, 
and plorie in His Name. 
2. 
I :m 4 well as heart can wiſh, 
' my Soul is all in bleſs, 

IWith Joy and Peace Refts, and Reliſh, 
the ſweets I now expreſs. 


J 
I fee my God, my Chriſt, my joy, 
all myſteries are gone, 
Nothing now but Love I knows, 
ang melogie Divine. 


4 
The Tree of Life maittams my life, 
never to die again, 
O Death! in tine, thon art ſo rife, 
but bere thy (trength is vain. 
5. 
T live, I lou:, 1 much delight, 
I traiſe and never ceaſe, 
I ſee and feei with Soul end Sp*riz, 
' I'm @ll in Light and Bleſs, 
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0. 
[Phat can | labe ? For | bave «hl, 
my God 11 here with me, 
And I with him perpetual, 
my Cbrijt and God to ſee. 
# 
Here without doubt Fle glirie give, 
to Father, Son, on4 Spirit , 
I'le praiſe my God, and not deprive, 
fr.m his juſt Right 4 Merit. 
From the firſt Minate, to Ages all, 
I will .ſſert {by Gore, 
In melodies ſempiternal, 
to Trize Une evermore. 


Third Hymne. 


FT. 
Yp*rit of Light, tune now my ſp*rit, 
with Heaven fill my beart, 
And give me ſenſe of that oreat Light, 
that I may a * part. 


O 


IVith all 1be Hoſt and Hear "nlie Queer, 


that never ceaſs }o cry, 
Thrice bulie Lord, aud Thee admire; 
in Peace-ond Reft and Joy, 
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My Sox), my Heart, my Sp*rit, my Powers, | { 
ell joynto Praiſe Thy Name, 

My GOD, my Life, my H»pe, my Help, 
Ile praiſe Thy Mercies Fame. 


Period: 


4 

Thy Help in need, bath made me Glad, 
Thy Grace was ſtill my claim, 

And freſh Supplie bath me releiv*d, 

I magnifie Thy Name. 


i 
Ile Praiſe, I'le Sing, Ile Hope and Foy, 
in Tby great Grace ſo Good, 
F le ftill advance and mend my paſe 
in every Period. 


6. 
A monument I was, and an 

of Grace, and flill remain, 

Fle Bleſs and Laud and never ceaſe 
with Praiſe, to ſay, Amen. 
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A VALE to the 
WORLD. 


G. I, PrArewel to all. the flattering 


lopes of Happineſs upon 
Earth; All that have bcen 1n purſuit of 


th1s Shad::w, have been frultrared 2 For, 
all is Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, there 1s 
no farista&j-n in the World, ſeparared 
frm GON: Ard what portion we have 
of it trom Him, we maſt uſe it as the 
Means but not as the End. Give me LORD, 
the V tiny over the Wurld by Faith, 
that | ule ir well and never abulc it, Ler 
me never overvalue it, leaſt itundoe nac, 
| an: maKe me a miſcrable wretch of no 
Value. | 

( 2. Away with all the follies of Child- 
hoo, and all the prejudices of that ims 
pect::Ct age,againſt what is Solide and Seria 
ous. Away with ail the indigeſted noti- 
ons that flow from the ſimple Brain of 
{uch as have not yet well formed Reaſon 
and Religion. 
S. 3. Away with 2all the promiſing 
Notions, which our Ruder Phantafies 


form 


ure 
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, this Ke wirhall chefolkres th I 
fo b1:this Age, with all Glorying f 
Strength, Beauty, Feature, and Fawnin \ 
Forcunc, ith all oftencive Boaſting gy: 
Gifts and Parts, and even of Grace, azj® 
were our own, ſince we have nothing by 
what we bave received: together with al u 
Carnal phanſic, Fondneſs, Folly, andz| © 
morous conceits, fince Wiſdom is th 1 
Privcipa Thing, 1t being only Solid and 
CYMAncnr. j 
$4 Away wich ail cggar deſire after the | | 
World, 2ndall Coverous Courr-ſbip «|, 
that dol-god, let it fall like Dagon before | \ 
the ARK, withall petred and tretringhy. 
mour,the Ularulinets of Paſſion and all the 
Diſtempers of Youthfull Age, andall 
diſcontents and diſ>rders , and anxiow 
fears for our Proviſion, with all carking 
Care anent the Wecrld, letus ſtudy Ho. 
neſty, for fajſſhood hath no feet. and he 
that walketh Uprightly, walketh {urcly. 
S. 5. Away with all Immarurities of 
Growing Ape, let us labour well, get 
Good Seed. and wait the Seaton of the | 
Grace of GOD, beware of the deceirfull 
World which is not faithfall in irs Pro: 
miſes; it is bur a Cheat, we ſhould nor be- 
lieye it when it ſpeaketh tayourably,for all 


that 


c—_ Td - o» vn t-7 


-* Cd - CAS wo 


5. 6. Away with all impertinencies of 


wr former Life, tor alas we have been 


fooliſh and diſſ..bedient, ard too much 
aken up with vain cultoms «the World; 
Ah, how many as the fool upan this 
Stage, and do pals their time in a Came- 
dy ti] their end be tra4ical = 

6. 7. Away with all that diſcompoſerh 
our tealon, that we may well conduct our 
Mind and Life, and not to cxpole our 
{elves tothe Aoating billows cf the Korms 
of ris Life : Learn rather ro. be Catho- 
ck. and Uiform in thy Cpurſc, and 
pray GOI) tobiing in oyr (b aying hearts 
and unite thenito fear His. Name. _.... 

$, &. Away with all debates and contrai 
ditions among Relations, -ang let ushe 


% 
* 


Careful ro keep our Soul ang heule in ot 
der, to guide our . Spirit and Paſſion with 


| moderation and patience, eyen Under 


i 


Provocations, and not texrouble our (elves 
much with the extravagancies ot others,8c 
learn to quench incident hears in capveric 
and families, let us ſubmit one toanorhes 
an 
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and comport with ir;firmities, and cop 
mit our cauſe to GOD, leaſt ſuch fret 
ing and diicontents, imbirter our nei 
eſt Relations, liſten nc to any luſt thi 
may feed the flame, & ſtill krep Religighh 
and reaſon on ycur fide:Put awaytherehulyi 
| all Clamour, il] ſpeaking and BirterngJy 
Kindly loving one anotber , forgiving one analy 
&s GOD, for CHKINTS ſake bath forgiven gf 
$. 9. Avay Fl 


with al} iickie polg 
ro Circumveen ' cur Neighbouts , nl jb 
all haſtinels ro be Rich and to compai|i 
the World, forir is very uncertain, ay 
takes Wings and flees away; and let oy|!" 
purſuits of it be with the condu& offs | 
tigion, within the lines of equity and bo |! 
neſty, otherwayes we mav find a}l Eo 

ou ro turn asa Miſbrom or Ja 

Gourd, ler us be Anxiuuſly ( arcſul fa 
nothing, and ſeck firſt the Kingdome of GO) 
and bis Righteouſneſs. Matt. 6 Rv 

other things that are good for us, will be added; | * 
Ler us never Glory but in GOD, and 
humble in our beſt Circumſtances. Le 
not the World go above it's Sphere leak 
it take fire and Conſume it (elf and 
Study the Art of contentment, How cat 
any men complain that have GOD fot 


their Portion? and it we ſecure our intreſl 
in 


Seriod } Little World, Rc: 19 
Þ Chrif, then all isours. Solace thy ſelf 
GOD, delight in him and he will 
ive thee the deſire of thine beart. Plal. 37: 4- 
rd it thy Croflles be bitter and heayy 
Shey arc the I!ker Chriſts, it your tronbles 
inch you and put you in a manner, . to 
Jrour wits end, come out of your ſelf and 
hy upon the name of God, tor he can 
\ {give ſtrength to bear the Tempration and 
212 Graciousout gate; and ſay, with eboſa: 
4 [)bas I wet not whattodo, but my Eyes are 
{| owards thee. ES 

$. ti. Away with all murmurs under 
he burdens and infirmities of declining 
Age, as pains of Body, dimneſs of Sight. 
tollneſs of Hearing, Rehums and Rehu- 
matiſms, difficulties of Breathing, weak= 
rſs of Stomach, ObſtruRons,Grave),Gur, 
feebleneſs. and other incident Infirmitics; 
Let the GOD of Hope and Parience be 


x 
y 
d 
| your Hope and Strength, and learn to 
c 
{ 
i 
' 
ſ 
| 
| 


exerciſe thy patience. 
S. 12. Away with all too Carnal Love 
to any thing of the World, and if we 
have known any after the fleſh, Hence: 
forth know we them no more. 
$. 13. Away with all doubrs of GODS 
Mercy and fears of death, providing we 
weunitted to CHRIST, Rom: 8, to the 


end 


200. The Mop of the 
end. When we cannot aCt much, ler: 
cake up our ſelves with ©onmemplary 
agd. by Faith take a View of that 
ry which is to be revealcd, that unſpeal 
able Glory that 1s Yonder, above noy 
Fathers Houſe: Let us draw Water « 
of the Well of Salyation, inthe Condug 
which GOD hath made to entertain 
Commun'on beiwixt HEAVEN ag 


the” Intrigs 
of the Godly have | cer —_ 
proſperity of the wicked ; as David. Pe 


of darkrels, avd can make all thing 
work jcgcther for tbe Good of them thu 
loye.-Him.; and: that there is. a day d 
Retribution, and Reſtitution cf all thing 
when the Soveraign Judge will deflribute 
Rewards, according to theſe two Att 
bures, of Juſtice and Mercy. 


Perieds 


s | 


| & :14- Away with all debaces, Divilion 
nd. conteſts in the Chriſtjan: Church, | 
or pow vc paſs to the Land of peacero be 
joyned in the Harmony of lave and can: 
cord; -where we hope ihe Eaſt and wet 


Church in the beginning cf Chriftianing 
e t 


f 
i 
A 
Earth : Doubr nct any difficulty abogt tf 

of Providence, for tho fogy|þ 
( 
72. and Jeremiah chap: I2. Yet ſen ; 
your ſelf, that GCD can bring Light || 


I 


period SY. . Little World, 8c. 20k 
Mii conteſts atient the feaſt ofBEefter is naw 
o Jully made up in the perpciual feſtival, 
Wybich chey hall cnjoy in their Fathers 
Whouſez where we hope Luther and Calvin, 
Wn; their biguic adherents Having keeprt 
Wihe main of Religion are now agrecd: 
And all the debates about Modus Rei, the 
a[manner of our LORDS preſence in the 
[Euchariſt are now fertled art fa-i-fied in 
&|the Celeſtial Communion;g Where ail de- 
W] bates ancnt the outwaic policy , of the 
«| Church ſhall evaniſh, When we come to 
|: continual Dcxologie ct the Trine-Une 
t | GOD an+ artain unto theGeneral Aﬀem- 
LT | ly of tlic firit-born; where allo we hope 
8 | thac Paupzſts who have waiked ſuitably ro 
t | 'undamentals cf Religion, yet through 
L [the Ulnhappineſs of their Birth and Edu- 
L [cation, have been uader a fort of invincible 
8 [lpnorance , ſhall join with the Proteſtanr. 
} | Where a:ſowe do charicably h-pe, that 
[many wiio arc without, aud haye anſwe. 
[red their Light in Morality, and have 
 jmplicitly cloſed with the Mercy of GOD, 
[Which takes in all the methods of 1ts come 
' [Munication, may come to ſhare of the 
| |deepth of thar Mercy, which 1s the very 
| [Natureot GOD - And that 'Tremendows 
| Juſtice which rendereth to every man 
P according 


y. 
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according to Ws Works and impartih.. 
Judgeth luch as are under,and ſuch ag iiflnd 
w.ithour Law : And paiticulary, we he 
thar all the private Contelts among 
lys and Relations, which have flon 
from humour, weakneſs, temptati- ns, aſe; 
incumberances of the World, ſhall all 
gone, when the warm Flame of thc ind} 
nite Love of GOD ſhall fill their Hearts | 
$ 15. Away with all biguit adherang ||jit 
toa SeQor Party, fince neither Papel 
nor Proteftaniſm, Parity not Prelacy wil the 
{aye us if we be not real Chriſtians ; Welo 
ought irdecd to ſearch all things, and bl |M 
what is beft, but wichall, we ſhould notb(hc 
much lean re our own undetfianding, 
bur follow after Charity, that Epbrai, | 
no more vex Iſrael, but all be joyned 
one faith to the LORD. 
S. 16. Away with all fears of the from 
of providence, for there is a wile diſp-ſer; 
Away with all vexation about the trouble 
of Revolutions, ſince we hope to be Cit 
zens of a C omtinuing Cityithet bach a Foundati | 
on, Lerus labour ro vanquiſh the World 
by Faith, and be ſtill doing guod, and 
we need not fear what man can do. 
f, 17, Adiew all Relatives and 
Acquainiances ; We leaye you to 4 
gr 


. 
d Q4 
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I riod: 4 Litthe Wrrld, _. . 3 
Whnacc and Guidance of Ged: Farewel Sun 
[ nd M:.on and that gl: 1i..us Canopy of 
ac Firmament,  beſpangled with divid- 
ad Lights: For we hope to Live aboye 
Wc Clouds, in our Fathers Houſe, where 
re is no-need of the Sun, becauſe the 
Wn of Righteonſnels is ther*, we leave 
$1] the flowers and pleaſures of an carth- 
\ I paradiſe to feed upon the Tree of 
> [Lite. ED 46 
| And laſt of all; farewel] beloved Body, 
lhe Spirit and Voice of our Beloved, ſaycs 
t|ome, we muſt gird up the loinsof our 
LMind, we leave thee to the duſt, but we 
OFhope to returryagain, for tho thou haſt 


4 [cen corrupted by tin, yet now ſanCtified 
; 


by the Blefled Body of ( HRIST, welay 
thee down as precious duſt, to be refined 
n the bowels of the Earth, Our Souis 
| [can not be fully perfeQ without Thee, 
[therefor go to thy Dormitory , and ſleep. 
[ing houſe, till the laſt T rump ſound, and 
[then ſhall we be made perfett in Soul and 
body, and be cyecr with the LOKD- 


The Deyotion S$xitable. 


| Nd now what clogs and ferters thee O 
my Soul? thou ſees what ſin and the 
P 2 World 


4 
i. 
j 
: 
4 
! 
, 
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world can do,linger notbut ariſe forth 
not thyReſt. look co the recompence of js 
ward with Moſes, think upon the calm 
of a beter . lite, in the trmpelts of thi 
fight the Good _— of Faich, and GON! 
wel give thee the Crown of Life ; Pl ** 
Parc for Judgem nt and Eternity , for 
the Judge is ac the L2oor- 


Pe 
iu 


The Prayer 


ORD make up my wants. and Remy 
woat is ſ:4perfluous in me; adorn me with 
t:5e Wering Garment, and deck my foul the 
through 1th, Grace [ may be gble 10 enter in, 
Courage, (.curage O niy Soul for CHRIST) 
mercy and Grace t; before thee ;, let not Death 
be Irksome to thee, bat LORD grant me the 
IWiſh that I have long breathed for toDie in peace 
an'{ lay down my Tabernacle with joy. and render 
up my Sou! to GOD with delight, Ihaveſen 
an end of ll perfeZ3ion in the ſhirt ſpan of my life, 
I have ſeen the Glory of the World paſs away 
like a Scroll. tvere's nothing certain but in Thee, 
all fl-ſh is Graſs, but thy word endureth for ever. 
I have ſeen tches flee away with the Wings of | 
the morning, end ſtrength ard vigour turn #0 


weakneſs, bus Thou O LORD art the only 
ſure portion of t1y People, T connt all things loſs | 


for 
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f for thee, & I have none in Heaven but thee. and 
wine is there on Earth that 1 defire beſide Thee; 
[ aquieſce in thee as my Repoſe for ever; Thou 


art all my bleſs and bappineſs for ever. Amen. 
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APPENDIR; 
The Paſtoral legacy, and latter will of # 


' Goſpel Miniſter to his flock , in 

{ome Sermous upon = Per:Chap. 1. 

from v 12.to the midd'e of 16. 

Preached from the 2 Sunday 

of April, to the 4th. Sun- 
day of June, 1693, 


Tathe Reader 


Courtious Reader. 
' TOnfidering the weakneſs and uncertainty 
— my life, beirg under often Infirmities ſon 
years bygon; to which I bambly ſubmit, 
kiſſes the | handthat fmites me: confidering 
#be wncertainty of the times, not knowing bw 
ſoon I may be turned out, 1 did reſolve to leavethi 
PV aledierie hebind me, fr the good of my flock, 
and of any that ſhall purſue it, which I dedicet 
the glorie of GOD , and the Edification « 
the C burch , and to my Reverend Bretbren 0 
the Miniſtrie. | 

| Moſes tcok bie leave of Iſrael , and lefi bf 
redions after him, Deut. 1. 32. So did Solo 
mon, Eccl, 12. 8. And He that is great 


tha! 


To the Reader 
| chan Solomon our Bleſſed Lord bad bis fare. 
| well Sermon, )-bn chap. U,15, 16. Saint 
Paul, Aft 20, 29. Ard. St. Peter bere ;, So 
] defire to leave my Flock, with ſome Adver- 
'] tſerment and monument of my care for them . 


—_—_ _—— — ER. St... —— 


Cont»ining the Compait Chain of our Holy Re 
ltgion, exatlie knitting the Priviledges an! 
Properties of a Chriftian together in one link . 
in the particle #.@ i herefore. 


_—— 


te Ee—_ he And Re ww 


Sha!l leave it co fuch as write upon 
the whole Epiſtle to vendicate i: 
from the fails Aſperſivn of loume 
who1enyed it to be Canonical, of whom 
Ezs: ipzaks in his Church hiirory,3, Book 
25. Chap, Which indced was very unjuſt 
fiace the Epiſtie ſavours-<t its Author, 
an the genious of Chriſtia ity. So that its 
Iike whoever they were tha: retuled it to 
be Canonick could nor bur be among the 
number of tnole talſe Propirets menti.ned 
by this Apoſtle, Chap: 2d, Verl, 1. Or 
of theſe icofters of whom he writes Chaz: 
JZ&: Verſe. 4 


Neither ſhall I inf? upon the deſign and 


- 


|; 


{cope of this Epiſtle, fince it ts fo clearly 
a5 manifetl 
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manifeſt to any that reads it, mentioning 
| the great priviledg*s an 1 properties of a 
| Chriſtian, and 1 prcie;v."ave acainſt falſe 
'|Prophers and Sccffers at Reli gin. 


. 


| 


So 1 come .to the Texr in th<(c vereſes, 
hich contain ao Apviication cf the pre 
«ding Doriicyconeting-the Privilidges 
& Properties rf a Chriitian,in rhe particle 
11s IVherefore, Qucmobrem, wpon ,wbich: ae- 


' | count, &c. 2h, 1 nc Apoſtles care to in+ 


calcar the Trot! ypan the people ro whom 
ke writes. 3)}y The Sence, the Apoldle 
iach of improving the Opporruniticy '1n 
«Yn DOES lo9: as hc is in this Tabernacle, 
il... The praftica! Knowledge of Death , 
:04 Reſolution with it: 5 1s. $$is provideat 


| in tragal, careto fore his people withthe 


Rn. wiedge of the Goipel,which they. m 
1mpove after his deceaic, (o the Spiral 
Parcntlayes up far b isChildreo again the 
tiri2,10 com, Nhen 1c 1s gone. Gly, 4 
ba'e. and Thre Foungatton . of . Guſpe 
T:uth , Verſe, 16, bo NE TS 
Tic Firſt, Clearly difcovereth to us 
wa. | iis Truth, thatthe Chriſtian who 
_ precen:{« ro the higheſt Priviledges, 
o& his holy Reiigion, mutt be azcompliſh- 
© wih che true ppoperties cherent. 'Tis a 
ipectal Art to.adyance prattical Religion, 
| and 
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& twilt together the Chriſtian privile 
and properties, Our Crown and Ow 
Claim, Profeffi vn and Praftice, Promig 
and Precept, Juſtification and SanQificy 
on, Glory and Duty, The Race and the 
Prize; and Labour and Reſt. The Gtf 
pel Net maſt be well knit, and we mu 
follow the line and threed of Duty , On 
Salvation is linked in a Chain, there i; 
Cornec Stone that knits cheBuilding from 
the Foundation to the Top, Rom: |, 
26. There muſt be the Prime, Medis & 
Uhkima. We muſt begin, proceed, and 
perfe& our Work, for non progredieft It 
gredi, To {tand in our Religion hinder 
oar Race, We' muſt” add to our Fait, 
Vertue , for Faith withour Works i 
Dead. | 
This is not only the Doarine of % 
Peter here, and formerly Chap. I. 5. 6.7 
But of St. Famer Chop. 2. And they both 
writing to the Þws had need toprets is 
for that People (picered upon the Rock 

their Priviledges, to whom St. Paul gives 
a Check , Rom. 2 1. Heis not a Jew thet 
3s one outwardly, but be is a Jew that is ot 


Imwardly. For a creat part of the viſib | 


Church. reſts much here; aind arc ready 


to ſay, LORD , LORD, when they 


| 
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art the works that be Commands them. And 
ſo becorne parrial in their Religion, and 
leave the half of it anpraQtited, they.can 
take Chriſt for a Sayicur, but not & 
SanAi ct : And follow Him for Lies 
bat n.:t for duty and labour, they can cry 
The Temple of the LORD. Jer. 7. 4. But 
ſtudy not the new Creature; They may 
keep the ordinances, but not obſerve their 
drfigne, and can be hired to help to 
build an A1k, bur not to enter 1t. 
21y. All defite ro be happy, bur. all rake 


not the R:ght way to happinels; they leap 
after the «nd, but ſtand in theway, an 

negle& the means, that promove thei end: 
whereas true bl: {ſedneſs comes only ro the 
Undefilea in the way, Pal. 119. 1. And the 
Plalmiſt, }F. yns jnſtification and SanQt- 
fication together, 'in otder to Blefſedneſs, 
Pſal. J2. 1. Sin cannot enter Heaven, no 
more a ſinner, but we muſt aſcend-the 
Mount and carry nothing with us that is 
defiled: We muſt be meet for the inhe« 
ritance, for without bolineſs none 'fſhell ſee 


GOD: Eljeb's Chariot could not carry a 
wicked 4bab to Glory : And the beſt 


| muſt be with Eljab, Purged by fire, cre 
they enter the ({plendors of Glory: GOD 
| hatha Furnace to purge us,a plummar to 


(quarey 
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: 1,--This tends 'tnoſt to the Glory-of 


} 


$ERXMON [. 
{ſquare us, we muſt be pure abd-Refingl fhir 
;Ere we can dwell with everlaſting burgl6a\ 
lg; 211.110 we be not Juſtified by workdGC 
afiew: 4. O 4; Yer muſt we be Judged alip! 
cording rocur; wirks; For, tho GORLand 
uftifiet> the ungudly, Yet he only ſaves thlHo 
Wilkeer:s, OTE thr 
4- Ys Wherefore let us obſerve the, |GC 
Foge. of this P;ing Aroftle,and learn ** |tor 
i9thake our Holy.R<ligion prafical: f|wit 
by fo doing we :ſhall -nor only make og [for 
Salling and Election furc; But hereby a thc 
= (hall be 51:4 unto us. unto th [vir 
'Kingdome of ir 1 ORD JE+US Chrik [tha 
:And:i4at we may: beGlad ro make this im |5t 
Sroyement the marc Chearfully , let w |) 
gonfzact that this cends mot, -. * [fe 


—_ Ys 17 el? Glory of GOD. oh 

=: 2it« Th: Repatetion of Relig lon. 

--::Jty, To our own: Good and the benefite if 
. *. others, , 

4\y. It aſſureth.-our intereſt in Glory, much 

* . moretban al! the inſtints, Enthuſiaſms 

. " 8nd R aptures mcn can be affeFed with- 


GOD: Our good works ſhould be to fo, |: 


lid-and viſtble, that they may ſhow yy 
— the 
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che Glory of: GOD, the light of Graes- 
ſhines mer2 and more unto the perfe&- 
day, till it be'more Radicnt in Glory» 
GOLlY; Glory 1: the great end of our Re-7 
lipion,and a Kight converſation Glorifies him, 
ud tends to our - ſeivation, Plal. Fo. 2% 
Holincſs proclaims the Honour of the 
rife, Holy, Hely, Holy GOD; And' 
GOD celights more in it than in Heca-- 
mmbs ot ſacrifices? We need not (ay, 
with Moſes, LORD ſhow me thy Glory, 

for Holineſs i-rlie very Ray and Beam of 

te Glory of GO, and the D1- 
vins Emanation of that Light and life 

hat is in GOD : The Holy Perſnn 

gthe only Fruir bearing Tree and a ho- 

ly Life $iyves GOD the Glorv , diſcovers 

neaven a: periets the Bziciver, For , 

rithout Holin:(s no © "an can fre GOD, 

2ly, As Nothin? Gdiſparageth Our 
Religion more than Hypocriſfie, ſo no- 
aing a:Jvancerh its Reputation mare than 
well Qualificd Chriirian, for if once 
| IPrafticall Relivinn , did exert its Native 
[lower and Qualitie, it /would commend 
tierf as thc procutt of GOD, it woald 
ppear a Wonder, it would make the ſos 
| Þf Men fay with Pharaoh's Magicians. This 
 |5the finger of GOD, ir would give us a 
INGIC 


{ 
| 
| 

} i 
| 
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Sire noble Sphie than the Wor 
more noble Spirit than the World, þ 
would make us the fiift born of GOD. 
and patrake. of the Divine Naure, 4 
would make the Men of the World, as & 
Pax] (ayes, in another caſe, fall upon their 
face and (ay, GOD is in it of a Truth] ( 
it would appear no phantaſm or contri; |} 
yance, to ammule the World, And|t 
would make the Truly Godly Religion | 1 
as their bage and Cognizance, and make | | 

4 

t 

( 

| 


- 


| 
( 


Men ſay that this is the Work of G1), |, 
it would make uslike CHRISTro be purc 
as Hc is pure, it would appear to be no 
Superſtition flowing from tear, but | 
would appear a Lively , Amiable, and 
lovely Thing, and attrat Mens heart; 
ic would make the Hypocrihie caſt off his 
Mask, the prcfane pur off ſhame, and 
the Formaliſt ſeck after ſubſtance. and the 
Power of Goglincſs, it would make 
Men Saints, and turn Angels, and be (0 
excellent as to delight others, Pſa: 16, 1 
And in fine make them cleft and preci: 
, as their faith is. 
My, This will alſo affcrd folid meat ; 
and the Kernal of Retiigion to retreſh us, |! 
it will be tous a Tree of Life and hidden |' 
Manme,and more refreſhing than theNed#er | 
and Ambrofia of the heathen Gods, -_ 
wich | 


4 


( 
( 
| 
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| when Chrift is formed in vs, then have we 
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ight Lit, and Comfort, Then ſhall we 
eat the Kernal of Religion, when the ſhell 
isbrc ken, and Strangers ſhall not meddle 
with our }«-yc:; nor the Impure cat the 
Childrens f:-0d, T his ſhall confute all 
luch as decry Religion and comtort all 
that have the Rea] Life of it, and make 
them ſay with St. Pasl, The Life we now 
live is by Faith in the Son of GOD, 

4. T his will open a door and Entrance to 
the Kingdom of O.ir LORD JESUS 
CHRIST. and will prove a more ſolid 
way to make usDraw near tv GOD, with 
tull aſſurance of tatih? and be a more 
ſure ground to us than all the heats and 
heights of Religion, which are but tran- 
lient,and perhaps, flow from humour and 
Complexion; bur this makes the ſpirit of 
& ory dwell in us. Gives us a clean conſei- 
ence waſht with pure water, Heb 10. cnd; to 
draw neat to G()L3 So that a trembling, 
bumble Ghtiſtian,that.with St. Pew/,crycs 
tut; O wretched men that I am Rom.7. end 
May be ncerer the Joy ©f the Lordthan 
the other. So that whcever {cek a proof 
of Chriſt ſn us, We ſhall prove it beſt by 


Works and Fruits, and the New Crea- 
cure 
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TER MON I 
toreis the moſt infallible. mark of bei 
in' Chriſt, 2, Cor, 5. 17. and True (8 
cere Obedience is the great {pecifick ago 
genuine propetrte of crue Chriſtianiſm, Þ 

And further ro clear you in all that! 
let uscontront the privilidges and propeg® 
ries of the C.h1 iſti-n, it any (eparare they 
he is like a Man c::c'-ing the Crown with | 
out the Conquelt, bu: i!;< true Chriſtia|s 
reacheth one hand rt» the ticown and whl. 
the other holds his V/ apon, to fight ta i 
the Prize. that thro 0 Faith and patiena|! 
and unweariui Vol ving, be may in 
heri: the Promiſes: Vit: more excellent 
than the preciou:Promit{:+2»ut we muſt add 
Vertue ro our *ai:b r:- £1 w thoſe Promb 
ſes; rae Chriſtians Claim 15ingd-ed great |Þ 
for all arc yours ſayctl: 3, !-c:!, Bur ſuch |! 
AS 200 Chriſt s, ſayct} he, Dave crucified = l 
fleſh with its Infts an1 effcGions, | p 

Butto come nearer the conic xt, from 2, | 
ver. to this12.the 4 pottl {peaks of beleiv- 7 
ers attaining !ike precious faith with the 
Apoſtlesfor,thcir 1s but one fat; ( which 
the Apoſtles Bcleive. & pr.'pagate) once 
delivered to the $a n:5,as Ni. ] 0 layerh ; 
and ths faith 4&s 15.9. purifi-th the heart 
end life. And baving that ſame fairh of che 
Apoſtles, we ſkould live, accoraing to our | 
mcalurcs 


meaſures, as the Apoſtles, then ſhould the 
Pure and Primitive Church reyive ; Bur 


' 
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alas! Were St, Paul now at Rome, he 


thould find ic much more Heathen than in 


his time, and very unlike theſe whoſe 


Akich was ſpoken of through the World. 
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0 then if people wouid walk luitably ro 
that noble Gift cf Faitd, which 1s givcu 
US, 
2ly. Tic full InſtraQions, the Chri- 
ſtians have. All things, layes the Apoſile, 
that pertain to Life and Godlineſs, Glory and 
Vertue + We wait nothing to furniſh us for 
very goad Werk ; The whele Comuncil of 
v2P, AQts, 20, 27. All things to make us 
Goaly and Gioticas, we have the Word 
{ GOD to make us wiic to Salvation, and 
37 Spirit of GOD to lead ns into al 
Iru:h. Improve then your priviledges 
For, if ye now theſe things, happy are ye if y, 
db thenr 

Ay, We bave the preat Gift cf the 
Promiles, as the Apoſtle fayerth heic 5 But 
ret >20mngtheſe Promiſes let us cleanſe our ſelves 
'rcizz all filthineſs of flyÞ} and ſpirit, 2 Cor. 7. 
l. and take Lead leafl. ia promife being made 
lo as of entering into his Reſt) we fall ſhort : 
bur 5 Piery be joyned with the Promites, 


"tea we partake of the Divine Nature, 


Q at] 
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and have another Spirit, a new Heart, Ly 1, 
and new AﬀecQionsz and thus the aig cc 
are, in their mea\ue, Divimzed ard gol. 
ritualſed, and Created after GOD, Il; 
Righteouſneſs and true Heireſs. ore 
And ſo to conclute this truth, || 11, 
would warn you, not halily to carchy|h, 
the Promites, but labour to lay hold a 
them by a lively Faith and Well-doig|T; 
Be not too oariny, leaſt ye preſume; pron 
your title, firſt, And raen glory in you 
priviledges; make your {clives weet bt 
the Inherirance, and then vou are lured 
it; and let the glory of rhat great Clain 
indeer your Hearts ro Duty, to jovn you 
{elves in a perpernal Covenant with th 
LORD, neyer to be forgot. Fer. 5O, 


Sermon IL. |: 


The Duty and Diligence of the A 


Doſtolick Cmrat, 
or Goſpel Min'(ter, deſcribed : With tbe Mo 
ter and manner of his Preaching, and the 
Duality of Chriſtians in the time of the print 
of Ebriftianity, Upon Verſe, U2. 


i as Apoſtle falls now to a cloſs Ap | 
plication of the Doftrin, former!? | 


mentioned | 


SERMON Il. II 
| mentioned in this Chapter, wherein he 
w eclates the Duty c\{ the Miniffer, that he 
Whould not be negligent, bur bulic in the 
exerciſe of his holy Office. 2ly, The 
great Subject of his D-&trine, theſe Thing r- 

y, The way of his Inculczring the ſaid 
hearing upor the Hearts ot Peopie. And 
4y, The Qualificaticn of People in theſe 
Times. 


Dot 


———— 


] begin with 'the Firfft, b:th nes 
' " eatively and poſitively deicribed, 
which ccacheth us, That a Gifpel Aizniſter, 
ould be very intent upon hts great and weiph- 
ty Work, 't his St Peter dcciates of nimicll., 
and St. Paul alſo ircquently mentions his 
great buſineſs; T heic two Pillars, of the 
Church, the  poltles of the Carcumciſton 
& Unncircumciſion follow the the gr-atLu- 
minary, their Blefl:d Maſter, ard ſtand 
53 eminent Examples to all the Officers 
of the Charch of Chriic: And this Apolile 
deſcribeth his Duty. 


CS —_ SS x, =» x <o- : R as 3ST 


«| 1/t. In his care for the Good of Souls t6 
, whom he wrote. 
2ly. That be was not negligent, but Di- 
ligent in bis Imployment. 
Firſt, His great care for the Church, 


4 2nd the good of Souls; The care of Souls 
j | 2 is 
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is worthy to he fined from the moſt intey Go; 
five +f-tions of the H-art, Ir is ſuch? 
Pijous and Divine Aﬀ-Etion , that GOQH " 
Himfclt deſcribs His earneſt Compaſ oh 
to His People, therety : As our Saviny|,, 
ſhews us, in His Scrmon upon the Moun|,. 
Upon which account, St. Paul bids us b 
caieful for nothing, but by Prayer ani 
Supplication make ovr requeſt knowny 
GOD: And St. Peter ſo cxhorts alſo, caf 
ing all your caics upon GOD who care 
for you. 
It was our Saviour's care for Souls, tha 
brought Him from Heaven to us, and 
when on Earth, made Him ſo diligentto 
Preach, Pray, and Weep for his Church. 
This care of Souls went nearer St. Paal 
Heart, than all his troubles; for. beſide 
all things that are wichout (ſaid he) that 
which comes upon me dayly, the carefor 
all the Churches: The true natural Fa 
ther hath a great care for his Children, |; 
and the Spiritual Parent no leſs, for | haye |( 
no greater Joy \ifayeth St. John) than to | 
{ce my Children waiking in the Truth. |; 
F..r, Such is the {ubrility and Jabour |] 
of the evi] one, ro ſeduce and corrupt Out | 
Flock: And aijas! ſuch is che careleſnels_ 
and incutioulneſs of the moſt, as to 
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| SERMON. I 13 
" Spiritnol Matters, ( like Gallio carcing for 
none of thete things) and ſuch arc the 
j many incumbrancesanent the Worid.and 
what is worſt of all, even a careful Contr1- 
Mlynance of many, to proſecute their ſinful 
Uends; that a faithfu! Miniſter Mall find 
c great Reaſon uf {erious care, and even to 
| ay out with St. Paul, Who is ſufficient for 


Uitheſe things * For his truſt is great, his 
[Charge weighty.and hisOppoſition ſtrong, 
ind his peopl: for the moſt, running 
{:rioufly 10 purſait of their Juſts: Thar 
'[up.n ail theſe Conſiderations, he may 
|: a moſt faithful Watch-Man, and give 
' [t1mcous, Loud, fſeaſonable and impartial 
- [vatning toall ; that he may be free of 
' [their blood , This care will make him 
pend, and be ſpent for the interclt of their 
ſouls. The worth of a Soul is unſpeak- 
 |able, and the winning of a Soul 1s greater 
|than the winning of a ſtrong City ; And 
[ſuch as know the worth of a Soul, which 
|bOD made after His own Image ; And 
|Chriſt ſhed His Blood for, will chink they 
cannot be enough {ſerious in doing their 
Dutic in orderto its Salvation } this 
are, as it capnot but take up the man , ſo 
+ 1t yery cfiential tothe Holy Office, and 


may ſerve te take off the hearts of ſuch as 
are 
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are imployed,trom Waorldiy caresand yz 
nitiec, and to jet us about our Work with 
all care and (-rioulnels , knowing that x 
the wok i. great, [o:he Reward 1s gl 
riou:s and luch asturn many to righteayl. 
| n-(s ſhall ſhine as the firmament.Dan. [2.} 
And this care will ccrta nly not ſui 
fer any ſerious Vian, to be neglipent In hi 
Ofi-e, but very diligent and Gurtictult For, 
No Man that know: che great compaſka 
| of the Hi”h Prieſt, and his iuſp<ion 6 
yer all, with ſearching cyes like flames | & 
| fire, and that knows the naiural effects t | ft 
Sloth and negligence, c{pecially in con | i 
cerns of grearelt conlequence; and con | it 
| ſi.Jers the account of his Stewartſhip, and| ! 
hc great Glurv of b:ing fat:hful in his 
Genera!tt'm 3 will fxld his hands, to 
{] *p in {| th anil negligence: And in Re: 
gard that this n gligence, is ſo unbecoms 
ing a Manin Holy Orders, it4 will | 
be tuund to b* one of the greateſt defedts | 1 
cia Goſpel Viaiſter: Ah ! to be neglt | | 
gent when Saran is vegiiant, and when 0- | 
thers are baſic abouc their ſecular Callings; | 
toſl ep in the time of Harveſt, and to ſtand | 
;x1'e when the Vineyard hath need of. 
dreſhag, to be negligent in the concern 
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of Souls.and Salvation argues a great fecu- 
rity and unwor:hincls. 
And that thou be not negligent , 
Thon muſt mind the concerns and ends 
[oft  y holy Catling, that thou ſhun uns. 
necetlary diveifions, and lzave not thy 
Flock , lealt the Wolf come, and thou 
x| expAe thy {elf ro ftn,and diſrepute,ond thy 
people likea Corn-ficld, to be overgrown 
with Weeds: Fhou haſt work enough ar 
| Remse. to read, pray, contemplat GOD, 
{carch the Serrpeures, and like a good Phy- 
| fi-tan ftady the Cale of thy People, thar 
| 1:02 maveſf apply (wicable cures, and have 
| thy flock tn order, and ſuch a face of Re- 
| 1 gion tn it, that thou have the Applauſe 
of Man, and the Approbation of GOD . 
22d recerve that Exge, Ill aone , Good 
end Faithtall Servant. 
An3 tor the poſitive part, to be diligenc 
1s no lets neceflary, tor to riſe in the more 
ing an be i#le all the day, 1s no Ada 
vantage: the commen Incereſt: No, No, 
our \Work 5 worthy of our While ; and 
| ear Ca)iing of our Cair ond buſhnefs: Lec 
| ear Ertigence therefore appear . firſt in 
_ our Wiliing Gaing about our Work. as Sc. 
Put ipeaks, WT do this willingly : Which 


alhany, was fo in him that he proteſts 


Woe 
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IV oe unte me if 1 preach not the Goſpel, Cor:g, 
and St, Petcr pre {ch this Willingneſs, | 


Task Maſtcrs « f Z#zy;t, wearc anointed w 
ſhould cun ptaaiy. 

211, This Diiizence in a Goſpel Mini, 
ter CArrics in it the Ule of all the Means. 
that may lcive 10 reach the cndsof the 
Goſpel, as faithfull preaching , ſeaſonabk 
diſpenſation of the Sacraments, painful 
inſtro&ion of People, impartial Diſcipline 
and ſincere, carneſt and conſtant Deva 


on, which now [1 ſhall not evlarge upon, 
f1ace it 1S ad Cleram. 


And Jy, A firm and teddy reſolution 
to endure bardneſs, and neyer to com: 
plain of our Calling ; becauſe of the dit- 
fculries in this World that attend it : {o 
that in fine, if the buſtncis} of our Calling 
be our Work, our .Cair, our Duty, 
and Delight; we hope we ſhal! not be 
accounted negligent and incurious , but 
Concerned and Diligen:, by cur Great 
Malter; for it isa {mal thing io be judged 


Pet. 5 1. oilipcnce imports a delight , we - 
ſhouid rol veGed as tholfſraeliterunder thy - 


by Man, there is One that juadgeth, and 


that is the I OP.D. 


| Yer asthe Miniſters of the Goſpel atc 
Angels by their Commiſſi-n, they arc 


bur *Angels in the Body, ard have the 


crealutc 
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Treaſure of the Goipei in Earthen Veſlels; 
G thar Pe-ple mu'it lovk upon them not 
1; all ſpiric, rho they be labouring to walk 
a:certhe ſpirit, and receive their word, 
1otas the word of Man, but as indeed it 
i. the word of GOU: and as the beſt of 
men will not reſule ro cunfeſs their 1n- 
h:mities, elpecialy tor ſuch a holy Work; 
[0 ſhould not people, becauſe of their in- 
ficmites, Refuſe the word. but labour to 
b2 the more dil:gent themlſclyes; eſpects» 
ally in being Serious, folicitous and dili- 
ent in the raters of Religion, and their 
, | Soul : And when I conf1.ier, how buſte 
Men are about the World, and nimble in 
| purſuic of £::21r luſts, the little care they 
- | ':3ve of their Soul, and the concerns of 
- | tacir Salvation; how negligent they are 
0 | in duty and attending of Ordinances, 
8 | what Jiicle atrention goes along with their 
, | hearing, and lo {mal Meditation after it; 
© | | tear we may concluac that the great 
t | fault lyes at your cwn "door: Therefore; 
| | Good peopie, look to your Selves, beſtir 
] | your {elves more in the affairs of Religi- 
1 | 0n; and this will make your Paſtors 
| Sprighty, and animate them to be lively 

: | in praying for you, and Preaching ro you: 
: For dull people very much deadzns and 
| C:icourages a Goſpel Miniſter, and ir is 
very 
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1$ SERMON. IL. 
very fad tobe gathering good purpoſes 
very week tor a careleſs people, that wil 
{carſe gather to hear him,and if they c 
they oo much diſcover the Byals ot thei 
heart, which they have left hehind them 
I come now io the 28. to wit the 
ſubje@ matrcer of rhe Aveiile's writ 
ng 74 preaching, ro WIT TYP: ravva CONC 
ing thele things, which arc the rhings 0 
[ST the things ot Salvation, the | ( 
| a Concero ©f Sou's, and the things o 
ury and the Kinpdom of GOD; which 
things our LORD mentions. Fa%z 13. 17, 
If ve know theſe thinger, © I be Golpd 
and the great things thereot , mauttiy con 
tradicted by the World. 
oa .; . 50 that it is _cleariy obrvable, 
' that rhe boly Appaſther is ther writings 
and Preact ins ber ped ofoſe to the CGolſpet, and 
thisis the Theam that all vur Sermons 
ſhould aim ar, ro Preach CHRIST, and 
:he Glad clnngs through him; fr 12 (ub 
j2I of {o preat light, tharit it be well 
purſes, it will didipute all rhe Clans c> 
error, ignorance , fin and unbelict; its 
the lif2 and Soul of onr Religions andui | 
argues 2 yu decay whea Circamftances | 
are ptciſed with fo much vioience, and 
the ſubſtance of faith and hollneks, | 


: Brench 
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much negle&:d: The Phariſes ih old turn- 
ll] ed (np-rficial in their Religion. by their 
Z.:al tv: their traditions; and it 15 to be 
t| feared that Chriſtianity is much cxani« 
mate-!, by {nch a cry, for che outward 
part. with 19-9 ureat neglet of Charity and 
the h1:z(t of all; where only we can find 
the propirator yy. 

And to be more particular, theſe things 
that wr are mainly to inſiſt upon, may be 
taken up 1n theſe particulars following. 


[- The neccJia, or things abſoluty needfull 
to Sa vanin. 

2ly : he troſecutton of the great defign of the 
Gf pol. 

Jiy. {be Rizhe informing of what we have 
been, what we are, and what we ſhall be. 

4ly.The conſideration »f the laſt things, ſo nſe- 
ful for the ſalvation of onr ſouls, and (0 
clearly manifeſted in the Goſpel. 


Firſt, the things abſolu'ly neceſſary for 
alvationzas the crue K10wledge of GOD, 
ind the Mediator, an.i the operations of 
le Holy Ghoſt, in the illumination and 
anctification of our hearts; Thele are the 
Revelation of that mvſt-ry, that was hid 
irom ages, which refreſh the Soul in the 
rUc 


20 SERMON Il. | 
rrue knowledge of GOL, ana direfts ow 
Spictt co worſhip bim in tpirity, and þ 
tr.:th; and to,love, fear, cbey and chop 
him, as our Portion, cre and hereafte, 
wiich overawerh tits lonl with a reve. 
entlal fear of his na'ne. and ſka:{cch x 
broad Divine love 1Q our hcar:s, whereby 
we arc vetty much Ret:cthud with the 
Bread of Angels and Saint : And .. hen we 
look upon GOUDU, 11 the Mediator, we 
take him up aright: And by our apply ir 
of, and imploying CARIST in his Med 
atorial office, we come to ger Viſtory 06 
ver Hell and Death; and by the commit 
ing our ſelves to the Guilance of the Spi 
rit, it makes a (pwit of Glory Reſt upon 
as: It fills our hearts with 2 wonderous Ju 
bilation and joy, and firs us; t© have on 
Converſation in Heaven, from whence we look 
for the Saviear. Phil. 3. 20. 

21y, The proſfecuci'5n of the great deſign 
of the? Goſpel; We are taught by the 4, 
2-2-ance of the Grace of GOD, to deny all un- 
g:1:ineſs and Worldly Infts, and to live Golly, 
Righteouſl., and Soberly in this preſent World, 
Ti::2. 10. This tsthe right management 


of our Knowledge and Chriſtian Calling) 
whereby we are direted and affited,. ro 
put in Practice our hoy Religion. 

Zly. And 
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My, And it is very behoovfu] in our 
'| Chriſtian Courſe, well to conſider, what 
we have been, that we may be humbled; 
| To conſider what we are, that we may be 
| Cautious, and Circumipe&t ; And IJabour 
to grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge 
to our LOR UL JESUS CHRIST); To an- 
wer ourGoſpel Education in all tke Re. 
| lations and Turns, and Exigents of our 
| Lite: And what we ſhall be, is beſt known 
by, 
%. The conſideration of the Noviſfima, 
or Loſt Things; I hat weentertain [frequent 
Medirations of Death, that {> we may be 
ready when GOD'S time comes; To be 
wiſe to conſ1der our latter End, and wiſely 
to number up our Dayes; To Judge our 
(elves that we be not condemned at the 
Laft Judgement, To confiier Hell, that 
we may put a Beacon oyer Tophet, ro flee 
irom it. And to recreat our ſelves with 
the Proſpe& of Heaven to encourrape vs. 
To make meet for that Inheritance, with the 
Saints in Light. 
N::w chart all theſe things may be layed 
to Heart, entertained and improved in 


our Chriſtian Life, I ſhall tubjoyn theſe 
| Reaſons following, 


| 


| ſk, The 
| 
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aſt. The Orignal of theſe things. 
Sly, Theſe things coma our Right and | 
Titie to Glory. 

Had Jy, They contain our Portion and 
Patrimon; in HEAVEN. 


Firſt, There Original, They ate «1 
from above, I hey ate wholy Divinc, th 
Er rnal Truth of the Eternal G OD, 
They are neither Humane Inventions, na 
Traditions, but the 1':iRarcs of Eterna 
Realon ;fo Pure, fo Excelicnt, lo Tru, 
and (o Juſt, that they dilcover the Foun 
tain from whence they flow : The Gol 
pel then is a Divine Thing, every I ruth 
thereot is a Ray of Ercrnal Light, and the 
Preaching of the « roſs ot CHRIST, tho 
to the ay World, of no une, 4 
ing te the Jews @ ftlumbling block, ana to 

Greeks fooliſhneſs , Yap it to be Gloried 
1n, by true Beleivers, as the Iflue of E 
ternal Love, and the great produd of Hes 
venly Council and Cuvenant; *Tis whol- 
ly compoled of Glories, diſcovers unto us | : 
the everlaſting Love, Precious CHRIST, | « 
and Precious Promiles, great Rewards, and 
an Eternal Crown. 


ly, Theſe Things contain our Title #0 Glory, | 
out 
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| Our Chanter of Inheritance with the Saints, 
ia Light ; Which Compoſed according to 
the Terms of the Covenant of Grace ; 
That GOD is our GOD, and we His 
Peopie, Which Charter w: ſhould un 
derſtand, as being ſcaled with the Word 
ard Oath oft GOD : And upon our part, 
ougl:t to be ſealed with perſevering Fide- 
litv, fo that we need not run to turn the 
jeaves of our deſtiny, 1n ihe ſ{ecrer Coun. 
cii of GOD, but ſearch the revealed Will, 
that our names, by Well doing, may ap- 
pear tO us, to be written in the Buok of 
Life 
Jv, Theſe things contain Our Portion and 
Heavenly Pairimonie, For, 1 Cor: }. End, 
If we be CHRISTs, ell is ours. If Genuine 
Chriftians, Then are we Sons, Heirs and Co- 
heirs with CHRIST. Gal: 4 7- The 
Uvfearchable Riches of CHRIST arc 
Thine: We ſhould then ottcn read our 
Charter, rejoice in our high Deſcent, im« 
prove our Priviledges, as the Children of 
G()D. and Jabvuur ro comprehend with 
all Saints, the dimenſi-»0s of the Love of 
GOD, {eek to have a heart to theſe things 
for they contain a great prize , if not put 
in the hand of a fool: Thele Things are 
the Light of a Chriſtian and the COT 
O 
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o chem, the Condult of a Believer, a 
the Belcif of theſe T bings , his T.rown, 
And as to the manner of the Apoſtle} 
bearing in theſc | hings upon People, ishl5; 
way of Remembrance; Golpel Miniſtag, 
are ſubordinate Mediators, b:rwixe GC "þ 
and I'eople, Thcy arethe LORD", R 
| memb-ances, ior 62. 6. 7, For Mi" 
Peoples Good.and Peoples Remembranaf” 
| of their Duty ro GOD, they muſt warne, 
admoniſh , Remember and inculcay 
Truth upon Peoples hearts, by frequen 
Admonition and Repetition, Phil: 3, 3 
But this Remenibring being ſo mud 
mentioned, by the Apoſtle here, I ſhall 
refer to a particular aiicourſe ere I conclude 
this ſubjcA, any {ol come to the laſt par 
rieular. 
Which containeth the Knowledge and 
ERabliſhmenr of Chriſtians, in che prime 
of Chriſtianity, and clearly informeth w 
oa: 2, Of the exatt Inſtruction and ſtabi- 
__ ** Iity of Primitive Chriſtians, in the 
Faith. The Prophets ftorerold rhis Light 
that the Peoplc ſhould be all raupheof 
GOD. Which is clearly fuifalled under 
the Goſpel,as you may ice by comparing 2 
Chap: of s:. John. with 2, Chap of the Ads 
For 1n effe@ Ignorance is the greateſt im. | 
pediment | 


| 
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diment of the Comfort and Duty of 
Kligion, and a great Prognoſtick of a fa- 
ral and judicial ſtroak, it hindereth the 
\&ion of Religion, and the Pleaſures 
xf it, and puts People in an Element, 
here Satan the prince of darkneſs, wotks, 
and hinders them from the Light and Li- 
xrty of the Children of GOD, 


Sermon ? 
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SERMON III 


Sermon L1I: 


The Expediency and Uſefulneſs of the Mex, 
for the Advancement of. Praflical Religim! 
Ani the ſport while that Goſpel Miniſters, ea 


be ::(eſw! to the Church- 
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L ihiuk it meet as long as Taminthis Tabernacl, 
to rememberyouct:tele Things, Perſe, 13. 


pz HIS Scrious and Experienced &+ 

| poſtle, doth in this Verſe ven 
'ol& unto us, the reſulc of his Maturelt 

: thoughts, that 1: judged it expe- 
gent to utc all laudable Means, for t 
ſerving of the Ends of the Goſpel; And 
declares his fixed Reſolution, to the Term 
of his Lives End z As long as be is inbir To 


bernacle foto do: Which affords tous chele 
following Obſerycs. 


Iſt. The Expediency, Uſefulneſs and Conve- 
ntency of all laudable and approved Meant, 
for the Propagation ef the Goſpel. 

2ly, That the beſt of Men cannot more bt 
uſeful to the Church , but during their 4: 
bode in this Tabernacle of thc Body. 
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As to the F iſt, Miniſters Gauld Preach 
nothing but what is Expedient. 
Ufetul and rending to Edification; 
And they ſhould be atthe pains ,co.ſele& 
and wyle well what they lay, that with 
the Preacher, they may ſearch out fit and ac- 
ceptable Words, ICC: 12. 9. alltbings are lew- 
ful to me (layeth St. Pax!) but all things are 
not expedient : Every thing is good 1n its 
ſealon, and every Paſtor ſhould learn of 
Chriſt ro ſpeak a word in lealon to ſouls: 
Bur [ ſhall inſiſt moſt upon the expediency 
of the uſe of means, for the Good of fouls; 
For, -GOD that bath ordained the end, 
hath appointed the means whereby co at- 
tain it. | 
Now The great mean. to know GOD 
and the Mediator, is by droppihg in whol- 
| ſome DoQrine into the Ears and, hearts 
of People, yea, alſo ail the fſubſcrvient 
means for that end are to be oblerved, as 
the conyiction of {in , the diſcovery 
of rhe evil of fin, the beauty: of 
Grace and holineſs ſound and felid direcs 
10ns for the Government of our life, and 
the diſcovery of that Glory thar isto: be 
Revealed-, to animate Chriſtians to a 
{tr1t and 44 life: And to be more 
:* ___ Jar 


DoR: 1. 


" "Er  o)] FF et 
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particular, l ſhall comprehend this, 


theſe following heads: - 
bY REES" + Ipre 
1 ,- The neceſſity , | 
aiy-Tbv'wvþc "ye 1 oft PREACHING || hc 


ye 
the 


Py: Whattbings ave not convenient tv 
enfRed upon. 
aly what things are moſt uſefull and exptdi 

ent for the Good of ſouls, "Y 


ﬀ 

Firſt, the neceſſity of Preaching the Gd 
pel; How can+they beleive without a Preache) 
And it pleaſed GODby the Fooliſhneſs of Pread: 
ing to (ave Souls. 1 am not aſhamed of the Goſp 
of CHRIST (ſaycth the Apoſtle ) Rom: 4, 
18, For it is the Power of GOD unto Salvatin 
to every one that believ:th, tothe Jew firſt au 
elſo tothe Greek, GOD can indeed work 
without means, and aboye them, becauſe 
heis abſolute Maſter of the hearts of mien, 

bur he hath choſen this way, hath ſanRik. 

ed it by his ſpirit in the Prophets, by his 

Son while in the Fleſh and by hisAppoſtles 

after CHRIST. which hath been that ap- 
proved and wonderful engine, to convett 
the World, and to edific and build up 
che Church, whoſe Officers, ſince the A- 
polfles, ſtand under an Apoſtolick preceps, 
| 21im 
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2 Tim. 4. 2: to preach the Word, (0 that they 
muſt be very ſelÞ-cqyceircd , proud and . 
prelumptuous that think it below them to 
hear the Word ; For, altho Men {peak it, 
yet it is the DiQate of GOD Himſelf : Altho 
they may uſc other means, as Reading and. 
Conference , yet GOD hath-commanded 
us not to forlake the aſſembling of ,our- ſelves 
zogetber , and many have found, it experi- 
metitally true , that there is {ome latent 
Energie and Force in the Ward preached, 
to whichGOD hath promiſed bis bleſſhng, 
2ly.The expediency of Preachinp.Some 
things ate lawful but not expedient, bur 
things that are neccflary are alwayes expe- 
dient, eſpecially in Things that.are abſo- 
ſolutely neceſlary to..our Salyation, and 
the Expediency, Pheaſableneſs, Conveni. 
ence and Ulefulneſs of Goſpel Preaching, 
as it was the practice of CHRIST and His 
Apoſtles, ſo hath it been the conſtane 
Courſe of the Church in all Ages, from 
Moſes to CHRIS Tthe Word of the LORD 
| did drop by _— and from the F, 
to the 2d: Advent of CHRIST ic fhall be 
ſo: For the Conſideration of. the Divine 
Special Preſence in Church Aſſemblies 
the Influence that an auditory may haye 


upon the Preacher: and the ſweet ang 
gentle 
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gentle Voice inthe Goſpel, with all oth 
Circumſtances, makes it out to be ye 
pheaſable, and expedient to haye th 
c_ mn only _ bur gre nl 
Applyed every Lords day ; this except pe 
ple be obdurate, ſends in light to the $% 
warmeth the Heart with chearful Atﬀet 
ons, and produceth ſo much good, as 
be a bond of Religion , ſo that we tear, i 
the Chutch doors be ſhur, that the Exp 
diencie and necefſrie'of Preaching woult 
roo ſoon appear , and the peoples carriag 
would but too ſadJy anſwer the F£.poſth 
Queſtion, "How ſhould they believe with 
s Preacher? Then perhaps ſome who ca 
remned the- Church and publick Pread 
ing, may wander from one ſea bank to anothe, 
20 ſeek, the Word of the LORD, and not find 
—_ S. 2 hs EW 
3ly- at things are not conyenient 
co be infiſted upon + Preaching : And 
firſt,l humbly conceive; that it is not very 
fit to be too daring in our DoQtrine anent 
the Council and Decrees of GOD , eſpecially 
£ conclude from them any thingtha 


*% 


may encroatch upon the goodneſs atzd met 
cic of our Good and Gracious GOD, it 
better with humble modeſty to'cry out, 
wil St. Pazl, O the depth, exc, 2, Nm 

no 
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not very needful to in{tft much upon C1r- 
cumſtances, for iuch are but Time-purpoſez, 
and the leaſt of Policy in ordcr to Religi- 
on: And it had been weil for this Chutch, 
if cheſe had been much mourc m1. i2rca 
and mutilated , ai: true ©o:pel 1ruth, 
and Doarine according to Grd line!s, 124 
been mcre purſued. Neither JV, £5 it fi: 
to cry out publickly againfi ſince, x5 
| cept there hath been lawful previous &c- 
monition, for refleftions may exaſperatc 
and imbitter the heart, whereas the Coul- 
pel Spiric, is Tender, Mcck., Kind!v, and 
Gentle; and it is much more dgfiteabic ro 
be, a Barnabss, a ſon of Coniolationg than 
Boanerges, Sons of Thunder. Tr is true, #9 
ery aloud and not ſpare , may 2c [lmetimes 
ſcaſonable, but a c:lm ycoicc hath GOD 
in it, and may be much more profitable. 
4ly. Irs not very faic to ve too peremp+ 
try abuurt marks, left vie mif{ake the 
marks; The *pitit of GOD intcea gives 
marks inJicripture;, particuiarty, in the 
Firſt Epiſtle of Saint Fobn, but the Spirit cf 
Man is fallible, as to the application. 

4ly. What wc acc to inſiſt on ; and 
that is to preach the whol: Council of COD, 
Ads 20.29. Jude 20. &c. 21y. To build up 
people in their holy Faith. Ny, To watt: 
C/ery 


J2 SERMON lI. 
every man in all Wildom. 4ly. Tolhate 
preach up morality , whatever things aa[;ims 
Tuſt, Honeſt, and of good Report, C9l. 1.9] B 
PHil. 4. ©O. &c. ro perſwade people nf{{61d 
tacſe. CE | Wy 


21y, Tobſerve that the beſt 

Dofrinn Men have their great Work 

3 ado tro the good of the 
Church , white they arein| 7 

this Tabernacle; Here*s the time of ploy: 
ing and (owing, in order to our great hat: 
veſt, We muſt work while it is called the dg, 
for the aight cometh wherein no man worketl, 
John g. 11. What ever our hand findeth to &, 
we mult de it with owr might , for there ir 
knowledge nor work in the grave, Ecl.10. g. The 
preſent time is the (eaſon of preaching, * 
if he will hear bis Vojee, Ete long the Paſtor's 
Mouth will be cloſed, as well as your Ears, | th 
GOD uſerh not to ſend a Seminary from | cc 
the Dead, topreach the Goſpel, the Live | be 
ing ſhall praiſe Him, and a for Him , | of 
tor in this ſhort Life all our Buſſineſs muſt | f 
be done inorder to Erernitie, tke LORD | » 
doth not Cauſe preach to the ?Nead, for, 
in the ſtate of Separation our Bodily Ot- 
gans areconſumed, and the S:5ul is under | 
its everlaſting Sentence, its therefore ablo- | 


# 


Jutely 
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lately neceſſary that we plve our Work in 
time, with all Alacrity ard Diligence. 

But this muſt be more particularly un- 


folded, by the conſideration of thele fol« 
lJ-wing heads. 


1. The great care that ſerious men ſhould 
| have to make uſe of the Seaſon. 
21y. Their great Diligence that they ſhould 
manifeſt in their weighty Work. 
Jly. The Frailty and Brittleneſs of our mortal 
Life,our Soul is in a Tent or Tabernacle 


4ly. The Reinforcement of the Remembr ance 
#pon this accaunt. 


1, Ihe great Care that Serious Men 
ſhould have to make uſe of the Seaſon. 
This is not the Work of Yeſterday, for 
that is paſt and cannot be recalled, nor of 
co Morrow, for we know not what then may 
be Prov. 27: 1. Therefore we ſhould not boſt 
of it, for we know not what a Day may bring 
forth. But it is the Work of the Preſent 
z» wy Or Inſtant , which paſleth as a 
Thought and will not abide Delayes, and 


as we know nor, if we ſhall preach ano- 


This is the Way, But this they may know 


ther Day, ſo people know not how long 
the Voice may be behind them, ſaying 


that 


SERMON II 
that itis the Voice of GOD, that call&,y 
them, and they know not how ſom.ars 
it may be ilent, and the Heayenly Ora ing 
give no more Reſponſc, as | 

2ly, The grear diligence that Serioga ng 
Men ſhould manifeſt in their Weightfyir 
Work : Their Work is a Harveſt,the[J, T 
bourers ſhould be bufie, and tho GON ;er1 
dothnot allow. that with too faſt drivin 
we pur our ſelyes out of Breath, yer ſud hr: 
the Work tho very weighty is ſo plealanl n+ 
and ſo neceflary, and the exerciſe of the] Gt 
greateſt Charity cet the World , to df in 
good to Sonls; and ſince we have anoint| w; 
1ng Otl and the Aid of the Spiritro cnabl] ty 
us, we ſhould not be idle nor taken up wit 
Triffles and vain things, and elſpecalh 
ſhun all worldly and (infull Diſtra&ies,| fc 
that we may be well excerciſed in ſo good 
and neceſlary a Work. 

3l;, The frailty and Brittleneſs of ou 
mortal life; Oar life is both ſhort and un 
certain, we arr Pilgrims on Earth and lo: 
jurn as all vur Fathers have done. our Soul 
is 1na tent, and our lite is bur Tranktent, 
ambulatory, ani tranſitory, we are Pil 
grime, Souldicrs, ſtrangers, and not al 
home, we have no continuing abode here; 


the Tabernacle and Tent may 1oon bt 
Rl lowed 
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owled. & our paſhng houſe fall abeut our 
ars : Which as it ſhould prevent our tak- 
ing our Reſt on Earch, fo ſhould it make 
us buſie, white we are in this Tabernacle 
and animat2 us inallour travels on earth, 
with our priviiedge that we ſhall come to 
a [emple, and bavea Houſe with GOD, E- 
ternal in the Heavens. 

4ly. The Reinforcement of the Remem- 
brance upon this account;the Apoſtle makes 
much uſe of this Word, for Miniſters are 
GOD's mouth, they ſhould admoniſh and 
incite People to duty; People ſhould be 
warned; for they are ſecure, and become 
tuchy, when chey are awakened, they are 
ready to ſay, Peace Peace, before ſudden de- 
ſttuction Come. We ſhould there- 
fore ſeek (uppiic to our Lamps in time, 
and to have our Wedding Garment in 
hand againſt the Bridegroom come; there 
be many things togive us Memento, and 
Miniſters ſhould never forget to giye this 
warning . bur labour to keep people on 
toot to Run their Race unto the End. 
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l 
the 


er? 


Me 


Of the Pratiical Knowledge of Death, end thi my 


Information and Warning that the LORDI vv 


giveth ſome of His Favourites thereef- 


———— 


<——_—_ _ OO 


Knowing that ſhortly I muſt put off this Tabernacly, 
Ferje, I4, 


ſti]] upon readinels to render it up 


on his Maſter's Call, with all 
Chearfulneſs; And tho he was animated 


to Duty by an extraordinaty Help of the 
Spirit; Yetche Knowledge, he was ſhorth 
to put off bis Tabernacle, did (crve as a mo- 
tive in him, to excite him in {1is holy 
Work:” As his Maſter before him, Jobs, 


9 4- 2 Wherein we may Conſider. iſt, 
His Reſolution, PraflicalKnowledge of bis ap- © 


proaching diſſolution. 21y, His favourable Re- 
preſentation of Death, a putting off this Tabert 


nacle, and giving the Soul more room to com- 


peree 


LTHO (no doubt.) this Holy and | i: 
A Reverend Father, had his Soul 
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mverce with GOD. ZI, Hi more than ordi- 
nary Information of this bis Deſeace. 

As to the Firft, we may obſerve, that 
the Prattical Knowledge of Death __,. 
erves much to make ſerious m_ 
Men well Employed : All min know they 
mult die, but few conſider ana improve it 
Which maketh Moſes in che Name of the 
LORD {lo patherically, cry out, O that 
they were wiſe to conſider their latter End, 
Deut. 32. 26. And Jeremiah {o ſadly to 
lament, That Jeruſalem was taken away, 
becauſe ſhe knew not ber laſt end: The belt of 
Men have layed this to Heart, T1 have run, 
\ayetn St. Paul. Cor: g. 20. For, 

Death puts a Period to all Buſineſs, 
Eccleſ: 9. iO. Death puts us, ab agendis, 
a Judgement immediatly tollows, where 
account muſt be given of our Stewart- 
ſhip: Who is then that faithful Servant, that 
when the LORD cometh ſhall find ſo doing ? 
and bulic about his work: Do not ſay, the 
LORD delayeth his comming, let not 
GOD's Patience make thee procraſtinate, 
but be the more buſfic, that thou haſt a day 
[to labourin. 2lvy. If thy Work be im- 
pertect and not done, ir will remain un- 
| done for eyer, and except Chriſt ſtand 
for thee, thou will enter imperfeft to 
Eternity 
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Sodom, Belſhazer, the Rich Glutton, Hy 
[Annanias and Sapbira, and others are Beayfl,. : 
to thee, to guard againſt precipices , an, 
learn thee to be conſiderate, practically 
think upon thy latter End. _ 
And yet further this praQtical knowledgl,, 
of Death is very ulcful ro advance pra, 
cal Religion, Eo 
iſt. Guarding againſt ſccurity, and ſurprie # 
2ly. Stirring #p men to plie their work al ye; 
time well. thi 
Zly. To diſſerm death of its Sting and dread 
OuY - ; 


4ly. To prepare us for our deceaſe. 


Firft, This praftical knowledge of Death | x 
iaves us irom the preaicſt ot evils, a 
that is ſecurity and ſurpriſe, in a matter 
of ſuch a conſequence, as paſling ro our | q 
final Doom ; Security is the greac Temy- 
tation : And it produceth moſt dierful 


d 
F 
cfteAs, as the Old World, and Wordly | « 
t 
| 


men.,ſet forth byChriſt in the cale of Dive, 
doth declare: It layes the hold open to the 
enemy, and takes the man cft the Stage 
of time, cre he hath done apy good in tt. 
Sudden deſtruion follows ſuch as cry 
Peace; It hath made tall Cedars : | 

U | 
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Sernicy. It is dangerousto fleepour tine, 
Wr trifle it, but rather if thou haſt loitered, 
Wouble thy diligence. 
q This pra&ical knowledge of Death conz 
erns all Men; Omnes Tangit, from the 
ovrt to the Countrey, ſrom the Palace 
to the Cottage, Death hath an Univerſal 
Empire over all Ranks, Sexes & Agess 
Goodneſs , Greatneſs, Riches, and the 
fl Createſt power and ſtrength cannot pre- 
yent ir, bribe it, nor oppoſe it: It 1s 
[the Meſſenger of the Great King. Ir cans 
*[not be deforced : diſce mori, learn to die, 
5a great leſion, it isa great principle in 
Prattical Rel1igion,as noſce teipſum, to know 
thy (elf is neceſſary : Death comes upon 
many with a ſurpriſe and unaware.!t creeps 
on, Gray harcs are here and there on us 
ere we advert: There are ſome inconſi- 
derate, and layes it not to heart; Some are 
dead and drowned in intereſt, and ſing a 
Requiem,whilc perhaps immediatly their 
Soul may be taken from them: Some 
put off the day of Death, and many run 
to another extream , and haſten their 
Death bv ſenſuality, and look upon it as 
fatality. and ſo grow careleſs, Some are 
ſo {welled with the World, that they can 
' uot here mementy fill; but the old World, 
| Sodom 
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tto be awake and to be armed, le 
not fix our Repoſe upon Earth whii 
1t cannot be had, for the Voice 
And to be thus prepared, geliversus frail 
the dreadour of Death: For, bow dres 
ful is Death to the Man at caſe > ſaid'thi« 
{on of Sirah, .mns 
21y, The praftical knowledge of Dean 
cannot but make any Serious Man ww 
plye bis Work in;time, it will not (a 
fer him to delay and put off; Our Lit} / 
3s buc a Vapour and very uncertain, anltc 
therefore, we ſhould do our Work now af 0 
never, we ſhould neither boeft of to morrow,| 
NOr putt of till to morrow , but do the Worth© 
of the Day : Accidents and Incident rros|* 
bles and diſeaſes may ſoon lay us by, bf] 
the blaft of the Wrath of GOD; For; |* 
men are but Graſs, &c. Ila. 4O. ©. : 
Jy, To diflarm Death of irs ſting and|' 
dreadour; the moſt of men live under the | * 
bondage of the fear of Death, the moſt of | 
their time: And certainly, to haye the 
praftical knowledge of it, would make 
the conſideration of Death, to be calc 
and familiar tous; When we can ſay, 
with Job, 1 know that thou will bring met 
death, And Death gathers a great and 
yEnomous 
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gycnomous ſting, it we Jabour not to res 
Imove fin, and intercſt our ſelyes in the 


4 Death of Chriſt, and then we may r1- 
W.mnph with St. Pax!, O death where i thy 
na > 


4ly, This practical Knowledge, ſerves 
i&o prepare us tor cur death and to make 
s ready torender upour Scul, that we 
may cxpire in the arms of Chriſt, and 
with old Simeon, have Chriſt in our Arms, 
Jand therefore defirc to depart in Peace; 
And this praticel Knowled e, ſerves much 
Ito make us lead a good Lite, which is the 
xlonly way to a happy Death. 
|  Letthis then iearnall Chriſtians, (eſpe- 
pI cially Goſpel Miniſters} ro ſtudy 
v|chis pradtical Knowledge of Death, Afp: 
x waich macc St. Chryſoſtome lay, 
pþ| Offeramus DEO valuntarie quod jro debito debe- 
mur reddere, give that ficcly ro GOD 
| 


which we owe in Debt, to Him : Miniſters 
| of the Goſpel ſhould be mortified, their 
| Life ſhould preach Mortification,they have 
| a great account to make at Death, and 
| therefare by their Well doing. ſhould undo 
.| it, There are no men who have more need 
of Wildom than they, and it is the great: 
«| eſt Wiſdom to conſider our Latter End. 


$ the 


21}, The fayourable Repreſentations 


* —_ a—_— { > a wow 
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the A _ ore givesvof Death; *a pmiriyy cm: 
off or Nagin own this Tabernacle, Wil 

Where obſerve, That Dead 
Dof: 24. not dreadful:1o the Godly ; Nate La 
may ſhrink, bur Faith prev: ne 

Dcath is bra long flcep, the Grave at 
mirory, it 15 but a raking up of our Te 7 
and a paſſin co our Fathers Houſe, leave jai 
17g Our Pilgrimage 0 poſlels our Inhek po 
cance : Death 1s very kindly to a well w| on 
{volved Chriſtian, it puts our Body in| of 
Chamber, vives us a Covert from tif dic 
{torm, Iſa: 26. 20. In which tate of #|kn 
paration, we have no more lenſe to fe th: 
than the Duſt we ly amonglt, the irkſoms | 70 
ne(s 1s only in eur Apprehenſion : Ic ise&e] liv 
common fate of all Mortals. We cat | act 
rel how. we did grow in the Womb, by [a 

i::3 how we ſhall rot 1n the Grave : 
Body was an Inſtrument of fin, ir ft 
be corrupted, and in a manner refined 
in the Grave, to riſc incorruptible at Li 


Relurrefion. 1 


Let us then pay the debt of nature fre 
willingly , and with a ſort of Holy EF 
concur with GOD, and lay down ou 
bernacle with Toy , ; and —_ up {ont 
Soul with Delight, that having our Wotl C 
Jone and our Loins oirt 1p, we -mmay | A 
mou. 


a 
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moynt.Nebe with Moſes, and flec coHea 
| with Eljob. 
34h. Come I now to com nigicr, how the 
Loa. did FE mir ſile of : his Death : 
Some, es this r cothe.ticme of. his 
Death, ſome to. the, manger - akbjtits -; 25 


Fobn 21. 1G, Thouſhalt follgy me bengefier, RC. 
ith Chriſt to bim : 1 ſhall not be very 


poſitive in determining,providing thart this 
one general be obſerved , that the Term 
of our Life is unce1iain; we know we mult 
die, but when, how, or where, 13 only 
known 75 God ; there is n0 Orack: bur 
that of God wbici can clear us ; and Ho- 
roſ{cops, as they ate roo daring; in med- 
ling with the ſecrei things ofGod,& as tney 
are dangerous, {oare they frequently fa. 
FOR and Foal the Curious Enquirer as 
E-Was : POP "4c 
Boovay beobfirved. —_ 
fame F rovig: have much more of Det 9 
GODS Mind in NE than the 
genergitty of Men. 

addthe.fh LIN es 
trom thncit Maſter, and did Iy down -— 
dic; and thic Sons of the Prophets knew, 
and ſaid to Eliſha, Knoweſt thou nor thac 
Cod will take away thy Maſter thisday ? 
| And God doth mletaily i1n{taunate bi 


C 2 Wil 


yen 


( 


..45 
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il! 1n this by Dreams anq$Viſions in 
Night. A 


'O then labour to do thy work, x 
then thou hks no more adoe but ito & 
Die 'datly and this will fit thee for thy 
and (tate thou kiows nor the hour, w 
1111 thoir get thy dying Call. 


6) 
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Sermon V. 


Of the Endeavours Faithfteel Manifters have t5 
their Labours uſeful to People, after 


make 
their Deceaſe, and to fix ſuch Monuments as 
may ſerve after»Generations., Ver-15. More- 


over, ec. 


— 


F all the Offices and Works in the 
() World, the Work of the Mis» 
niltry is moſt : for Eternity, it's 

|all Divine, it came frcm Heaven , and 
trends thither; ſo that a Gofpel Mini- 
| ter, according to his Meaſure, may ſay 
[| with St. Paxl, I-received it not from Man. It's 
the Eternal Word which they Preach ; the 
Sonls ro whom rhey Preach arc Immortal, 
and the Reſult of it, rends to Ecernal Life. 
The Painter Appelles placed an imaginary 
fame in acurious Draught , and many for 
the Apprehenſion of. a. Fame make them- 
(elves infamous ; as Alexander was called 
| Totius Orbis Predo : But the Word of the Lord 
"=. = endur” 
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endureth for ever, | Pet, 1. 25. which by 
Goſpel is P reached unto you. B / 
any m:ns Reputation dies hay | C 

their Names ro: : Bu Gaitaful Pieachin| d 
never dies, God BawRegifter of it, if] c 
receiveil in the Heavens, impreſſed upa 
the Hcarts Of Converts, tnereby is a'liv 
ing -Monument 'efedted , in the Ling 
of Men. ' Ye arc our tpiftle ({ayes StiPel | Þ 
to the Gorinth2ans; and 'hough Faichful Ne 
| 


0 
Pp 


6 


niſters do not ſucceed ; yer their Reward 
is with their GOD, 214 thejr Enge wait 
them in Heaven, W711 done thor 2939 ad 
Faithful Servant. 

Mort particulariy . !:t ns conſider the 
parts of this Text in rizcle particulars, 


I. The Endeavours of tbis Faithful Minife. 

2, The extent of bis Endcaumurs, even afier 

bis Deceaſe. 

3. The Incuicating the Thinzs of the Goſptl, 
Jo as they may taks Impreſſion 5 way of Rt: 
 membrance u99m the'Hearts of Men in «ll 

Apes. 


Firſt, The Entteayours of this faidkfu! | 
Minifter: And it teacherh us of thrs (acred 
employ ment,to toHow this Copy, to000- | 

thutes toll [2 "ny : Cavan od | 
crioute our beſt cndedvens for the £0 


0; | 
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of Souls : This is all that man can. do, 
Paul can but Piant and Azollo water, but 
GOD wives the increaſs: And tho aur en- 
deayours be fruſtrate, yer if we do our 
duty, our judgement is with the LORD: 
We are bur diſpenſers of tne means of 
Grace. Ir is the LOR) that giveth 
Grace, and we ſhould be earneſt with 
pcople, not to receive the Grace of GOD 
in vain, or that diſpenſation, wizercin rhe 
Grace of God 1s given, thet 1s, the Preach 
ing the Goſpel of CHR1S1. 

We ſhould contribute ovr curme{t en» 
deavours; for the work is orver,” 190 Op- 
| poſition ſirong: And ftnce we bhavereccive 
ed this Miniſtry, let us not faint. ont 
Bleſſed Saviour in his Mintiteriaj Office | 
was fruſtrate , How often would I bawe ga- | 

þ+ 
| 


Y 


end. 1 E- f, £ 


th:red the , ſaycth he to Jeruſa!wm, andzc 

would not> i er us do our duty thenz and - | 

commit theEvent to GOD. : 
21ly, T he Extent of 61s Endeavours ec - , 


niter hasMinifterial ﬀeQtions for theGlo- 
ry ot GOD. and the good of the Churcn 
they cannot confine their wiſhes to thc 


| riate in their defires , and it ir were po{- | 
' ſtole, they could tarry while CHRIST | 
COMC 


little compals of a ſhort time, they cxpa= ., + 


yen after his Deceale: A Faichia) Mini- I 1” 


; 4 | SERMONTY. 
C ( as it was groundleſfly f(1jns 
Dy the Beloved Diſciple.) They wel th 
Slad to improve the opportunity, © 
. Vutto conſider more particularly, 
1mport of this his endeavour, it is cerran 
_ doth 4 _ mend in a Ghol 
(Oo preaen to them atter his | 
for GOD uſeth nor to {end to a _ 
from the Dead, the diſpenſation of the 
Golpel is now, to Day ive will hear hz 
Voicez (o is it to be underſtood of his &; 
UONs 1n time, as Abel tho dead yer ſpeak 
th, Moſes his Word yer Jjudgech; -and1the 
Hand Writings of Ordinances yer {ta 
while they be cancel'd: Thus CHRIST, 
Word ſhall Judge Men at the Great D; 
and good Works ſhall have their & pit 
bation then; And the Womar:s anointi 
of our Saviour ſpeaketh to every Gen 
tow, Mat: 2.5, 42, 43, Wherever Thr 
aOſpel is preached ; and the whole Cloud 
of W tnefſes, have Monuments ereted fot 
them in the Word of GOD: And fn 


this Apoſtle , beſides his writing of ſome 


part of Canonick Scripture, which endur- 


cth for ever, he was an extran+.4; , 
cor E Was 2 aordina 

ſon in his Call, in his Calling, in his S 

racles, in his Actions, and in his ſufferi 


for CHRIST ; all which ſerye to nie 
after 


hag « bon, fra. A ”F mm 2 83A, ned hot am 


'Y 
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SERMON Y 2ﬀÞ04>8 
aftet his deceaſe z which others in their 
& meaſure alſo do. 

So that hence it may be obſetyed, thee 
| Faithful Miniters of the Goſpel, þy their |, _ 
WU Life and labours remains famous living 

| Monuments after their Deceaſe. Their works 
follow them,and alſo they leaye impreſhop 
behind them , ir isa glory to do wellin 
z| our Office, a1d die a faithtu)l Stewart of 
| the Myſtcric of GOD; to ſave our own 
Souls and them th at hear us, to make af- 


ſhould not be our deſign, for that may 
avour of Pride and Vanity; But the work, 
if good, will praiſc thee in the gate. 

O then ler us a for Eterni- 
Application. tie, Preach as we ſhall give an 
account; labour to do well,and 
It ſhall nor be forgotten ; For to win a Soul 
Is a great prize, and to help Peoples 
Faich. and to follow them with wholeſome 
Dottrine, that they may follow after Peace 
and Holineſs, is a great duty; Allcruec 
Holineſs is trom GOD, and h: hath ſaid, 
bonorantes me h-norabo ; T'le honour chem, 
that honour Me , 1 Sam, 4 5. And the 
mercy of doing good, in our time, and in 
the Church, as it ſhall meet us in another 
' World, ſo may it ſweetea all the difficul- 
oy 01cs 


ter Generations blels us, Fame indeed. 


—m——_— OY 


Sy 


- *+brance upon the hearts of men in all Ag 


ſhall labour to bring theſe things to people 
Remembrance , both in this life , and 


-man is the Spirit within him, that 1s, the 
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difficulties we meet with in the way of ay and 
duty in this. vl del 
- Bur the third thing, to wit, the ingy.| } 
cating the things of the Goſpel, ſo as thy del 
may take impreſſion, by way of Remeny| |. 


will more clearly untold this duty 64] 24, 
Goſpel Miniſter, to help people to a wel Jl: 
improved Remembrance : The Apoftk| © 
much inſiſts upon the word Remembram,| 41 
and every faithful Miniſter, and Partia| 
larly one who defires to be found faithful, 


after it, and ſo toleave his Flock, the mo 
laſting legacie. 

It is clearly then obſervable , thatitirs| 
great part of Goſpe! Miniſters duty _ 
to belp peoples minds to retain and Tz 
improve Goſpel truths for their Salvation. T0 
Preach thiete things, Phil: 4.9.over and over 
again, to ſhow them how much a ſand 
ficd mcmory of thels things tends to 
their faith and happin:ſs. For the mindef 


| 


ENGL Sd OT SEES. 


Candle of the LORD; The great Repoſi 
cory of holy truth: And makes Religious 


aftings flow from a ſolid underſtanding, 


which influenceth the will freely to "on 
an 


SERMON V. = 
and enlargeth the afte&ions co run with 
delight in the wayes of GOD. 7 
Now to be more particular in this;I ſhall 
| defire you to confioer. 
| it. Facultas Retinens, the mind Retain- 
ing. 
21}. Res retenta, #he thing remembred. 
Zly. The help a faithful Miniſter gives to #bis 
Haly art of Remembring. 
4ly. Peoples improvement by right remem- 
bring. 


— Dm <w wn a= TIO Y 


Firſt, Fac'#l:25 Retinens, the mind retain-. 
| ing. Ir may be confidered that there is 
frſt a natural memory whereby ſome 
nave ſaid Nejczo guid fit obliviſci, I know not 
whar it isro forget : which is moſt freſhin 
youri:, and turns Crazy in old age: others 
again ate ſo dull in rheir mind, or rather 
careleſs, that their memorte is like a Sive 
which ſetteth Clean Water paſs through 
but Retaineth Dregs, ot ſuch it may be 
{aid, that they wor not what it is to Re- 
member. 2ly. There 1s an artificial me- 
mory mich helped by Reading, and fre- | 
quent ſtudy-and Meditation. Jy. There 
;S a Religious memory wrought by the 
Spiric of GOD, who brings theſe things tO 
Om Remembrance; The labour of _ 

w 


— x. - 2”. ESnDamiiit 


ful Miniſters, the ſhort and clear digg 


of our. Holy Faith, and Goſpel: deſigne\| - 


ro good works, frequent Prayer for a Bll. 
ſing upon our pains, and to digeſt thek 


things well in our mind, fo that they may 
take imprefſſhon never to be obliterated. 

Aly, Res Retents, the thing Remem-: 
Wh which is the things of GOD, de 
CHRIST, and the Truths of the Goſpel, 
the concerns of the Soul, and what 1s con- 
ducive to advance them, 

The firt and {econd relates ro the 
principles of our Religion ; The thied 
and fourth concerneth people as co their 
praftice of theſe things : Firſt, then ler it 
be your carc tro know GOD and the Gol- 
pel; which if thou haſt had any car co hear, 
and heart to underſtand, thou may: be a 
reat proficient: Bur, alas! chat may be 
aid to many for which theApoſtle reprov- 
eth the Hebrews, Heb. 5, 12. And ſecond- 
ly , If people would walk according to 
the Light they have, they might attain to 
the end of their Faith. which is the Salvation 
of their Souls; And this Pra&tice would 
give them the more facility, to dothe 
thing they know. 


Zly. Fhe help of the Remembrances | 


which conſiſts in his Prayers, and meg 
that 


SERMON V. Ivy 
| thathe weary not in his work, that he ftv 
ſtrv@ and warn eyery man, that be preach 
| ſornd Dof@trine, and obſerve the Form of 
ſound word, thax he preſs and propagate the 
| Eſſence of Religion, and do not pleaſe 


himſelf much with circumſtances, and 
time debates; and that which the moſt of 
our people are not concerned in, And7ne- 
ver awhite the better, thothey be: but the 
neceſſary thinvs are our great inſtruftions, 
from ourGreat Maſter , and to preſs theſe 
Dui popu- {0 popularly, as Lxther (aid moſt 
lariter do- profitably :And we muſt be intent 
ceroprime 1pon cur work;andſpteſs people to 
"et cooperate with GOD and us,and 
be buſie themſelves, attend the ordinances, 
and uſing the means;let Miniſters alſo Rule 
well their own Lite,that it may correſpond 
with their Dodrine, and follow the ſteps 
of Holy Men, whoſe aſhes ſeem yet to exz 
hale from their I ombs, a ſweet Sayour; 
which makes rheir memory for cyer 
Bleſied, And if we put the Brethren in mind, 
of theſe things weſhall be good Miniſters. 
4ly, Peopies improvement by right Re- 
membring. Memoria excolendo augetwr, Cul. 
tare and Induſfirie will make a barren 
ground Fertile; Improve well the many 
Remembrances thou gets from the Word, 


ang 
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and that Monument Chriſt built for Hig 
ſelf-by the Sacrament , remember the 
noviſims, the loft things, the prima, mediay 
whims, to wit, thy Converſion, Proge rf, and 
Ferfeltion thercin , Conſider what thay 
hat been, what thou art, and what 


der the Bcacon ſet up in the Scripture» 
gainſt fin : Remember Lots Wife, Jam: I, 11, 
And the Encouragement of Vertue in the 
practice of Holy Mcn and Women, keey 
a Diary as tothy time, tavecthy Memy 
randiem; and labour: {t:11,by remembering, 
tO:-prathice and do. | 


fhall be ; Be nor a forgetful hearer, O08 mn 


| 


pagan [J15 is the Baſe and Found of all 
l Religion ; Which as it Convinces 


Sermon VI. 


Concerning the Truth and Excellency of onwr Bis 
Religion, and the infallible Proofs there 
with the Drty of ſuch as own 1t- 


'9 


—————.. 


res 
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For we have rot followed cuncingly deviſed fables, 
when we m2de known upto 00 the Power and 
Coming of cur LORD JESUS CHRIST, &c, 
Verſe, 15. 


Men to Embrace it, ſo doth it 

invite them to the Praftice of it 2 
And as this Apoſtle was very Competent 
to give his Sentiments of che Truth and 
Power of this Holy Religion, being cal- 
led by Power, enlightned by Knowledge, 
and having feen a Demonſtration of it in 
the Oracles and Miracles of his Maſter : 
So doth he direQ Goſpel Miniſters to In- 
culcare upon their People; the ruth and 
Power of the Chriſtian Religion, that 
eycry fauthtul Paſtor may haye the Occaſi- 


on 
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on to attrat People ro the Obedience y 
| the Faith, and in their meaſure to fay uny 
chem, We prepch not unto 304 vain and fring 
aw things, but the Magnalia Veritaris, 
great Things of Truth: And it cannot but 
rear. Satisfation to a Goſpel Minifts 
hat: he Gan refreſh his mind, as well x 
fatisfie the People, that he hath Preach 
nothing to them, but the Truth of GOP, 
For, when the account of the Stewarrſhi 
is called for, it will afford but ſmall Pex 
to the Paſtor, ' to refiet, that he bi 
been taken up with yentilations of Con- 
rroverfie , | Citcumſtances and Extervill 
| Polity of the Church ; that be hath bern 
{ *bjguit abour. his beloved Set, that þ 
n hath Phariſaically' inſiſted upon Geri 
-Nits, and much negleted the Life and 
| Power of the Truth of GOD. | 
| Now more particularly. ro take.up the 
'  [Srope and Pans of this Text, I ſhall re; 
| duce 1} to theſe Points following, 14 
I. That the Dofirine of the Goſpel is nt'® 
 expmingly deviſed Fable, but the Infallibje 


—— 


a 
— 
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Truth of God. IN 

. 2, That though Chriſt and the Goſpel came 
the Eye of the World in Weakneſs, yet #0 
 RightDiſcerner His coming was withGre# 
Power and Majrſty. 3. 4s 


8-E R M0 1 
I. - Ms vhe coming of irs 
 enany- infallible Þ r: | 
fo M5, «ad confiriyad by, ee | 
ES Firſt, HY Ee, Uierne. 
Do. r. Gee! be 
60D. Ir F. 


nin i 


— 


be 

GOD be Arne, and al men 

. Firſt, Then, ,ltis.ge <4 
fable, {as che 4pols " 
the Commivance Oh ' 


pon and deceive. mf 


GOD, trantſa 
Men astheir Guide3 
Emanation cf the L 4 
GOD ro:Man, throvgh, 
I not marigten, unto thee, .. 


thou mayeft know 


GOD by$ 
Himſelf; and 
ou the bi it 


HED 


el [a c 


ghr of irjcads 


and 


i a Corner or Sar 
iew of the Sun an the 


ft 


Hh me had 'apon the 
atx)He great Dernonſſis. 


of 

y J 
0 
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and the Divinky of its Propoſals; W. 


icſce here, and confeſs 

and Ve Vericy: And it we ſhall. confront is 
with other Religions, of the Jems, which 

was —_ remporary ofthe Hrachens, which 
was but Vanity, of the Mabumitezts. which 
is a: deviliſh lutan, made up of lies and 
| impoſbilitics; We ſhall find that the 
Siri ef Chriſtianity remains in the bo. 


\ ſomeof Glory , almayes Holy, Vitort, 


ous, -and I riumphant over impiet 
confirmed by a cloud of Wimelfa 
by the blood of millions of Mariy1s, a 
proved by General Councils, and: the | 
nag onlemt of the Catholick Chu 
and: clearly demonſttated to be of G 
and for GOD; that 2 Chriſtian may upon 
good Ground ſay, fu anime mea.cums.Chrifs 
tienis , "Lox my © Soul. be wich the Chril- 
LIAns. - 

Bur ehere is ſo much ſaid to this purpoſe, 
thae F-cannot add, but to refurne the 
| Dottie of the Apoſtle, Thes Chriftiaalty 
is net fabillows, but infallible Truth. 
And becaulc there are ſo many Pretens 
Fr to True and Hol Py Religion, and. the 
different Sentiments of 4 
ſtant Church : And: even Differcncts a+ 


mong ; Hemſelyes, 1 | hope L ſhall nat 
T 2 arels- 


in ou 


caled 


tie Papal and, Prote- 
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' 


cl from the Paths of T uw 5, w-dffere | 


that, True Proteſtaniſm in true Chriftjanit \, J 
bein the vcry DuUrine of ChriR. ard a | 


Apoſt'es, and the pureſt and p1 hy 
time* of the Chprch : And' having .madg; 
$ucefſion. from the Spurious Potina & | 
the degenerate Church of, Reme': And. | | 
way be: afcly ſaid that the Traſh of-ig| 
:mpuce attrinc, its lying Wondegs and | 
Legends, doth expoſe, that Church to-eþe; | 
Impious.ahd Blaſphemous Expreſſion , | 
one of ne Þ ; who ſaid, Quanzwey aol | 
prodeſt hec fabula Cbrifti > What avail; is vba | 
"_ Cbrift tous} YG yu 
Ang: as the Truth of, Chriſtianity;isful 
ly demonſtrated, (o ;n.the next place arg 
we to.confider The Power wherewitb. th | 
coming of Chriſt was attended : It waald ſera | 

from Iſaiab 53. That he came .in weaknes; 
and {o did the Jewiſh and Heathen Wor!) 
look upon him : Bur they rook that nnes- 
fures from ourward Appearance, and dil 
not confader the Vertue that was in him, 
as God, and God man; which mage .hi 
Manger, more glorious. to the Eye 
Faith, than a Palaceor Bed. of Stare ; bi 
was Grucified through Weakneſs, yet 
ceals His Power, for Who might abid 
Day of bir firſt coming, Mal.3-2. He was Gl 
| r1085 
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rfous in his Abaſcours, Honoutable 11 his 
Hamfliati>n, and wasthe King of Gloric's 
Son, in bis Pilgrimage ; He was a Lamb 
in his ' Meckneſs, but a Lyon in bis 


Power : Hecame to daſh the. Gark King-: 
dom.' to deſtroy the W:. rks of che Devi 
and to bring Life and Immortality to 
Light, by his Goſpel; and to caſt down 
the Prince of this World, to deliver bis 
Pcople from Bondage , and to lead Cap- 
tivity Captive, to tread Satan under our 
Feer, to «liſcover the Evil of Sin, and rhe 
Beauty of Holineſs: And this he did. by 
a Seraphick and Angelical Purity,yet in a 
wonderous Condeſcention and Familiari« 
ty, attended with ſuch Glorions Mitacles, 
famous Monuments,& powerful DoArine; 
With Autberity, and not as the Scribes,, T hat 
we ſhall fee his Glories Conſpicuous un- 
der the Vail of fleſh; and all the Um- 
brage of his Life ſerved to raiſe his Glory 
to a higher pitch, as the Sun © more 
con{picuous after a cloud. So that it is very 
evident and obſervable, That 
Chbrift*s firſt coming was with Power, Doft. 2. 
and the Dofrine be propagate is the 
Power of God to Salyathon : Let bis Peop'e there- 
fore be willing inthe day of bis Power, An1 
learn to be ſwayed with the right Sceprer 
T 3 of 


oft is Kingd om. If a Felix tremble be. 
fore a Priloncr in a Chain! if King bs 
be almoſt periwaded to be a Jf lan 
Let vs.leatn to give our Necks to hi qwer, 
ful, though Eafic yoak : Leeſt be dab #1 h 
prices, when there is none to deliver : Let vs 
no: ſtumble with the Few , nor count 
fooliſhocſs, with the Greek, bur believe it, 


and. we ſhall behold Chrift tbe Power & | 


——— —— 


God, aud the Arm of God. | 
Although there be no need of further | 
Witneſſes, yer the more to confirm uy of 
che Truth and Power of the Goſpel. "We 
have this Apoſtle and others with him. is, 
Oculati Teftes of CHRIST*s Majcſtic, fa 
mons and unanimous in their Teflimony, | 
who could ſay, vincit Veritas, Vidi, Scivieh | 
audivi, Truth prevails, and has the T& 
timony oft GQD, and Man, of Ange 
and Saints, Prophets and Apoſtles, Man 
tyrs and Confeſſors; And every One that 
hath ' received this Teſtimony, hath pyt 
t: o their Seal thar GOD is I rue, 
'Fhe greac improvement that 
I ſhall make of chis whole pur- *© 
poſe, is, that the Charater of onr life corref 
pond with the truth and Realitie of our Religiok 
that is, that we be Erhically of try 
and morally tru in the praQtice 
xr 


of | 


Improvi 


8. }. I is nota name. of a Chriſtian, bur 
cherruth of Chriſttanity, thar approves us 
to GOD. Many have a name, ne only 
general,as Chriftians,bm.as more eminent 
profefſors, } lay, a name, that they are kving, 
when dead: Rev: 3.1. many fliter-them- 


felves in a Profefhon ; and Church Privi- 


ledge, even inte the end, and will fay, 
have we not eaten and drdnkgn in thy preſence '# 
boaſt thou no: taught in- our flireetr? To whom 
CHRIST will ſay , depart from me, &c. I 
never owned nor approved you as mine. Many 
have CHRIST io cher mouth; andcan 
ſay, LORD, LORD, but d» not the works 
that be bids them: 'T his was a (ad diſcaſe in 
the Ancient Church, for the Cireamciled, 
I wed as the yncircumcited;, Moad, Ammon, 
end Amolek were uncircurncitea , and the 
houſe of Iſxael uncircumciſed in theirhearc. 
This the Prophets cryed out againſt, re: 
proving people that boaſted of rhe Tem- 
ple. Jer: $ And yer lived invillany: Bat 
GOD and his Temple are no irb@arſ 
to ptophanity; an fuch OY 
I.» 1 IT 


our Saviour 
ic aljers of k 


A Propbers; As 


thers; and this Spizit. of lyes was ju ly 
- poured qu. upon; many, for nor ſuirab 
.totbeir+holy principles, and by their 1 


: denying.obedicnce to the faith. And ala 
If we deicend ro thedregs of time. we ; 


fin wavy. named. Chriſtians = Uachr | 
an and Antichriſtian in their way: 

ſuch is now the canterapy of the Go pel,ch: 
polujable walking to it, the delpiſing « 
Holy things, as the LORDS. — 


Ordinwicer and day; .ſuch is the negleQ of 
ting, that looks like duty to G O D. 
fuch-is the heatheniſhneſs of families,” 40 
want. of. calling onthe uame of GOD, and 
ſuch horrid immoralities among the: 
_ called Chriſtjans, char we may wirhop 
tycach of. Charity, now ſay that a 

. parc 6f the Chriſfian World —_— 
theil 


| 


| 


| 


I them(ſclyes ro be nominal,not realcbriftians. 
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theic praRice, repea ed th-t Blaſphem- 
ous ſaying, that GOD batb|now forſaken the 
Earth. Ez: 9: 9: _ | 
' Its now then very worthy of our while to 
conſider better of the CharaQter of a true 
Chriſtian, rat people be not foſtered 1n 
their folly in boaſting ofa name, withqur 
the crue life of Religion. 

This has been much declamed againſt 
by Pens and Pulpirs, bur alas! Peoplc de« 
hght themſelves in rheir deluſions , and 
for all chat is faid and done, contenc 


NI am col] that there' is a lictle peice done 
 bya forreign Divine in Latine, ( Arnd: de 
veroChriftianiſmo)which gives great clearoe(sx 
asto this and © which perbaps, if I had 
ſeen, might have ſaved my labour , as 
ro any thing that | can ſay on this purpoſc: 
Bur the ſad times , and rhe cortugt 'man- 
ners of men ftir me up tocontribute my 
title mite, -t© hold in, the. almoſt expir- 
ing life of praftical Religion; and- this 
ſtall be done in conſidering theſe pur:- 


pofes following; 


® 
, 


Iſt, That the Ebviftian walk, ſuitably to the 
diſcovery of the P rinciples df bis Religjon. 

2]y. That be wolk ſuitably t- the ſull "ef 
, 


SEA WON VL 


of uhe rule, GOD har given biys to guigh 


the Gaſpel Spirit and De: 


by, Thet be .anforrr the Mes 
a GOD, in bis 


bins of Glary. " 
4al Sly, Thet be be well prepared for « D+ 
weiffon, from Timeto Evernity. 


' And. roclear theplain path of theſe, 
a Chriſtian, (in:all the Stages of bis Lite: 
. won} be conlidcred. | That the San 
al Hebins of Grace, are infuſed in our firſt Cop 
Senſis. 21y, That Grace: proceedet Sr 44s: 


, 


Firſt, That tbe Seed at 
infuſed togetber as our firft Co 
called by St. Jobn, vbe Seea of 

=: -2. 20, Ox the Divine Nature, where. 
af Believers do partake; 35 St, Peter as, 
2 Id 


% 


— 


SERMON: VL 
want Litc, cannot be capable of che Ope- 
rations thereof : No morecan a new Can- 
yerr, excrcile Grace withour the principle 
of Life. Now, this new principle of {le 
in ſuch as are born again , confeſts nor of 
one, but of all Graces, and the power and 

ey of gtacous Operations flows from 
tl at Life, chat animats all che'faculrics 
of the Soul: So that cemnainly there is 
more than the influence of an exterag! 
Swafion, from the Word, m regard it 5 
but a dead Letter, . cill ic be animzazed with 
” $pirit "=P = Pace 5 i —_— 
bat Grace . from Child- 
hood to Manhood, thus we arc cxhorrod 
to grow in Grace and Knowledge. J., 
Thet Grace groweth, and goeth along with the 
Conſciongble uſe of the Means; For it our 
Vineyard bc ner drefſet) and well mann- 
red,it will grow wild and fall of weeds : Ir 
1s co be confeſſed, thatcarcleſneſs and the 
wer of temptation may produce bad 
ruit, even 1n a Believer- fora time; Bur 
be that is born and brgotten of GOD, fangth nor 
finally, bus keeperb himſelf, and the widgd mac 
tonebeth bim not, Jabs: 5. 4. 
Having 'now premiied theſe things for 
clearing, Iprocced to' handle the-feveral 


Ravks 


- 2. 


* 


ELL ud" A Bore cle 
ans, in the dforem 

ofed Particulars. Fieſt ch hen, That tbeChri. 
fin walk («itably to the eovry of the Priidi 
ls of his Religion : Which is oclcatly v7; 
Fiſt in the Goſpel Diſpeoſatton, ſpeci 
ally in theſe four paericulin following, -' 


pt. The Knowledge of our ſelves, and our fnfol 
miſerie by nature : 
_ - lity, Reformation, and anew Life. 
2ly, Ar to the Revelation of GOD ,, whoſe Eþ. © 
ſanie indeed is incomprebenſible by mortals, 


dwelletb in the boſoame 
hath revealled H m nnto us, 1bat 


fate, Onmiſcienee, Onnipatence, and Owthi 


His Parity, Holintſs, Goodneſs, Mercy auf 
Truth , Ge. that the Rational Soul canant 
but love, choice, and embrace Him. - 
zly. Ar to the diſcovery "of the Mediator. 
Ard 4ly, The clear Path Wey to Happineſs, ſo 
fully diſcovered by Jeſus Chrift', which 
calls for Faith and Qbedience, end the eng: 
bracing of Chrift in His threefold Ognee- | 


| Yecondly, That honed ſuitably to4be Pr 
Die of the Rule which GO Sy oh _ 


” 


IVbieb ca'ls for Hun. 


| 


| 


; 


yet is ſoclearly diſcovered, by Chriſt wh) 
of "ef Father, and 


His incommunicable Attribme r, of Inmmin 


preſence, be is diſcovered to be ſa amtiable'in 


SERMON VI. 
#0 wide by \Life': 'The Law of rhe LO! 0. 
Js PerteRt 6 fo fully cleared from the falſe 
g!offcs of the Phariſees, by Chriſt in 
Sermon upon. the Mounity *'Thit now i 
the times of this Light, :n9byman} tan pr6- 
tend ignorarice of the Rake, 'bur eicher he 
that -is negligent or prejadgetſhar it : TEis 
true, the beſt«cannot reach itin its Ppiritua- 
lity and Extenty Bur:yer, a fincete Chri- 
tian-may and fhould icome+ rhe tetigelrof 
Having a'reipr@ to all the Commentments, Þfal: 
119.29-and the hatred bfievery falſe way 


Jy. Thet br-an[wer the Gafpel Spirit and 
Deſign. T bvisis a great propertic ofa Chri- 


(tian, .to kriow what Spiric be is of, and 
that he clofe* with the Goſpel; in its-Moly 
Deltgn, not only to: ſeek: Salvation by 
Chriſt, bur &@nQification; : and to walk in 
the Way, that. leads to Salvation : And 
this calls. for Sincerity, Humility, Pati- 
ence, and (elf denyal, &c. And ſuch a rem- 
per of Spiric as ſufts irs Deſign, and the 
heavenlineſs of its Auchibr. 
$ly, That be knit bis Life faitably to the 
whole Chainof Graces, Vertnes and Duties: I'© 
be a Chriſtian. is a grear 'Charafter, and 
requites.a perfect exadthefs, - not to five af- 
ter the fleſh but after the Spirit, Rows: B. I, 
Net ts wwork the works of the fiſh, butt toCraci- 
fe it, with the luſts and offeitivns _— 
an 


CERMON vi 


a the. Bruits of the-$, 

No 48, Whichcalls tor a 
Gbdces, as we2ate; catied and related. 

= GOD, iu dts Ward and As: 


ages bigs:cowecing Chriſtian, bt 


ty and Ordinances, Since 
LORD did ine them, For 4 
lene bads,. to p 


d perfe&t 
ol Regis propagate an 


is — 


Sahipifion to the LORD) appointment, 
at io therright ;maprovemeent of che 


on our | 
i —— baving;, with the Apotile, 
" _— the. Farber —_ You. 
N advance to peeftthon, in the 

Healy exerciſe of 8 bigherPitch ———— 

1s.pf: growing nature; all means. and KS 
antes -a1e far ite advancement thalegls 
tive life carinot ork, but will ſend forth' =» 
_ tons and . _— And ahibo, ow 
| nt coxit dair ſelves to bave. bendod; 
Phil. J-. * Yer ſliould we falins fot 0s: 
ar dy the Poke ofthe Bigb Calling. And :yqius - 
's yery.much.evidenced in-our (alk.denyuly 
tas (fication, vigory. :oucr':the; World) 
br-laith, avdoplafictions moretublime,.. 
thab tepor luc algo the thi oof SHEER 
Cal... 3 $ Fpvthe © 


—_ Phik Þ > The en of [adi 
rheg 


SERMON VI oy 
<1*if af many labours, tcarariong; &- 
«i "ſes,” and difficulnio comes to be cxpal- 
on :cd;'avd now, as.a proficient, and," 
ex ant Sonkdier, ritertr tor bigher Fiec 
4 31266; 288 Vercoe: And this:calls. bo 


= \bv efevaced miod:and a fairkdher 
amwngy 
Dear. : 


us fieddy- anll faithful wane. 
_ viy. War be flhite' ther Greet bojie fas bur 
fore bits of die Grown of 


Gly. Ebir-eaigh 
| tily attimiay a'Chriftian, and: cartientlm 
through difficulties, in frmetb bim —_ 
| pets, 261" Anchor, upon the Rock: , 
andtifes; ard faves the» Chriſtian, Fe aw 
ſaved þ bipe, Row! 87 24- | (laid St: Pal) 
ic helps ur much' it the way to Salvagiom, | 
arid whoeyer hath this hope io iiavgars- 
fies hitaſelfas CHRIST' i: pore , :thiicnallls 
Co icflis (COD 
patience;atid through the: | 
cipelletty- ftige dreadial dilcaic - of-difi 
dere and difpair. St ; BA OP | 
Bly. This be be well pripered far s dinffeb 
from time to Eternioyt lis happy for us, that 
COD find us at our work , that &e 
Loins of oftr Minad-be gire wp; vhat we be 
nai ode Mitce Gaf our accounes 
be cleared, and our Soul and our Hear 
na humble way, be full of Joy and —_ 
Wi 


= rw vy vm 


with a Flerophovy::ot-a full | 
—_ that our eFffs be cloſed Os. l.. 


glear Conſcience, a W 
fubmiffion * and \imite. Re _=— 
fire be wth CHRIST, : bars pron 
'I'fhall conchadg chen'tn 9p | 
that; che great 'Mean, to. ago; a 
Chriſtian, is AQtion ,; aod:the a of of | 
yeot Religion. could = yy 


26ddd- m r-t 
ſerveya ny et Fo reatiſe.. nn” An d-gs- 'y 


moriye to perſwade-thee to be a4rue Chrib | 
tian, "Hhall-add np'txre, bur thar you im+ 
your Faiths: logk to your _ . 
Slee w- on of Faith, . look kj th 
or that Q6@wn , ;propat 4 
true Chriſtiav, which ye ſhall: " a 
CHRIST, hs SANPut Back . 


_ The End. 
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